
WEEK 6 TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 2nd March 2022 
Dear Families, 

Today is Ash Wednesday, the day we welcome in the Liturgical Season of Lent. Lent is a special time of the year when 
Catholics prepare for the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter. Today when we attended our Ash Wednesday Liturgy we 
were sprinkled with ashes to remind us that sometimes we do not act as we should. During Lent we try to do good things for 
others. We try to go without the things we want for ourselves. By doing this we are trying to be better people. By doing this we 
are standing beside our brothers and sisters who live in poverty and injustice. By doing this we are working for a fairer world 
for all. During Lent we tell God and each other that we are sorry and we want to be more like Jesus. Our challenge as parents 
and educators is to provide the example to the young people in our lives that will encourage them to live a faith filled life. Once 
again this year I encourage families to donate in support of Project Compassion. 
Please note: There is a 7.00pm Ash Wednesday Mass this evening in St Mark’s Church. 

2022 Student Leadership @ St Mark’s 
2022 Student Leaders will be announced at Assembly this Friday at 9.00am. At this Assembly they will take their pledge of 
leadership and be presented with their Leadership Badges. Gr5/6 families were sent an Invitation Letter and must send in a 
reply to register to attend the Assembly. There will be a limit of two members per family and each attendee must be fully 
vaccinated, sign in using our QR Code, wear a mask while in the Hall and must sit in the allocated seats. We look forward to 
welcoming back some families to Assembly this Friday. 

Staff News – After 16 years of dedicated service to St Mark's, our LOTE (Italian) Teacher, Signora Donna Salera has made 
the decision to resign from her position to spend time with her growing family. Donna is currently on Long Service Leave, and 
will finish up at St Mark’s at the end of Term 1. We thank Donna for her dedication, passion and wonderful contribution to the 
St Mark's community. I have no doubt everyone will agree that our Italian program has been educational, fun and engaging for 
the children due to Donna's passion and commitment. Grazie Donna! While sad that we are losing Donna, we wish her every 
joy in her future. We will farewell and thank Donna on the last day of Term 1 at our final Assembly. 

ANZAC Dawn Service at Fawkner RSL – once again this year we have been invited to participate in the ANZAC Day Dawn 
Service at Fawkner RSL on Monday April 25th at 6.00am (arrive 5.45am). Our Students will be singing the National Anthem. A 
note has gone home to all families. Please respond by Friday March 11th so we can begin preparing the Choir. 
I encourage all families to come along to support this significant National event where we give thanks to those who have done 
so much to allow us to live in peace in our wonderful country. Breakfast will be served after the service. Children eat free and 
adults pay a gold coin donation. 
We will also be hosting our own ANZAC Day Service on Tuesday April 26th at 2.30pm in the playground. 

Holy Week Liturgies @ St Mark’s - Our teachers and students are busy preparing for our Holy Week Liturgies which will be 
held in the final week of Term 1. We anticipate that family members will be able to attend these liturgies to reinforce the 
message of Easter and the hope it brings us. All details of dates and times are included in the calendar below. 

St Mark’s Enrolment Tours for 2023 Prep Students  – This year I will be offering small group School Tours in March for 
families wishing to enrol their children at St Mark’s for Prep 2023. Please tell your family, friends and neighbours to contact 
the Office on 8335 4100 to arrange an Enrolment Tour. Enrolment Applications for Prep 2023 close on April 30th, 2022. 

Prep 2023 Tour Dates & Times 

DATE TOUR #1 TOUR #2 

Thursday March 3rd  9.00am 10.00am 

Monday March 7th  9.00am 10.00am 

Thursday March 10th 9.00am 10.00am 

Monday March 14th 9.00am 10.00am 

Thursday March 17th 9.00am 10.00am 

  



 

Current St Mark’s Families 2023 Prep Enrolments – If you have a child who will be starting school next year can you 
please collect an Enrolment Form from the Office. Children must turn 5 before April 30th, 2022. We need Enrolment Forms 
returned as soon as possible so we know how many places we have for new families who wish to enrol. Enrolments for Prep 
2023 close on April 30th. 

Learning Information Sessions – These group sessions will provide the opportunity for families to hear from the classroom 
teachers about all relevant learning information for the 2022 school year. These meetings will be held as ZOOM Meetings. 
Links to the sessions are included in the Calendar below and will be sent out on SeeSaw prior to the sessions. 
Families are strongly encouraged to attend. 

 6.00pm 7.00pm 

Wednesday March 2nd  LA9 & LA10 LA7 & LA8 

 
Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Parent Action Team – The first meeting of this new group was held last Friday. We had a good 
turn out and much was discussed. Thank you to the following people who have taken on official roles within the group: 
Chairperson – Lisa Marchio; Deputy Chairperson – Jo Liberato; Secretary – Bernadette Cahill; Deputy Secretary – Martha 
Palacio-Martinez. Initiatives that our KM@SMAT will be focussing on this year include our Family Disco in T2 and our Whole 
School Performance later in the year. We are also planning a social event for parents and friends. Our next meeting is on 
Friday March 25th at 9.30am  All welcome! Meeting details will be provided soon. 

