
WEEK 3 TERM 4 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 19th October 2022 
Dear Families, 

This Friday the 21st of October, marks the 88th anniversary of the official opening of St Mark’s Catholic Parish Primary School, 
Fawkner in 1934 by the Archbishop of Melbourne, His Grace, the Most Reverend Dr. Mannix. We as current members of St 
Mark’s Catholic School and Parish are indebted and grateful to all those who have come before us and done so much to 
ensure we are part of such a welcoming, inclusive and dynamic Catholic learning community. We are extremely fortunate to 
be the recipients of the legacy of all Priests, Mercy Nuns, lay staff, students, families and parishioners who have helped to 
make St Mark’s Catholic Parish Primary School what it is today. 

The teachings of Jesus Christ and the Mercy Educational Values of Compassion, Justice, Respect, Hospitality, Service and 
Courage are what we as a community of mercy are guided by, and aspire to every day. We ask the Holy Spirit to guide us as 
we carry on the legacy of those who came before us. 

Our Whole School Performance ‘ONE’ is fast approaching. It will be held on the night of Thursday October 27th at Penola 
Catholic College, 29 Gibson St, Broadmeadows. Children need to arrive by 5.50pm to ensure everyone is ready to go when 
the curtain goes up at 6.30pm. 
Preparations are in full swing for what promises to be a wonderful night. I have had the privilege of viewing all of the items and 
can assure you they are amazing. Tickets are selling fast, so contact the Office to purchase yours now. A note was sent 
home last week with information about the evening and all details you’ll need to know to prepare your child/ren (costumes, 
drop off/pick up arrangements, etc.). A Rehearsal Permission Note was also sent out on Monday last week. Please ensure it 
is signed and returned to classroom teachers. 
As advised, it is an expectation that all students attend the Whole School Performance. If for any reason your child is 
unable to attend, please contact me directly. 

Raffle Prize Donations - Our Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Action Team (KM@SMAT) is running a Raffle that will be drawn on the 
Performance night straight after the show and would love any donations for prizes. If you are able to donate a prize, please 
contact the Office. 
There are 3 fantastic prizes up for grabs and we encourage all families to purchase the book of tickets that were sent home 
yesterday with the oldest child in each family. All funds raised will be used to purchase items for your children! 
Ticket prices are; 
-1 ticket is $2.00 
-3 tickets for $5.00 
-15 tickets (whole book) is $25.00 

Please return all tickets (both the sold stubs and any unsold tickets) by the 25th October 2022 for your chance to win one of 3 
fantastic prizes! 
If you would like to purchase extra tickets, please contact Lisa in the office or alternatively we will have volunteers selling extra 
tickets on the performance night. Thank you as always for your continued support! KM@SMAT 

Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Action Team State Election BBQ & Bake Sale Fundraiser - This year there will be a Polling 
Booth in St Mark’s School Hall for the State Election on Saturday November 26th. On that day our KM@SMAT will be 
conducting a BBQ & Bake Sale Fundraiser from 8.00am-4.00pm here at St Mark’s. This is a wonderful fundraising opportunity 
for our children. It is also a great way to promote our fantastic school in the local community. 
We require a minimum of 20 volunteers to run the stalls for two hour sessions on the day, in groups of five (8-10am; 10am-
12pm; 12-2pm; 2-4pm). Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au to book in your slot. Please use the Booking Code – 
2seqa 
We will also require volunteers to run the Bake Sale on the day and people to donate cakes and baked goods to be sold at the 
stall. All details were sent home yesterday. 

  

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/


 
Online Canteen Orders - I’m pleased to advise that families can now place online Canteen orders and pay for items using a 
credit card. To access this facility, please open your Skoolbag App and click on the ‘Payments’ Tab at the bottom of your 
screen. You will then be able to select ‘My School Tuckshop’ to place and pay for your order. More details are contained in 
this newsletter. Online orders must be placed by 9.00am on the day required. Families have the option to continue ordering 
manually and to apy cash. Many thanks to our Canteen Manager, Vicki Smith, for all her research and hard work in setting 
this up for our community.  

Walk To School in October Breakfast - During October we are encouraging everyone to walk safely to school with their 
parents or carers. Why not give it a try. This will be an opportunity to learn about road safety while promoting an active and 
healthy lifestyle.  If you can’t walk all the way, maybe you could park the car and walk some of the way. There will be a 
special Breakfast at 8.00am on Friday October 21st in the playground.  All welcome! 

Christmas Carols & Family Picnic - Please join us on Thursday December 1st at 6.00pm for our annual Christmas Carols 
and Family Picnic. We will hold the event on our lovely Oval on what we hope will be a beautiful Melbourne summer evening. 
Each class will be singing two songs as well as Carols in Italian. Students are asked to wear Christmas colours and outfits. 
Please Bring Your Own food and drinks, chairs and rugs. We look forward to a lovely evening together to celebrate a great 
2022. In line with our Child Safety Policy, this is an alcohol free event. 

