
WEEK 6 TERM 3 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 17th August 2022 
Dear Families, 

In July 2021, the Victorian Government announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safe environments 
and protect children from abuse. From 1 July 2022, 11 new Victorian Child Safe Standards have replaced the seven previous 
Child Safe Standards (and principles) which had been in place since 2016. 
The revised Victorian Child Safe Standards support greater national consistency, reflecting the National Principles for Child 
Safe Organisations. The Child Safe Standards include new requirements, including: 

 the involvement of families and students in child safety efforts 

 focus on the safety of Aboriginal children and young people 

 management of the risk of child abuse in online environments 

 governance, systems and processes to keep students safe. 

As Catholic educators here at St Mark’s, we have a moral, mission-driven and legal responsibility to uphold and actively 
promote the wellbeing and safety of every student entrusted to our care. We are very well-placed to respond to these new 
Child Safe Standards due to the extensive strategies and policies already in place and we will ensure that we are compliant 
and continue to keep child safety at the forefront of all we do. 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children. The 
updated Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Statement of Commitment to Child Safety is included in this Newsletter 
and is available on the St Mark’s Website - www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au  

This week we focus on the Mercy Value of Service. Service is the exercising and ministry of leadership in order 
to make a positive difference in the lives of individuals and communities. 
‘If we are humble and sincere God will finish in us the work he has begun’. Catherine McAuley 
‘It is for God we serve the poor, not for thanks’. Catherine McAuley 
‘Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received’. First Letter of Peter 4:10 
Service calls us to make a positive difference in each other’s lives. 

Hope Café - Our Saints Club regularly demonstrates the Mercy Value of Service through its support of Hope Café. Father 
Colin has contacted me to advise that Hope Café is in need of some dedicated adult volunteers to join the existing team. 
Volunteers can commit themselves to weekly, fortnightly or monthly. If you can assist, please contact the Parish Office directly 
on 93593111 or Email: fawkner@cam.org.au. 

Father’s Day Breakfast - To all our fathers, grandfathers and father figures, don’t forget to join us for a delicious Bacon ‘n’ 
Egg Breakfast on Friday September 2nd between 7.15am and 9.00am followed by Assembly led by our 1/2 Students. This is 
our way of saying thanks to all the men in our community who do so much for us. We will also be providing toast and juice for 
our students who come along. 

St Mark’s Trivia Night - As advised, the Trivia Night will now be held on Saturday AUGUST 27th, in our School Hall. 

Lots of planning is going on behind the scenes to ensure this will be a great night for the adults of our community. There will 

be lots of prizes and Silent Auction items available on the night, including signed and framed AFL guernseys and posters. 

As this is one of our major fundraisers for the year I encourage all parents and friends to come along and enjoy a night of fun 

and games while getting to know others within our community. The Trivia Night Flier, with all details and a Booking Sheet, has 

been sent home with the eldest in each family last Wednesday. Please return your Booking Sheet by Friday August 19th. 

Canteen Online Orders - In coming weeks families will be able to place and pay for Lunch Orders through a new facility in 

the St Mark’s Skoolbag App called My School Connect. I will provide all details on how to set this up in the Skoolbag App 

coming weeks. In the meantime I encourage all families to download St Mark’s Skoolbag App from the App Store. 

 

 

https://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Melb/Child-Safety/New-Child-Safe-Standards/New-Child-Safe-Standards-2022
https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/national-principles/download-national-principles
https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/national-principles/download-national-principles
http://www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:fawkner@cam.org.au


 
St Mark’s School Advisory Council/School Fees - The St Mark’s School Advisory Council met recently and one of the 
items on the agenda was 2023 School Fees. Under advisement from our School Accountants, and after consultation with Fr 
Colin and the SAC the decision has been made to increase School Fees by $100.00 per Family in 2023. As you may be 
aware, there has not been an increase in School Fees at St Mark’s since 2019. This was a strategic decision in order to 
support families during the challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic. 