2022 Student Residential Address and Other Information Collection – Please see the attached letter from the 
Department of Education and Training which outlines the schools requirement to submit a statement of addresses in 
accordance with the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (Cth). This information is used to inform Commonwealth school 
education policy, and to help ensure that Commonwealth funding arrangements for non-government schools are based on 
need and are fair and transparent. Please see the attached information letter for all details. 

If you have recently moved addresses, it is important that you provide the school with up to date residential address details 
immediately. 

COVID Safe Measures – For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents will only 
be able to enter buildings for pre-arranged appointments, and if they are fully vaccinated. Parents are required to keep their 
time onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite and wear a face mask. 

I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of 
our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The fourth box of rapid antigen tests will be distributed to families soon and more RAT’s will be 
distributed in coming weeks. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 

Several changes to the COVIDSafe settings in place in Victoria were also announced. From 6 pm on Friday 18 February, QR 
code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools. 

Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days: 

 Thursday 3rd March 

 Monday 7th March 

 Thursday 10th March 

 Tuesday 15th March 

 Thursday  17th March 

 Monday 21st  

 Thursday 24th  

 Monday 28th March 

 Thursday 31st March 

 Monday 4th April 

 Thursday 7th April 

Students must do the tests at home. Parents must report a positive result to the school by phone or written notification; 

this is so the school can support families, record that students will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the 

school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. Privacy will 

remain paramount. There is no need to report a negative test result to the school. 



 

If students receive a positive test result at any time, you must also report this through the Department of Health system (Rapid 

antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

All community members who return a positive result from a rapid antigen test should also follow the latest advice at 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests Information about how to do a test, including a how-to video translated 
into 33 languages, is also available online. If someone in your household tests positive, you will all need to isolate for 7 days 
and follow the information given by DHS and your healthcare provider. 

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 

Please Note: These tests have been supplied for our St Mark’s students to use. If someone in your family needs to do a 
Rapid Antigen Test, they will need to purchase a test for themselves. 

Mask wearing will also continue for 3-6 students and staff until further notice. 

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in limiting the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our school community safe. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Confirmation – Friday June 3rd at 7.00pm 
First Eucharist – Sunday June 19th at 10.00am 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

2nd March Ava 9  4th March  Summer 10 

6th March Jovian 5  7th March  Ezalena 10 

7th March Campbell 10  7th March  Demiana 8 

 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


  

TERM 1, 2022 

MARCH 

Weds 2nd 2.30pm Whole School Ash Wednesday Liturgy in School Hall – Staff & Students only 

Weds 2nd 
6.00pm 

Gr 3/4 Learning Information Session - (LA9 & LA10) – ZOOM - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87317953178?pwd=alY5TEFkckxQLzFBTWtMR
Vg5ODB2QT09 

Weds 2nd 
7.00pm 

Gr 5/6 Learning Information Session (LA7 & LA8) – ZOOM - 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81854879252?pwd=a3Y2OHBQYlIvVjRMK1ZLY
3J2WmJVUT09 

Fri 4th 9.00am Student Leadership Assembly – Gr 5/6 Families invited to attend 

Friday 4th  11.00am Whole School Mass in School Hall – Staff & Students only 

Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 18th 2020 National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence 

Sunday 20th Harmony Day 

APRIL 

Monday 4th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Hosted by LA1 & LA8 

Thursday 7th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Holy Thursday –   Hosted by LA9 & LA10 

Friday 8th 10.00am 
Holy Week Liturgy – Good Friday –   Hosted by LA4 & LA5 + Students of the 
Week & Birthdays & Farewell to Donna Salera 

Friday 8th 1.30pm Students Dismissed - End of Term 1 

Sunday 10th Palm Sunday 

Thursday 14th Holy Thursday 

Friday 15th Good Friday 

Sunday 17th Easter Sunday 

Monday 18th Easter Monday 

Monday 25th 5.45am Students singing the National Anthem at the Fawkner RSL Dawn Service 

Tuesday 26th 8.45am Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 26th 2.30pm St Mark’s ANZAC Day Service 

Friday 29th 9.00am Easter Sunday Liturgy – LA7 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87317953178?pwd=alY5TEFkckxQLzFBTWtMRVg5ODB2QT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87317953178?pwd=alY5TEFkckxQLzFBTWtMRVg5ODB2QT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81854879252?pwd=a3Y2OHBQYlIvVjRMK1ZLY3J2WmJVUT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81854879252?pwd=a3Y2OHBQYlIvVjRMK1ZLY3J2WmJVUT09


 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Noah - for working collaboratively during Discovery Learning. You should be proud of how you were able 
to problem solve with your team when trying to build a tyre tower. Well done Noah! 

LA4 Taji - for being courageous and reflective during Guided Reading. Taji, you take on feedback and as a 
result you have set a great example of what good readers do and how they sound. Keep up the amazing 
work! 

LA5 Siena Sepe - for being reflective when reading over and editing her writing and for showing curiosity by 
asking interesting questions. Great work! 

