WEEK 5 TERM 3 NEWSLETTER
Wednesday 11th August 2021
Dear Families,
Thank you for your ongoing support as we have all once again responded to a snap Lockdown at short notice, and now the
extension of this lockdown. I hope everyone is well and that the past few days have been productive and as low stress as
possible. Our staff have once again worked hard in recent days to put things in place to meet the needs of our children and
families at very short notice. As is always the case, we are very conscious that the current learning expectations need to be
realistic and achievable. The wellbeing of all community members remains a high priority. I am confident that a few more days
of learning in this way will not impact on the children’s long term learning.
Following the announcement at the Premier’s Press Conference this morning, we now know that this Lockdown will be
extended for a week. We are moving forward with the understanding that we will be welcoming the children back onsite on
Friday August 20th at 8.45am. Upon the return to onsite learning, please continue to follow our COVID Safe Practices and
minimise your time on school grounds. Please follow all current mask wearing regulations.
Information outlining procedures for the coming week will be shared on SeeSaw and Skoolbag later today. I thank you for
your patience and support.
I’m pleased to advise that each Learning Level has now introduced live Literacy and Numeracy lessons for students each day
via Google Meets. We are constantly reviewing our practices and feel that live lessons will further enhance student learning.
The introduction of these live lessons is also in response to the feedback we have received from families in recent weeks.
Teachers have provided details of all lessons and a timetable to access them. We remain committed to working in partnership
with families in the best interest of the children.
Following is some lovely feedback we have received from one of our parents - I just wanted to say thank you for doing a great
job yet again with remote learning, and that this time around we've found the new method of using primarily Google meets to
be very effective. Our child is happier to do his work and because the teacher is running the lessons, he isn't getting (as)
frustrated with me... we are both calmer and I'm able to help him more effectively because of it. You're doing an excellent job
conducting these classes online, kudos to you! And the kids are doing great too :)
Please continue to keep a close eye on your children over the coming days, as this return to lockdown may cause worry for
children, just like it can impact on us as adults. Take the time to listen to your children and assure them that all will be ok.
Sadly, the celebration of the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist for our Gr4 children planned for tonight has been cancelled. My heart
goes out to these children, their families and the staff involved. We hope to have an update on the celebration of 1st Eucharist
in the near future. I thank those families concerned for your patience and understanding as we put things in place.
We had a beautiful celebration last Wednesday when 8 of our Gr5 students received the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist. I would
like to congratulate the families of these 1st Communicants who have done such a great job in nurturing, guiding and
supporting the children in their faith formation. Thank you to our school staff members who have done so much to support the
children over the years. Particular thanks to our Parish Priest, Fr Colin Xavier, our Religious Education Leader, Ms Dorothy
Mash and our Yr5/6 Teachers Ms Emma Crotty, Ms Lara Beltrame and Mrs Daniela Lazzaro for their leadership and
guidance.

Last Sunday, August the 8th was the Feast Day of Australia’s first Saint, St Mary MacKillop. St Mary of the Cross was born in
Fitzroy in 1842 and is famous for the phrase, “Never see a need without doing something about it”. Like St Mary of the Cross,
may we always strive to live out our Mercy Value of Hospitality, welcoming everyone, embracing those in need and allowing
the Holy Spirit to work through us.
Father’s Day Breakfast - To all our fathers, grandfathers and father figures, we pray that you will be able to join us for a
delicious Bacon ‘n’ Egg Breakfast on Friday September 3rd between 7.15am and 9.00am followed by Assembly led by our
5/6 Students. If this event is able to go ahead, it will be our way of saying thanks to all the men in our community who do so
much for us. We also plan to provide toast and juice for our students who come along. I will keep the community informed as
information comes to hand.
Intentions for 2022 – It’s hard to believe that we are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2022.
To assist, we need to know if any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2021. If your child will not
be returning to St Mark’s in 2022 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible.
2022 Prep Enrolments – Please tell your friends that there are still places available for Prep 2022 at St Mark’s. I am available
for School Tours, which can be booked through the Office on 8335 4100.
Catholic Secondary College Enrolments – local Catholic Secondary Colleges take Year 7 enrolments during a student’s
Grade 5 year. I encourage families of current Grade 4 & 5 students to contact secondary colleges that they are considering for
their child, in order to determine enrolment requirements and cut off dates. Yr 7 2023 enrolments (current Yr 5s) close on
Friday August 20th.
Update on New COVID Restrictions - All staff and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask while onsite, unless
there is an exemption. If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must sign in using our QR
Code, wear your face mask and continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite at drop off and
pick up time, and also continue to sign in and out using our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings. When onsite
learning returns, Drop Off & Pick Up arrangements will remain unchanged, with all students being dismissed at 3.30pm.
Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support.
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of
the community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results.
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is
available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe.
2021 Sacrament Dates
First Eucharist –Grade 4’s – To be advised
Confirmation – Thursday September 2nd at 7.00pm

Birthdays

Congratulations – Congratulations to Audrey (LA5) on the birth of her baby brother Oliver on Monday. We wish
Audrey, her parents Rachel and Rhyan and her sister Ruby a lifetime of happiness together.

Learners Of The Week
Learning
Area

Name

Prep

Jack - for showing persistence when making wool pom poms in Discovery Learning. Well done on learning
a new skill.