This increase is necessary to meet the increasing costs of providing a quality education for the students of St Mark’s. In 2023 
the cost of sending one child to St Mark’s will be $1,400.00 and the Family Fee for two or more children will be $1,600.00. St 
Mark’s Fees are amongst the cheapest of the Catholic Schools in the local area and we will continue to strive to provide an 
excellent education at an affordable price to the children and families of St Mark’s. 
Families will be advised of the cost of the 2023 Curriculum Levy in Term 4. There will be a slight increase on the 2022 
Curriculum Levy. As always, families are able to utilise a variety of payment options for 2023 designed to minimise financial 
pressure on families. Please see me if you need to discuss payment of Fees and Levies. 

Our School Development Fund will be $200.00 per family in 2023. This fund goes towards playground and facility 
improvements and servicing of loans taken by the school as our contribution to our Building Programs. I’m sure you will agree 
that this is a small amount to contribute to enable the continued development of wonderful facilities for our children. 
Please contact me directly if you would like to discuss payment options. 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) - This year we are once again 
participating in the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS). MACSSIS is an 
annual process where we listen to the thoughts and feelings students (Yrs 4, 5 & 6), families and staff have about how our 
school can improve. These surveys help inform the ongoing improvement of schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
MACSSIS data benefits everyone within our school and provides valuable community insights on areas that we can focus on. 
We believe it is important to encourage families to have a voice and contribute to shaping the ongoing improvement of the 
school.  
The survey is only available online, can be accessed from Monday August 29th and needs to be completed by Friday 
September 16th. This survey may only be completed once. 
For families where there may be more than one child attending our school, we ask that families focus on the eldest child 
attending the school. We invite all families to respond via this survey and participation is completely voluntary. There are no 
"right" or "wrong" answers – all responses are completely anonymous and at no point are any of the responses from students, 
families or staff identifiable by the school.  
The survey is available in English, Arabic, Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Tagalog and Vietnamese. All details on how to 
access the survey will be shared with families soon. 

Intentions for 2023 - It’s hard to believe that we are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2023. To 
assist, we need to know if any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2022. If your child will not be 
returning to St Mark’s in 2023 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible. 

2023 Prep Enrolments - Please tell your friends that there are still places available for Prep 2023 at St Mark’s. I am available 
for School Tours, which can be booked through the Office on 8335 4100. 

Catholic Secondary College Enrolments - local Catholic Secondary Colleges take Year 7 enrolments during  a student’s 
Grade 5 year. I encourage families of current Grade 4 & 5 students to contact secondary colleges that they are considering for 
their child, in order to determine enrolment requirements and cut off dates. Yr 7 2024 enrolments (current Yr 5s) close on 
Friday August 19th, 2022. 

Rapid Antigen Testing - The Victorian Government is providing up to three further deliveries of rapid antigen tests in Term 3 
and again in Term 4 to schools. It is recommended that rapid antigen tests are used by students and staff when symptomatic. 
A new kit of RATs will be sent home with the oldest in each family soon. 

Household contacts are required to test negative using a rapid antigen test on at least 5 out of 7 days if they are attending or 
working at a school onsite. If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the 
Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

Parents must also report a positive result to their school by phone or written notification; this is so the school can support 
them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a 
positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. 

Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation period and are subsequently 
asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for four weeks.  

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

Birthdays 
No birthdays to celebrate this week 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

  



 

  

TERM 3, 2022 

AUGUST 

Friday 19th  Catholic Secondary Colleges Yr7 2024 Enrolments close 

Friday 19th  2.45pm Assembly – LA1 

Monday 22nd  BOOK WEEK COMMENCES 

Friday 26th Gr6 @ Penola College Volleyball Competition 

Friday 26th  2.45pm Assembly – Book Week 

Saturday 27th 6.30pm St Mark’s Trivia Night 

Monday 29th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) Open 

Tuesday 30th SSV Glenroy District Athletics Championships 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 2nd 7.30am Father’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 2nd 9.00am Father’s Day Assembly – LAs 4&5 

