
WEEK 5 TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 23rd February 2022 
Dear Families, 

It was great to see so many families attend our Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Welcome Picnic in the Park at Parker Reserve last 
Thursday. On a perfect Melbourne evening we gathered and spent time welcoming new families and catching up with old 
friends, while the children played happily together. The Welcome Picnic is a great example of the commitment of our learning 
community to forge relationships and engage families in the life of St Mark’s school. I thank the staff who attended for their 
commitment in going the extra yards in order to establish firm partnerships with the families of St Mark’s. And of course I 
thank the families for embracing this opportunity. 

Staff News - I am very pleased to advise that Ms Sarah Cumper will be joining the St Mark’s community on Monday February 
28th as a Learning Support Officer in the junior area of the school. Sarah comes to us highly recommended. We are very 
excited to have Sarah join us and we look forward to her sharing her gifts and talents with us to further enhance our 
community. 

ANZAC Dawn Service at Fawkner RSL – once again this year we have been invited to participate in the ANZAC Day Dawn 
Service at Fawkner RSL on Monday April 25th at 6.00am (arrive 5.45am). Our Students will be singing the National Anthem. A 
note has gone home to all families. Please respond by Friday March 11th so we can begin preparing the Choir. 
I encourage all families to come along to support this significant National event where we give thanks to those who have done 
so much to allow us to live in peace in our wonderful country. Breakfast will be served after the service. Children eat free and 
adults pay a gold coin donation. 
We will also be hosting our own ANZAC Day Service on Tuesday April 26th at 2.30pm in the playground. 

St Mark’s Enrolment Tours for 2023 Prep Students  – This year I will be offering small group School Tours in March for 
families wishing to enrol their children at St Mark’s for Prep 2023. Please tell your family, friends and neighbours to contact 
the Office on 8335 4100 to arrange an Enrolment Tour. Enrolment Applications for Prep 2023 close on April 30th, 2022. 

Prep 2023 Tour Dates & Times 

DATE TOUR #1 TOUR #2 

Monday February 28th  9.00am 10.00am 
Thursday March 3rd  9.00am 10.00am 
Monday March 7th  9.00am 10.00am 
Thursday March 10th 9.00am 10.00am 
Monday March 14th 9.00am 10.00am 
Thursday March 17th 9.00am 10.00am 

 
Current St Mark’s Families 2023 Prep Enrolments – If you have a child who will be starting school next year can you 
please collect an Enrolment Form from the Office. Children must turn 5 before April 30th, 2022. We need Enrolment Forms 
returned as soon as possible so we know how many places we have for new families who wish to enrol. Enrolments for Prep 
2023 close on April 30th. 

2023 Three & Four Year Old Kindergarten Enrolments – Enrolments for 2023 will start from Tuesday 1st of March. If your 
child is three or four years of age by April 30th 2022, they are eligible to attend a Kindergarten Program in 2023. For all details, 
please contact Moreland City Council’s Kindergarten Central Enrolment Officer, on 9240 2271 – 
centralenrolments@moreland.vic.gov.au 

2022 Student Leadership @ St Mark’s 
2022 Student Leaders will be announced at Assembly on Friday March 4th at 9.00am. At this Assembly they will take their 
pledge of leadership and be presented with their Leadership Badges. Gr5/6 families were sent an Invitation Letter on Tuesday 
this week and must send in a reply to register to attend the Assembly. There will be a limit of two members per family and 
each attendee must be fully vaccinated, sign in using our QR Code, wear a mask while in the Hall and must sit in the allocated 
seats. We look forward to welcoming back some families to Assembly this Friday. 
  

mailto:centralenrolments@moreland.vic.gov.au


 
Learning Information Sessions – These group sessions will provide the opportunity for families to hear from the classroom 
teachers about all relevant learning information for the 2022 school year. These meetings will be held as ZOOM Meetings. 
Links to the sessions are included in the Calendar below and will be sent out on SeeSaw prior to the sessions. 
Families are strongly encouraged to attend. 

