
WEEK 1 TERM 2 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 27th April 2022 
Dear Families, 

Welcome to Term 2. I trust that all students had a lovely break over the past couple of weeks in our beautiful Melbourne 
Autumn weather, and are rested and ready to embrace the possibilities and opportunities that lie ahead. I also hope that 
families were able to spend time together to celebrate Easter and rejoice in the risen Lord. The season of Easter is so 
important to us. It is the cornerstone of our Christian faith that lasts for 50 days. You will have noticed that the liturgical cloths 
changed from the sombre purple of Lent to the white of Easter, symbolising light, joy, triumph and glory. May all who are part 
of St Mark’s Community find a welcome place as we continue our journey with hope and joy. We also pray that, as we begin 
the new term, through the light of Christ we will continue to strengthen our relationships with one another. 

Happy Easter to the many families in the St Mark’s community who celebrated Orthodox Easter last Sunday. We trust you had 
a blessed day celebrating the risen Lord with your families. 

We also send our prayers and best wishes to the Islamic families in our community who are observing Ramadan at the 
moment. Ramadan Mubarak! 

It is great to be back at St Mark’s after my recent Long Service Leave. It has been a joy and privilege to be welcomed back so 
enthusiastically by the community. I certainly missed the smiling faces of the children, families and staff of St Mark’s whilst I 
was away and I look forward to a fantastic Term 2. 

A huge thank you to Alison Dean and Dot Mash who respectively took on the role of Principal and Deputy Principal in my 
absence. As I expected, both did a fine job in leading the community and ensuring that Term 1 finished on a high note and 
Term 2 has commenced seamlessly. Also, many thanks to our wonderful staff and families for their support of Alison and Dot 
during this time. 

Easter Liturgy - our Easter Liturgy will be held this Friday at 9.00am in the Hall and will be hosted by LA7 students. I am 
pleased to advise that family members will be able to attend this liturgy to reinforce the message of Easter and the hope it 
brings us. All attendees will be required to sign in and to follow all Covid Safe requirements. 

ANZAC Dawn Service at Fawkner RSL – thank you to the many students and families who attended the Dawn Service on 
Monday. Our students sang the National Anthem beautifully and were wonderful ambassadors for our school. Aranya, 
Manmeet and Luca laid a wreath on behalf of the St Mark’s Community and also led the Lord’s Prayer. Our students showed 
reverence and respect during this moving ceremony which was conducted in perfect conditions. Yesterday we hosted our own 
ANZAC Day Ceremony where we gave thanks to everyone who has done so much to enable us to live in peace in our 
wonderful country, Australia. 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them." 
Lest we forget! 

 

 



 
Staff News – This term we are very excited to welcome Ms Maria Rizza back to the St Mark’s community. Maria will work 
each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday as our Tutor Learning Teacher until the end of Term 2. We look forward to Maria 
sharing her experience and expertise with the children of St Mark’s once again. We wish Ms Kyla Lancaster well as she takes 
two weeks of Long Service Leave. Maria Torcasio will teach LA9 for the first two weeks of Term 2. 

Return to 3.30pm dismissal for all students in Week 2 of Term 2 – As advised in a recent letter to families, all students are 
now dismissed each day at 3.30pm. Prep-2 students are dismissed from the decking areas outside the Junior Learning Area 
and 3-6 students are dismissed from their classrooms. 
The Argyle St and Lee St gates will be opened at 3.25pm each day. Parents are asked to keep their time onsite at pick up 
time to a minimum and to socially distance while on school grounds. Masks are optional but must be worn if social distancing 
is not possible. 
Drop Off procedures will remain as they are, with the Argyle and Lee St gates being opened at 8.30am each morning. 
Families are asked to refrain from dropping students off before 8.30am. Out of School Hours Care is available for families 
needing to drop children off earlier - https://ylv.com.au/  

Change over from Summer to Winter Uniform – As our School Photos are being held on Thursday May 5th (Week 2 of 
Term 2), all students need to be wearing Winter Uniform by the week beginning Monday May 2nd. This will allow a one week 
transition period at the beginning of Term 2. 

Families are reminded that students are required to be attired in correct school uniform at all times. Below is a list of all items. 
We understand that due to circumstances, there are times that students need to wear different items of clothing. When this is 
the case, please advise your child’s class teacher in writing. In the event of a student being out of uniform without notification, 
an Out Of Uniform Notice will be sent home by class teachers. 

 Male Female 

Winter Uniform 
Light Blue long sleeved shirt 
Navy blue long pants 
Navy blue knit jumper with 
embroidered logo 
Black leather shoes 

 
Maroon/White/Navy Tunic OR  
Navy blue long pants 
Black leather shoes 
Blue long sleeved shirt 
Navy blue knit jumper with 
embroidered logo  
Navy blue tights  OR  Long navy 
blue socks 
Hair Ties – Navy or matching 
dress 
Head Bands - Navy or matching 
dress 

Sport Uniform 
Navy blue Trackpants/shorts/skort 
Navy blue Crew Neck Windcheater (or Bomber Jacket) 
Short or long sleeved polo shirt 
White socks 
Runners 
School hat with logo (T1 & 4) 

 

Thank you to Eddie (LA1), Martin (LA1), Charlie (LA4) and Erin (LA7), and their families, for caring for the Chickens & Guinea 
Pigs over the recent holidays. I’m sure our animal friends appreciated the care and attention. 