Sunday 4th HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

Tuesday 6th 1st Reconciliation Retreat Day 

Tuesday 6th  7.00pm Celebration of 1st Reconciliation at St Mark’s 

Friday 9th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Friday 16th Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

Friday 16th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) Close 

Friday 16th  10.00am Celebration of Grandparents Classroom Visits 

Friday 16th  10.30am 
Celebration of Grandparents Assembly – LAs 9&10 + Learner’s of the Week and 
Birthdays 

Friday 16th  11.00am Celebration of Grandparents Morning Tea 

TERM 4, 2022 

OCTOBER 

Monday 3rd 8.45am 
Term 4 Commences - – Students must wear School Sun Hats for all outdoor 
activities 

Wednesday 5th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #1 of Steps2Prep 

Wednesday 12th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #2 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 13th Gr3/4 Excursion to CERES Brunswick 

Monday 17th Gr4 Students Visiting Penola Catholic College Glenroy 

Wednesday 19th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #3 of Steps2Prep 

Wednesday 26th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #4 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 27th Performance Rehearsal Day @ Penola Broadmeadows – Details TBA 

Thursday 27th 6.30pm 
Whole School Performance at Penola Catholic College, 
Broadmeadows 

Monday 31st School Closure Day – Report Writing – No school for students 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday 2nd   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #5 of Steps2Prep 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Maya - for being a courageous reader. You have been working so hard to sound out tricky words and use 
clues in the sentence to help you read them. You are a super reader. Well done! 

LA4 Amani - for being a courageous learner. Amani, you have worked very hard with your reading by 
courageously trying to read difficult words. Keep up the great work! 

LA5 Siena. S - for being a persistent learner. Siena, it was great to see the amount of effort you put into 
planning your narrative using pictures and keywords. Well done! 

LA7 Mia - for the persistence you have demonstrated when learning your number facts. It has been fantastic to 
see you having a go at attempting division learning tasks. Keep up the great work! 

LA8 Dom - for the respect you show to your peers and your teachers.  You listen attentively and follow each 
instruction.  Your determination to always do your best is evident in your learning.  Keep it up! 

LA9 Lilly, your courageous approach to every times table speed test is a testament to your desire to improve 
your skills, knowledge and understanding of multiplication. Your persistent attitude is also apparent 
throughout all aspects of our current Maths unit. 

LA10 Najet - Well done on using your initiative to begin a lunchtime gymnastics club. Congratulations on having 
the courage to speak at our assembly in front of the whole school and to use the PA system to let 
everyone know when your club is on. 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This Sunday, our Church celebrates the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time. In the Gospel, we 
read about Jesus continuing teaching people in towns and villages.  

The message for us today is that we are all personally invited by God to accept an invitation 
to live our lives with purpose. We know that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide us in all that we do, even when we are faced 
with struggles and difficult times. We are called to make right choices in our lives, so that we can continue to build positive 
relationships with others and make a difference through our words and actions. 

Gospel Reading: Lk 13:22-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his way to Jerusalem. Someone 
said to him, ‘Sir, will there be only a few saved?’ He said to them, ‘Try your best to enter by 
the narrow door, because, I tell you, many will try to enter and will not succeed. 

‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked the door, you may find yourself 
knocking on the door, saying, “Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I do not know where you come from.” Then you will find 
yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in your company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, “I do not know where 
you come from. Away from me, all you wicked men!” 

‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and yourselves turned outside. And men from east and west, from north and south, will come to take their 
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 

‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

“Lord, 
We ask you for guidance as we strive to make the right choices, 

so that we may enter through that narrow door. 
Amen.” 

 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation 
Please keep the children in your prayers as they continue preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
which is to be celebrated on Tuesday 6th September at 7.00 p.m. in St Mark’s Church. 

Saints Club News!  Putting our Mercy Values of ‘Service and Compassion’ into action! 
Our focus this term is to support the needy people in our local community. We look forward 
to putting our Mercy Values of ‘Service and Compassion’ into action, by working in groups 
each week to cook food for the HOPE Cafe.  This week Mia, Aashi and Luca enjoyed their 
time cooking delicious muffins for the Hope Café! 