 6.00pm 7.00pm 

Wednesday February 23rd Prep  LA4 & LA5 

Wednesday March 2nd  LA9 & LA10 LA7 & LA8 

 
Ash Wednesday – Due to the current restriction, the staff and students will not be attending the 9.00am Parish Ash 
Wednesday Mass in St Mark’s Church. Instead, a whole School Ash Wednesday Liturgy will be held in the School Hall at 
2.30pm. This Liturgy is for staff and students only. 
Fr Colin will be celebrating Ash Wednesday Parish Masses in St Mark’s Church at 9.00am and 6.00pm. 

Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Parent Action Team – As everyone is aware, St Marks is a KidsMatter school. This means we are 
a school that caters for the spiritual, academic, social and emotional learning of all members of our school community, 
particularly our students. The four components of KidsMatter are: 

1. Positive School Community 
2. Social Emotional Learning for Students 
3. Working with Parents and Carers 
4. Supporting the Mental Health of all. 

A key component of KidsMatter is that staff and families work closely together. Our KidsMatter @ St Mark’s Parent Action 
Team is comprised of staff, parents/carers and volunteers. It takes on the dual role of developing opportunities for families to 
engage with their child’s academic, social and emotional learning as well as looking at fundraising opportunities to support 
learning and the development of facilities. 

Our first meeting for 2022 will be held on Friday February 25th at 9.30am as a Zoom Meeting. 

(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE). Meeting Link -
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89367273624?pwd=b3VXekx5NldzaG5MNDZKaGpobWV1UT09 

At this meeting we will elect Office Bearers and general committee members. I encourage all families to take up the 
opportunity to be involved in this exciting initiative. 
If you are interested in being involved, it is recommended you apply for a Working With Children Check.  This is a requirement 
of all schools for parents, grandparents and other volunteers to have when working or volunteering with children.  There is no 
cost to apply and you will find the application online at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au. 
Please let us know if you need any assistance in applying for the Working with Children Check. 

COVID Safe Measures – For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents will only 
be able to enter buildings for pre-arranged appointments, and if they are fully vaccinated. Parents are required to keep their 
time onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite and wear a face mask. 
I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of 
our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – late last week, the Victorian Government announced that existing COVIDSafe measures in schools 
and early childhood settings would continue until the end of Term 1. Rapid antigen surveillance testing will continue until the 
end of Term 1. The third  rapid antigen tests were distributed to families on Monday February 21st. More RAT’s will be 
distributed in coming weeks. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 

Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days: 

 Tuesday 22nd February 

 Thursday 24th February 

 Monday 28th February 
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 Thursday 3rd March 

 Monday 7th March 

 Thursday 10th March 

 Tuesday 15th March 

 Thursday  17th March 

 Monday 21st  

 Thursday 24th  

 Monday 28th March 

 Thursday 31st March 

 Monday 4th April 

 Thursday 7th April 
 

Students must do the tests at home. Parents must report a positive result to the school by phone or written notification; 
this is so the school can support families, record that students will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the 
school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. Privacy will 
remain paramount. There is no need to report a negative test result to the school. 

If students receive a positive test result at any time, you must also report this through the Department of Health system (Rapid 
antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

All community members who return a positive result from a rapid antigen test should also follow the latest advice at 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests Information about how to do a test, including a how-to video translated 
into 33 languages, is also available online. If someone in your household tests positive, you will all need to isolate for 7 days 
and follow the information given by DHS and your healthcare provider. 

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 

Please Note: These tests have been supplied for our St Mark’s students to use. If someone in your family needs to do a 
Rapid Antigen Test, they will need to purchase a test for themselves. 

Mask wearing will also continue for 3-6 students and staff until further notice. 