Mother’s Day Celebrations – Please join us on Friday May 6th as we celebrate Mother’s Day for all our mums, grandmothers 
and all women who are “mother-like” in our lives. We will celebrate our mothers who are with us and those who are no longer 
with us. Through the love they show, the way they nurture and care for us, mothers help us to understand what God is like. 
We will have a special Mother’s Day Breakfast commencing at 8.00am followed by Assembly hosted by our Preps at 
9.00am. The Mother’s Day Stall will also be held throughout the day on Friday May 6th. A note outlining all details is going 
home today and all those attending must complete the Attendance Slip, sign in on arrival and follow all COVID Safe practices. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The fifth box of rapid antigen tests were distributed to families prior to the holidays. These are to be 
used in the first two weeks of Term 2. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

  

https://ylv.com.au/


 

RATs have proved an important COVID Safe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 

Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days: 

 Thursday 28th April 

 Monday 2nd May & Thursday 5th May 

 Monday 9th May & Thursday 12th May 

 Monday 16th May & Thursday 19th May 

For the foreseeable future some restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents are required to keep their time 
onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite. If unable to socially distance, please wear a 
face mask. I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the 
safety of our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

 

2023 Prep Enrolments – Enrolments for Prep 2023 close on April 30th. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Confirmation – Friday June 3rd at 7.00pm 

First Eucharist – Sunday June 19th at 10.00am 

Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

27th April Martin 1  3rd May  Luca 9 

 

Congratulations – Congratulations to Declan (LA10) on the recent birth of his baby sister Denya. We wish Declan, and his 
parents Sandee and Wayne a lifetime of happiness together. 

Our Condolences - We offer our heartfelt condolences to staff member Mrs Daniela Lazzaro and her family on the recent 
passing of their dear grandmother and great grandmother Carmela Lazzaro. Please keep Daniela and her family in your 
prayers. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. May perpetual light shine upon her, May she rest in peace. 

 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 
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http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

  

TERM 2, 2022 

APRIL 

Friday 29th 9.00am Easter Sunday Liturgy – LA7 

Friday 29th 9.30am KM@SMAT Meeting 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 

MAY 

Monday 2nd  Students to be wearing Winter Uniform by today 

Thursday 5th School Photo Day – Winter Uniform 

Tuesday 10th  7.00pm Confirmation Family Night 

Wednesday 11th 6.00pm School Advisory Council Meeting 

Friday 6th  8.00am Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 6th  9.00am Mother’s Day Assembly – Hosted by LA1 

Friday 6th Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday 6th 12.30pm 5/6 Interschool Sport – Round 1 V Illim College – Away Game 

Sunday 8th ### HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY ### 

Tuesday 10th – 
Friday 20th 

NAPLAN for Gr3 & Gr5 Students – Session Dates and Times To Be Advised 

Friday 13th 12.30pm 5/6 Interschool Sport – Round 2 - Bye 

Tuesday 17th 7.00pm 1st Eucharist Family Night 

Friday 20th 9.30am 5/6 Interschool Sport – Round 3 V Glenroy PS – Home Game 

Friday 27th 12.30pm 5/6 Interschool Sport – Round 4 V Moomba Park PS – Home Game 

JUNE 

Wednesday 1st Confirmation Retreat Day 

Friday 3rd 12.30pm 5/6 Interschool Sport – Round 5 V Bell Vue PS – Away Game 

Friday 3rd 7.00pm Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s 

Friday 17th 1st Eucharist Retreat Day 

Friday 17th  Semester 1 Reports go home today 

Saturday 18th  7.00am-6.00pm St Mark’s Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser - Coburg 

Sunday 19th  10.00am Celebration of 1st Eucharist @ St Mark’s 

Tuesday 21st  12.00pm Students Dismissed – Aftercare available 

Tuesday 21st 12.15-7.30 Student Led Learning Conferences 

Wednesday 22nd  3.45-5.30 Student Led Learning Conferences 

Thursday 23rd  3.30pm Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

Thursday 23rd 6.00-7.30pm St Mark’s Family Disco – details to be advised 

Friday 24th  Staff Faith Development Day – No School For Students 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Amelia - for showing courage when attempting to write some new words. You did a great job at sounding 
out the words when writing a sentence. Well done Amelia! 

LA4 Zaneek - for being persistent when writing about a book we have read. You tried really hard and 
demonstrated your positive attitude towards your learning. 

LA5 Tiana - for showing resilience by getting straight back into the school routine extremely well after a long 
break away from school. Well done! 

LA7 Sandali - for being a respectful member of our class. You always demonstrate a positive attitude when 
working on your learning goals. Keep up the fantastic effort! 

LA8 Benny - for being a curious learner and showing enthusiasm in hi Genius Hour Project about Vietnam.  

LA9 LA 9 - for being respectful in welcoming Mrs Torcasio.  