LA4

Daniel Marchio - for being so courageous and having a go at all his writing work. You have got yourself out
of the Learning Pit by being brave, persistent and resilient. Well Done.
Leo Dogovski - for trying so hard on your online learning. You have been so brave and shown us how
clever you are!

LA5

Joseph Licha - for being a persistent and curious learner during Remote Learning. It is fantastic to see the
enthusiasm and commitment you show towards your learning. Keep up the amazing work!

LA7

Claudia - for demonstrating great persistence and curiosity as a learner during your Math focus group this
week. You have taken risks with your learning when working on developing your understanding about
Factors and Multiples. Keep up the positive mindset!

LA8

Hunter - for being a curious learner during R.E. lessons and when preparing for your First Eucharist. It was
great to see you asking Fr Colin for information about the relics in the altar at St Mark’s Church.

LA9

Lilly – for your persistence to complete all of your tasks during remote learning has been fantastic,
particularly when creating a column graph about your sock colours, and also when reflecting deeply on
asking and answering thick questions. Totally terrific!

LA10

Zac – for being reflective during Google meets by thinking carefully about your responses during small
focus groups in Literacy. You were able to explain why you thought the predictions you made were correct.
Also, well done on being our Jam Board expert and helping others to contribute.

ITALIAN

Tom - LA9, for being Persistent with Italian work. During Remote Learning lessons, you practised the
Italian names for foods and drinks, and you drew images to help you with the pronunciations. Your best
words were: “il té” (tea); “il tramezzino” (the sandwich) and “il succo di frutta” (fruit juice). BRAVO!

God Bless,

Peter Wilson, Principal
‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety,
wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’

TERM 3, 2021
AUGUST
Wednesday 11th

7.00pm

Friday 13th

Penola Volleyball Competition – Gr6 students - CANCELLED

Friday

13th

2.45pm

Gr4 Celebration of 1 Eucharist - CANCELLED
st

Assembly – General – Code - smfassembly

Sunday 15th

Feast of the Assumption

Tuesday 17th

6.30pm

5/6 Camp Parent Info Session – ZOOM Meeting

Friday

20th

8.45am

Return to Onsite Learning

Friday

20th

2.45pm

Assembly – Hosted by Preps - TBC

Friday 20th

Catholic Secondary Colleges Yr7 2023 Enrolments close
BOOK WEEK COMMENCES - Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds

Monday 23rd
Wednesday
Friday

25th

Book Fair – Wednesday - Friday

27th

Book Week Celebrations

Friday 27th

2.45pm

Monday 30th

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Open

Tuesday

31st

9am-1pm

Assembly – Host TBA
St Mark’s Athletics Sports @ Parker Reserve
SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 1st

Confirmation Retreat Day

Thursday 2nd

7.00pm

Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s

Friday

3rd

7.30am

Father’s Day Breakfast

Friday

3rd

9.00am

Father’s Day Assembly – Hosted by Gr5/6’s

Sunday 5th

Father’s Day

Thursday 9th

3.30-6.30pm

St Mark’s Art Show

2.45pm

Assembly hosted by Drumbeat Program

Friday

10th

Wednesday
Friday 17th

15th

– Friday

17th

Gr 5/6 Camp to The Ranch – Cape Schanck
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Open

Friday

17th

Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm

Friday

17th

2.45pm

Assembly – General (No Visitors)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Feast of the Assumption of Mary 15th August
This Sunday our church celebrates the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. On this day we
celebrate Mary’s heavenly birthday- the day that she was taken body and soul into heaven.
In this week’s Gospel, we read that Mary responded to the prompting of the Holy Spirit by
setting out on a mission of charity and service- to visit Zechariah and Elizabeth. Mary’s act of service
for Elizabeth remains a model for us today, as we meet Christ in our daily lives through our acts of
service and charity.
As the COVID pandemic continues to challenge us, we see many wonderful examples of acts of
service within our local and global communities,
May God continue to bless and watch over us during these challenging times.

Gospel- Mary Visits Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-56)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and
greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child
in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’
And Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm,
he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home.
The Gospel of the Lord
First Eucharist
Our Year 4 & 5 children spent last Wednesday together for a Retreat Day, where they spent the day reflecting on the
importance of the Eucharist, experiencing time in prayer and participated in activities related to the Gospel Reading for the
First Eucharist Mass.

Sacrament of First Eucharist
Congratulations to our Yr 5 children who celebrated their First Eucharist last Wednesday night.
Although we were limited with the number of people who could attend, we witnessed a very special
occasion for the children as part of their faith journey. A special thanks to Fr Colin for leading a
beautiful liturgy and to the families and teachers for preparing the children so well for the Sacrament.
We continue to keep in our prayers our Year 4 students who are not able to celebrate the Sacrament of First Eucharist
tonight, due to the current lockdown restrictions. We look forward to them celebrating this special time at a later date.
Saints Club News!
Putting our Mercy Values of ‘Service and Compassion’ into action!
The first group of students met last Wednesday with Ms Sue Torney and Ms Lancaster to cook muffins for the Hope Café.
We look forward to continuing our outreach once we are back onsite at St Mark’s.

Ms Dot Mash
RE Leader