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in limiting the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our school community safe. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Confirmation – Friday June 3rd at 7.00pm 
First Eucharist – Sunday June 19th at 10.00am 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

23rd February Chelsea 4  25th February  Frederick 9 

26th February Scholastica 7  26th February  Evan 8 

27th February Rayan 1  1st March  Manmeet 7 

 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
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TERM 1, 2022 

FEBRUARY 

Weds 23rd No school for Preps 

Weds 23rd 6.00pm 
Prep Learning Information Session – ZOOM -
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82853714236?pwd=dXljSHlVa21pdis5QTg2OGJ
WR25tQT09 

Weds 23rd 7.00pm 
Gr 1/2 Learning Information Session (LA4 & LA5) – ZOOM - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85146629239?pwd=SDRLblRMb2xFUFV5UDRj
V3Y2Q0FmQT09 

Fri 25th  9.30am 
Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Action Team ZOOM Meeting – 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89367273624?pwd=b3VXekx5NldzaG5MNDZKaGpobWV1U
T09 

Mon 28th Preps commence Full Time this week (including Wednesday) 

MARCH 

Weds 2nd 2.30pm Whole School Ash Wednesday Liturgy in School Hall – Staff & Students only 

Weds 2nd 
6.00pm 

Gr 3/4 Learning Information Session - (LA9 & LA10) – ZOOM - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87317953178?pwd=alY5TEFkckxQLzFBTWtMR
Vg5ODB2QT09 

Weds 2nd 
7.00pm 

Gr 5/6 Learning Information Session (LA7 & LA8) – ZOOM - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81854879252?pwd=a3Y2OHBQYlIvVjRMK1ZLY
3J2WmJVUT09 

Fri 4th 9.00am Student Leadership Assembly – Gr 5/6 Families invited to attend 

Friday 4th  11.00am Whole School Mass in School Hall – Staff & Students only 

Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 18th 2020 National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence 

Sunday 20th Harmony Day 

APRIL 

Friday 8th 1.30pm Students Dismissed - End of Term 1 

Sunday 10th Palm Sunday 

Thursday 14th Holy Thursday 

Friday 15th Good Friday 

Sunday 17th Easter Sunday 

Monday 18th Easter Monday 

Monday 25th 5.45am Students singing the National Anthem at the Fawkner RSL Dawn Service 

Tuesday 26th 8.45am Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 26th 2.30pm St Mark’s ANZAC Day Service 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 
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Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Fabian - for showing resilience when your tower kept falling down. You didn’t give up and you did a great 
job at bouncing back. Well done superstar! 

LA4 Jaidan - for being such a courageous and reflective writer. Jaidan works independently, uses the 
environment to spell unknown words and tries to use descriptive language to make the story more 
entertaining for the audience. Well done Jaidan. 

LA5 Christian - for showing respect to others during the school day by using his manners. Great effort 
Christian! 

LA7 Klaudia - for having a positive attitude and demonstrating persistence as a learner.  It has been great to 
see you have confidence to share with the class a strategy you use to record new words you come across 
when reading. Keep up the great work! 

LA8 Prasana - for being a focused and reflective learner. You always give your learning tasks your best shot. 
You have a great ability to take on peer and teacher feedback in order to improve your work and you are 
always willing to share your ideas with others. We are very proud of you! 

LA9 Costa, your reflective and persistent nature has shone through in your maths, particularly when finding 
more than one solution to make several four digit numbers. You are also challenging yourself by selecting 
very large numbers from which to count forwards and backwards. Top thinking! 

LA10 Declan - for reflecting on your maths tasks by using different strategies to solve problems using number 
lines. Keep up the great work! 

Italian Joseph Licha - for showing rispetto while reciting the Caro Gesu prayer. Bravo. 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

8th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
This Sunday we celebrate the 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time in our Church. In the Gospel, 
Jesus says, “A good tree does not bear bad fruit…. A good person brings good out of the 
treasure of good things in his heart.” We are reminded to do good things for others, such 
as helping people, sharing what we have and treating every person with respect.  