LA10 Zaylee - being respectful to all your peers and teachers. Well done on always using your manners by 
saying please and thank you. 

 

  



  



 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
This Sunday we celebrate the third Sunday of Easter. In the Gospel, we read about the third time that 
Jesus showed himself to the disciples after his resurrection. This was to remind them of their 
responsibility to show their love of God by serving others. It is also a reminder for us all to show our love 
towards God each day and helping others when they need it. 

Gospel Reading: Jn 21:1-14  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas 
called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his disciples were together. Simon 
Peter said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They went out and got into the boat but caught nothing that 
night. 

It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, 
‘Have you caught anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, he said, ‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find 
something.’ So they dropped the net, and there were so many fish that they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved said 
to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the Lord,’ Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round 
him and jumped into the water. The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were only about a 
hundred yards from land.  

As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some 
bread there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. Jesus 
said, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ Simon 
Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the shore, full of big 
fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, 
‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’ they knew quite well it was the 
Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish. This was the third time that 
Jesus showed himself to the disciples after rising from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Holy Week/Easter Celebrations 
Last term we celebrated Holy Week with wonderful and prayerful liturgies presented by our 
students and teachers. This Friday at 9.00am we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday.  

Feast of St Mark- 26th April 
Yesterday was St Mark’s Feast Day. Our school patron, St Mark was an evangelist. His Gospel is the 

shortest and the oldest of the Gospels. Over the years artists have given a symbol to each of the 

evangelists. Mark’s symbol is a winged lion because his Gospel begins with the story of John the Baptist 

who, like a roaring lion, called people to repent. 

He was a member of the first Christian community. Mark had firsthand experience of the early Church and 
was a travelling companion and assistant of Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey. 

Celebration of Confirmation  
The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday 3rd June at 7.00 p.m in St Mark’s Church and 
will be led by Bishop Terry Curtin.  
The children and their families will attend a Family Preparation Meeting on Tuesday 10th May at 7.00pm. 
Please keep the children in your prayers as they begin preparations for this next step in their faith 
journey.  

 

Saints Club News 

The total amount raised for this year’s Project Compassion Appeal was $406.15. We 

would like to thank everyone for your ongoing support and generosity.  

Congratulations to the following winners of the two competitions  

Guess the Number of Easter Eggs: Lara LA8 

Colouring Competition: Prep: Preshika, Yr 1/2: Jack, Yr 3/4: Christina, Yr 5/6 Olivia 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 



 
OFFICE NEWS 

STUDENT ABSENTEES 

Just a reminder that if your child is away from school it is a 
legal requirement to notify the school of their absence. This 
can be done via skoolbag app, seesaw, phoning the office or 
by sending the classroom teacher an email. If we do not 
receive notification we will be notifying you via SMS message. 

 

School Photos 

Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken at St. Mark’s Catholic Primary School by Arthur Reed Photos on 

Thursday 5th May 2022. 

There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 

Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online to view images when they 

become available in the web shop.  

Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it and remember to 

add the codes for all your children attending this school. 

Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 2022 image code to link their 

images for the current year with your contact details. 

When images are ready to view and in the web shop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS and email. 

Once registered, please wait for notification that 2022 images are online to view before making your purchase.   

  



 
Garden Club  

Gardening club is back up and running! Students from across all year levels have signed up to be part of gardening club, 
which takes place during recess every Thursday. The students have been working in teams to decide what veggies will go 
into our garden as the weather gets colder. To prepare the garden beds, last week the students pulled out all the old plants. 
We will top the garden beds up with some organic compost and then plant our seeds or seedlings.  
If anyone has any seedlings that they would be willing to donate to our veggie garden that would be lovely :)  
 

 

KM@SMAT Update! 

Annual School Disco - Our first family event will be held on Thursday 23 June 
2022, where we will hold our annual disco for the children. As we have done in 
past years, we will offer pizza and drinks for sale with lots of fun things for the 
children to purchase to get into the disco feel! Look out for further details in the 
coming newsletters about this family fun event!  

Trivia Night - We are excited to share that our first event that we are busily planning for is a Trivia night to be held on 
Saturday 30 July 2022.  Further details to be provided closer to the date. We want to make the Trivia night a huge success, a 
reason to celebrate what has been a tricky couple of years and to really help foster some wonderful long-term connections 
with families in our lovely school community. 

 

Do you have a business or know someone who might like to donate something of value 
that we could use in an auction on the Trivia night? If so, please reach out to Lisa in the 
office! Examples could be (but not limited to); 

- City escape (accommodation or meal) 
- Framed memorabilia 
- Voucher for pampering 
- A coffee machine  

Mother’s Day Stall - We are also busily preparing to run a Mother’s Day stall early in Term 2. The children love buying gifts 
for all of the special women in their lives! We will have a variety of gorgeous items for sale to suit everyone’s budget!. The 
KM@SMAT committee is calling out for volunteers to help sell on the day – please look out for further details in the newsletter 
or contact Lisa in the office if you can help. 

Next meeting - Our next meeting with be on 29 April 2022 at 9.30 – at this stage it is via a Zoom link.  We would love to see 
you at our next meeting if you are free as we will have lots to discuss! 



  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 