 

  



 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal 
A huge thank you for the food donations for this year’s St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal. All donations will 
be taken this week by our Senior Saints Club children to our local conference room in the Parish Hall. The 
food will then be distributed by the conference volunteers to the needy in our local community. 

We thank you for your continued generosity 

and putting into action our 

Mercy Values of Compassion and Service 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Dear parents popcorn is now back and available in the canteen at $1.30 per packet. 

Thanks Vicki Smith  

 

KM@SMAT Update! 

Trivia Night - We are excited to share that our first event that we are busily planning for is a Trivia night to be held on 
Saturday 27 August 2022. Further details to be provided closer to the date. We want to make the Trivia night a huge success, 
a reason to celebrate what has been a tricky couple of years and to really help foster some wonderful long-term connections 
with families in our lovely school community. 

Do you have a business or know someone who might like to donate something of value 
that we could use in an auction on the Trivia night? If so, please reach out to Lisa in the 
office! Examples could be (but not limited to); 

- City escape (accommodation or meal) 
- Framed memorabilia 
- Voucher for pampering 
- A coffee machine  

Preps 

The Preps are on the lookout for some material off-cuts, scrap material and cotton thread. 
Please contact the office if you have any to lend.  

 
  



 

 

5/6 Weekly Update 

Good Morning, Evening or Afternoon. 

This week, year ⅚ had lots of interesting lessons. For example, we had our social and 
emotional learning sessions called Cool guys and Girl power. We had the Hoop time 
competition and next week we are having Book Week & Dress up day.  

At Cool guy’s, we do an activity called T-Pose. The way this work’s is you act like a T. You 
don't move or laugh, this is all about self control. On Monday we did it for 7 minutes and if we 
completed it we got points and if you got 15 points you earn a prize.  

In girl power we play a fun game.The way the game goes is you find a partner and both get a 
pencil and paper and one talks and tells us what to write and the other tries to copy the 
drawing without seeing it.  

In Hoop Time we went to Broadmeadows Basketball 
Centre and travelled by Bus with Ms Lazzaro, Ms 
Emma, Ms Chloe and Simon (Emily's father). Our two 
teams played 4 games each, and the other team 
played 3 games so 11 games in total. We won 7 
games out of 11. It was very fun and great to see 
other schools play and get to compete with them.  

We will be having book week and getting to buy books 
or toys online. Next week we will have book week and 
dress up day on Monday where you dress up as your 
favourite character from your favourite book.  

Our Indigenous Hall of Fame project is on display in the office area. We would love for 
everyone to have a look at our work because we worked so hard on it.  

By Joveana and Hovsep. 
  



 

  



  



Book Week at St Mark's 

The student action team came up with some fun activities for Book Week, which we can all participate in. 

Monday 22 August - Please come dressed up as your favourite Book Character. We will have a parade to show off all the 

wonderful creations at 9am. 

Writing competition 

Each student or family is welcome to submit a story or book that they have written. Please hand in your stories to your 

classroom teacher. 

Winning prizes for.. 

1. Most creative 

2. Best illustrations 

Photo guessing competition 

Send in a photo of your child/family reading your favourite book but please cover up your faces with the book so we have to 

guess which family it is. 

Here is an example - Who might this be? 

 

Please email your photo to alison.dean@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au 

  

mailto:alison.dean@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au


  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Bread bag recycling is back again!!!!! 

St Mark’s will again be participating in this wonderful initiative where you will be able to collect bread bags and 
bread tags, place them in the correct bins located near the entry of the school office and they then will be recycled 
into new things like school play equipment.   

Bread bags and tags do not have to be limited to the Wonder brand. They can be any type of bread bag and 
tag. They just need to be clean and free from crumbs. They do not need to be washed. Please see the 
accompanying flyer in this newsletter for more information. St Mark’s will then be able to redeem new sports 
equipment for every 5kg bin filled!! 

 
 

 
  



  



 
  



 

  



 