 

 

 

Gospel Reading:  Lk 6:39-45 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Jesus told a parable to his disciples, ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit? The disciple is not 
superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your 
brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter 
that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then 
you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye. 

‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces sound fruit. 
For every tree can be told by its own fruit: people do not pick figs from thorns, nor gather grapes 
from brambles. A good man draws what is good from the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man 
draws what is bad from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Church Season of Lent 
Next Wednesday 2nd March is Ash Wednesday. This day marks the beginning of the Season of Lent (which 
lasts for 40 days) and is a time of preparation for Easter. On this day we are blessed with ashes, which 
calls us to turn away from sin and to follow Jesus in our words and actions. 

During the season of Lent we are called to focus on giving to others (alms-giving/service of love), fasting 
(giving up something) and spending time in prayer. 

School Celebrations for the beginning of Lent 
Our school community will gather to celebrate an Ash Wednesday Prayer Service at 2.30pm next Wednesday and a School 
Mass on Friday 4th March at 11.00am. Both celebrations will take place in the school hall. Unfortunately, due to the current 
COVID 19 restrictions, the celebration can only be attended by our staff and students.  

2022 Sacrament News 
Letters were sent home yesterday and posted to families on Seesaw, outlining information about 
this year’s Sacrament Programs for our Yrs 3, 4 & 6 students. We look forward to working in 
partnership with families in preparing the children in their journey of faith. If you wish your child to 
receive the Sacraments please complete the form attached to the letter and return it to school by 
next Tuesday 1st March. 

 

 

St Mark’s Saints Club 
Thank you to all the children who have joined our Saints Club for 
this year.  We met for the first time yesterday in our STEM area and 
spoke about how we will work in collaboration to put our Mercy 
Values into action- and therefore make a difference to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 



 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Welcome back everyone. The canteen is fully stocked and ready to serve with over the counter sales and lunch orders. Our 
lunch orders and counter sales are in the first break only. We have icy poles available for those hot days as well as snack 
items. Please refer to the new canteen list for some minor price increases and the available items for sale.  

Looking forward to serving you. 

Vicki Smith  
Canteen Manager 

 

We Like To Move It, Move It! 
Whole School Performing Arts Incursion 

On Tuesday 1st March the St Mark’s students will attend a Performing Arts Incursion facilitated by the company 
Stomp Dance Co. This session promises to teach our students a high energy, fun and exciting lesson that will 
create a buzz in our school! 

The sessions will take place here, at St Mark’s with the Year Prep/1/2 groups attending at 12pm and the Year 
3/4/5/6 groups attending at 12:30pm. 

Looking forward to sharing some photos and experiences from our sessions with you soon! Stay tuned! 

Ms Beltrame 
Performing Arts Teacher 
  



 
LA7 & LA8 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Hi St Mark’s community!  

This week in year 5 and 6 we have been busy learning about a range of different things and expanding our knowledge and 
skills.  

LA7 has been learning about the Winter Olympics. We have been listening to and watching interviews with the athletes, 
reading articles and getting medal tallies. It has been really interesting to learn about what is happening at the Olympics, we 
have really enjoyed it. 

In LA8 our S.E.L lessons have been focused around building resilience and 
working collaboratively. We worked in teams to complete the marshmallow 
challenge, where we had 5 marshmallows and 10 pieces of dry spaghetti. We 
had to use these materials and work together to build the tallest tower. It was 
very challenging and really tested our team work skills. We did a personal 
reflection afterwards where we had to reflect on how we participated in the 
success of our group.  

In maths we have all been learning about 
rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000 
and 10, 000. It can be challenging at times but 
we know that with lots of practice we will be 
able to do this skill confidently. 

In sport we have been learning how to play netball. We are getting ready for inter-school 
sports. Netball is really fun and we are enjoying learning the technique and skills required to 
play well. In art we are learning about pattern and block writing and contrasting colours 

By Lara and Klaudia   



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