LA7 Ryan - for working collaboratively with your group in Inquiry learning when constructing a roller coaster. It 
was fantastic to see you work effectively with your team by sharing your ideas and accepting the ideas of 
your group to make changes along the way. Keep up the great work! 

LA8 Onille - for being such a helpful, thoughtful and respectful class member. You have shown what it means 
to be compassionate and caring. When you see others in need of assistance you are always willing to help 
them.  

LA9 Alexandra, your desire to challenge yourself in Maths is a great display of curiosity, persistence and 
reflection. Your positive attitude towards tackling tricky concepts sets a terrific example for your peers. 

LA10 Sahaj - for reflecting on your visualisations during Reading and providing detailed explanations about the 
pictures you created in your mind. Keep up the great work! 

Italian LA 1 - for being collaborativi. Pinocchio says / dice ‘bravi’ to everyone in LA 1. You sang the PInocchio 
song fantastically.  

Tristan in LA 7 - for showing rispetto and knowledge in naming the Saints in italiano. Bravo.  

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Church Season of Lent 
Today is Ash Wednesday. This day marks the beginning of the Season of Lent (which lasts for 40 days) 
and is a time of preparation for Easter. On this day we are blessed with ashes, which calls us to turn 
away from sin and to follow Jesus in our words and actions. 
During the season of Lent we are called to focus on giving to others (alms-giving/service of love), fasting 
(giving up something) and spending time in prayer. 

Today our students and staff had a wonderful celebration to mark the beginning of the Season of Lent, with an Ash 
Wednesday liturgy in the school hall. We will also be celebrating a School Mass this Friday 4th March at 11.00am in the school 
hall. Unfortunately, due to the current COVID 19 restrictions, the Mass can only be attended by our staff and students. 

Gospel for the First Sunday of Lent Lk 4:1-13  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness, being 
tempted there by the devil for forty days. During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was hungry. 
Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus replied, 
‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone.’ 

Then leading him to a height, the devil showed him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and 
said to him, ‘I will give you all this power and the glory of these kingdoms, for it has been committed to me and I give it to 
anyone I choose. Worship me, then, and it shall all be yours.’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’ 

Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’, he said to him 
‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: 

He will put his angels in charge of you to guard you, and again: 
They will hold you up on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil left him, to return at the appointed time. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Prayer for Lent 

 

  



 

St Mark’s Saints Club 
Our Saints Club is coordinating our school’s support for Caritas Australia’s 2022 Project 
Compassion Appeal. We will be meeting next week to discuss fundraising ideas. Project 
Compassion boxes have been given to each learning area and in our canteen.  

We look forward to putting our mercy value of Compassion into action by making a 
difference to people in our global world through our generosity.  

Please see below the weekly story of how our monetary donations have helped people in 
communities less fortunate than ourselves.  

 
First Sunday of Lent   
5 & 6 March 

Anatercia 12, was struggling to cope with adult responsibilities after her father died. Then 
she participated in Caritas Australia-supported training and gained access to psychosocial 
supports. Now, her quality of life has improved and she can focus on school. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help young people succeed in the 
future and bring stability to vulnerable youth like Anatercia. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better    
tomorrow For All Future Generations. 

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available  
from your Parish, by visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

 

 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 
LA7 & LA8 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Hi everyone, 

We have had such a great week in grade ⅚! 

Last week the grade 6’s presented their house colour captain speeches to their 
house colour. They had to use a lot of courage, persistence and resilience to read 
their speech in front of a crowd. 

In maths over the last week we have continued learning about rounding numbers 
and learning how to use our knowledge of maths to solve real world problems. On 

Monday we used trundle wheels to measure areas of 
the school and we are going to graph the data we 
collected. 

 
During our P.E lessons we have been participating in 
an AFL clinic where we learnt and practised skills 
needed to play AFL. We also got to have a go at 
learning how to tackle using a tackle bag and safety 
mat. It was so fun! 

 

A highlight of the week was our inquiry lesson where we all did a STEM 
challenge. We worked in groups of three to plan and construct a roller coaster for 
a marble. The only materials we could use were cardboard, popsicle sticks, 
straws and tape. It was a really fun task but it was also quite challenging 
because we had to collaborate with others and persist when things didn’t go as 
planned. We can’t wait to do more challenges like this because it really stretches 
our learning.  

 
As part of performing arts this week, we had a dance incursion which was run by 
STOMP Dance Company. We learnt some hip-hop choreography and danced to 
music. It was pretty fun and we all liked it a lot. 
 

LA8 has been focusing on learning about resilience. 
We have done lots of activities around teamwork and 
bouncing back when things go wrong. We did an 
activity where we got into pairs and sat on the floor, 
back to back with our arms linked. We had to try and 
work as a team to stand up. We had to use good 
communication skills to achieve this task. It was 
really hard to rely on another person to stand up.  

In R.E yesterday, we made pancakes for Shrove Tuesday. We all had a turn to cook, flip and eat our pancakes. We learnt 
about the history and relevance of Shrove Tuesday.  

By Erin and Sadhana.  

  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