Helper’s Morning Tea - On Friday December 9th at 9.30am St Mark’s staff will say thank you to our volunteers and helpers by 
hosting a Morning Tea at 9.30am straight after our Advent Liturgy at 9.00am. We would like all volunteers who have helped 
out at St Mark’s this year, in any way, to join us. Please mark this date in your calendar. Through your generous actions 
volunteers enable rich learning to take place. 

Class Groupings for 2023 - We are currently in the process of developing our class groupings for 2023. Please contact me 
in writing with regards any issues that we need to be aware of that may impact on your child’s learning in 2023 – 
principal@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au 

Intentions for 2023 - We are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2023. To assist, we need to know if 
any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2022. If your child will not be returning to St Mark’s in 
2023 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible. 

SunSmart at St Mark’s - In accordance with our SunSmart Policy at St Mark’s, a reminder that school hats are to be worn by 
all students for all outside activities in Term 4. Students can choose to wear either the School Legionnaire’s Hat or the Bucket 
Hat. Hats are available for purchase from PSW – 2/283 Rex Rd, Campbellfield, 9303 7845 or www.psw.com.au. Please 
ensure hats are labelled with your child’s name. 

School Closure Days in Term 4 - Monday October 31st will be school a closure day. Students do not attend school on that 
day as this is a Report Writing Day for staff. OSHC will not be operating on that day. 

COVID-19 Update - Changes to Isolation Requirements 

Families will be aware that the Victorian Government has recently announced changes to the COVID-19 isolation 
requirements. This means that the mandatory orders around isolation for people with COVID-19 have ended and instead we 
move to health advice and recommendations for people with COVID-19 or COVID-19-like symptoms. We will continue to 
adhere to the Department of Health’s recommendations to ensure that our school remains a safe environment for our staff 
and students. The Department of Health strongly recommends that students and school staff: 

 who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days and do not attend school after 5 days if they are still 
symptomatic 

 who are symptomatic but have not tested positive not attend school. This does not include students with pre-existing 
conditions such as hay fever. 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19, please let us know. You should also continue to notify the Department of Health via 
their webform or by calling 1800 675 398. We are no longer required to report positive cases to the school community. 

Please continue to remain vigilant about preventing COVID-19 transmission. Any student who is unwell should continue to 
remain at home. This helps to keep staff and students healthy and well in our school and reduces the spread of both COVID-
19 and other respiratory diseases. Parents and carers will be contacted if their child shows symptoms while at school. 

Students who wish to wear a mask should continue to do so. To keep our school as safe as possible, we will also continue to 
use air purifiers and other COVID-19 prevention measures. 

Rapid Antigen Testing - The Victorian Government is providing further deliveries of rapid antigen tests in Term 4 to schools. 
It is recommended that rapid antigen tests are used by students and staff when symptomatic. A new kit of RATs will be sent 
home in coming weeks with the oldest in each family. As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and 
protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd 
(MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the 
CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

mailto:principal@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au
http://www.psw.com.au/
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

19th October Julian 1  22nd October Bethany 1 

 

Our Condolences - We offer our heartfelt condolences to Ava (LA9) and her family on the recent passing of her dear 
Grandpa, Norm Murrell. Please keep Ava and her family in your prayers during this difficult time for them. Eternal rest grant 
unto him, O Lord. May perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 
 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

  



  

TERM 4, 2022 

OCTOBER 

Wednesday 19th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #3 of Steps2Prep 

Friday 21st 8.00am Walk To School in October Breakfast 

Friday 21st Gr3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum 

Tuesday 25th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 26th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #4 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 27th Performance Rehearsal Day @ Penola Broadmeadows 

Thursday 27th 6.30pm Whole School Performance at Penola Catholic College, Broadmeadows 

Friday 28th World Teachers Day 

Monday 31st School Closure Day – Report Writing – No school for students 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday 2nd   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #5 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 3rd Yrs 3-6 First Aid in Schools Program 

Friday 4th 9.30am-2.00pm St Mark's Athletics Day @ Parker Reserve 

Tuesday 8th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 9th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #6 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 10th 7.30pm Mercy College Yr7 2023 Information Evening 

Thursday 10th Yrs 3-6First Aid in Schools Program - TBC 

Friday 11th  Remembrance Day 

Friday 11th 10.40am St Mark’s Remembrance Day Service 

Mon 14th – Fri 18th P-2 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 15th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Friday 18th Mercy College Yr7 2023 Orientation Day 

Tuesday 22nd 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Thursday 24th 9.00am Prep 2023 Orientation Session #1 

Friday 25th 9.00am 1st Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA7 & LA8 

Saturday 26th  Victorian State Election – Polling Booth @ St Mark’s School 

Saturday 26th KM@SMAT Fundraiser BBQ & Bake Sale 

Sunday 27th 1st Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday 29th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Tuesday 29th Parade College Solo Transition Morning 

DECEMBER 

Thursday 1st 9.00am Prep 2023 Orientation Session #2 

Thursday 1st 6.00pm Christmas Carols & Family Picnic (BYO) - TBC 

Friday 2nd Penola Catholic College Orientation Day 

Friday 2nd  9.00am 2nd Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA4 & LA5 & ABC Music Concert @ Assembly 

Sunday 4th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday 6th Parade College Yr7 2023 Orientation Morning 

Wednesday 7th 2.30pm Candle Ceremony 

Thursday 8th Gr6 End of Year Excursion 

Friday 9th 9.00am 3rd Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA1 

Friday 9th 9.30am Helper’s Morning Tea 

Sunday 11th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday 12th 9.15-10.15am Step Up 2023 Classes Orientation Session 

Tuesday 13th Government Schools Yr7, 2023 Orientation Day 

Tuesday 13th  6.00pm Gr6 Graduation Mass & Celebration 

Friday 16th 11.50am Yr6 Farewell Assembly & 4th Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA9 & LA10 

Friday 16th 1.00pm Students Dismissed 

Sunday 18th 3rd Sunday of Advent 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Eddie - for showing persistence when reading. You showed determination and and should be very proud 
of your efforts. Well done champ!  

Maya - for showing courage when practising praying the Hail Mary for assembly. You spoke so clearly and 
you should be proud. Well done!  

LA4 Leo - for being a persistent and respectful learner. Congratulations on the effort you are putting into 
learning our concert item and the respect you are showing towards your teachers and peers during 
rehearsals. Well done Leo! 

LA5 Tiana - for being a respectful learner. Tiana, you have demonstrated respect by always using your “whole 
body listening” when learning in the classroom. Well done! 

LA7 Schollie - for being a courageous learner. Congratulations on attempting a new experience as a learner, 
by taking on the role of narrator for our school performance. Keep up the fantastic effort! 

LA8 Dom - for being a reflective learner. When writing summaries you reflect on what you have written and use 
strategies to help you improve on what you have written.  

LA9 Daniel, you’ve demonstrated persistence to complete tasks more independently. You’ve also been patient 
with yourself and your learning.by acknowledging whether something has been a small problem, or not a 
problem at all. 

LA10 Sienna - Well done on reflecting on your prior knowledge to solve problems around our ‘Units of 
Measurement’ topic in Mathematics. Keep up the great work! 

 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This Sunday, our Church celebrates the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time. In the Gospel, Jesus told the 
parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. Jesus teaches that the tax collector, who was 
humble, had chosen the correct place. This story tells us about humility, a word that means to be 
modest and not brag about what we have done.  We need to be modest about our 
accomplishments and remember that we all make mistakes and we all have faults. We are not 
better than others, but God loves us anyway.  

Gospel Reading: Lk 18:9-14  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being 
virtuous and despised everyone else, ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to 
himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of 
mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I 
pay tithes on all I get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to 
raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God; the other did not. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

Saints Club News- Term 4 Outreach Program for Social Justice 

Our Saints Club are looking forward to continuing to put into action our Mercy Values throughout this term. We are beginning 
the term with supporting the work of Catholic Mission by having a fundraiser for supporting struggling families in Ethiopia. 

 

 

FUNDRAISER FOR CRAZY SOCKS DAY!!  

 

DATE: Friday 21st October              

 

Gold Coin Donation!!!  

 

Come dressed in your CRAZY Socks!  Members of the Saints Club will be taking photos on the day!  (Money raised will sent 
to support the work of Catholic Missions) 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  
JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, YOU ALSO SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 

John 13:34 

 

Ms Dot Mash 
RE Leader 



 

OFFICE NEWS 

STUDENT ABSENTEES 
Just a reminder that if your child is away from school it is a 
legal requirement to notify the school of their absence. This can 
be done via skoolbag app, seesaw, phoning the office or by 
sending the classroom teacher an email. If we do not receive 
notification we will be notifying you via SMS message. 

Any student arriving at school after 9.15am MUST BE signed in by their parent/guardian via the IPad located in the office 
foyer. 

SCHOOL FEES 
Just a reminder that all school fees are due to be paid in full. If you are experiencing any financial hardship please contact the 
Principal. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Now available - lunch time only - lemonade icy poles $1.50 each.  

  



 

WHOLE SCHOOL PERFORMANCE COSTUME REMINDER 

We have been busily rehearsing for our upcoming Whole School Performance on 27th October 2022 at Penola Catholic 

Secondary College, Broadmeadows.  We are asking that all students bring in their costumes in a bag labelled with their name 

as soon as possible. A letter was sent home in Week 8 with more information. All students must bring in their costumes by 

Week 2, Term 4 (next term).  

Please ask your classroom teacher or Ms Beltrame if you are unsure or need more information. 

We are also welcoming any family members who would like to help with costumes/prop/set design to email Ms Beltrame of 

your availability. 

Thanking you in advance and looking forward to sharing all of our hard work with you on the night! 

Lara Beltrame 

Performing Arts Teacher 

lara.beltrame@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au 
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