
WEEK 7 TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 9th March 2022 
Dear Families, 

Last Sunday marked the First Sunday of Lent and in Luke’s Gospel we heard of Jesus in the wilderness being tempted by the 
devil for 40 days. In this story Jesus found the strength to overcome the temptations offered to him by trusting in God’s word. 
Jesus faced temptations in his lifetime, just as we too face temptations every day in our world. The Gospel reminds us all to 
draw strength from God’s word and God’s presence to help overcome those temptations. In order to help us resist temptations 
in our lives it might be helpful to reflect on what temptations we encounter and how we can turn to Jesus when we are 
tempted. 

Yesterday was International Women’s Day. We pray for the women in our lives, present or past; our mums, wives, sisters, 
aunts, grandmothers, cousins, teachers, friends, neighbours, parishioners. We especially pray for the Mercy Nuns who 
founded St Mark’s School. “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, Blessed art though amongst women”. The theme for 
International Women’s Day 2022 is, “#BreakTheBias”. “Imagine a gender equal world. A world free of bias, stereotypes, and 
discrimination. A world that is diverse, equitable, and inclusive. A world where difference is valued and celebrated. Together 
we can forge women's equality. Collectively we can all #BreakTheBias”. For more information visit - 
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/ 

 

2022 STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
It is my pleasure to announce the following students as our Student Leaders for 2022 –  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Aranya Manmeet 

SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS 

Scholastica Luca 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 

RED GOLD BLUE GREEN 

Rijwana & Joseph Joveana & Jordan Erin Chiara & Rain 

HOUSE VICE CAPTAINS 

Paulina & Tristan Demiana  Hunter 

 
Our Student Leaders have been elected after a process which formally commenced in late 2021. Students have submitted a 
written application to staff for School Captain/Vice Captain, and/or given a speech to their House Team for House 
Captain/Vice Captain. Congratulations and best wishes for a great year to all of our Student Leaders. As our Patron Saint, 
St Mark wrote in his Gospel, “If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others. And if you want to be first, 
you must be everyone’s servant. The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life to save many 
people.” 

  

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Surveys  – All families are invited to participate in the ECSI survey which will 
assist us in better understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice here at St Mark’s Catholic 
Parish Primary School, Fawkner. 

The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) to design 
a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of understanding our current Catholic identity and 
where the school community might like to see it in the future. 

This survey is a key element in this process and I request the participation of all families. Parents will be asked to complete 
the survey online; it may take you up to an hour to do so. 5/6 Students and all Staff will also complete the survey. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your anticipated participation. Please contact the school if you require 
assistance with accessing the survey. 

ANZAC Dawn Service at Fawkner RSL – once again this year we have been invited to participate in the ANZAC Day Dawn 
Service at Fawkner RSL on Monday April 25th at 6.00am (arrive 5.45am). Our Students will be singing the National Anthem. A 
note has gone home to all families. Please respond by Friday March 11th so we can begin preparing the Choir. 
I encourage all families to come along to support this significant National event where we give thanks to those who have done 
so much to allow us to live in peace in our wonderful country. Breakfast will be served after the service. Children eat free and 
adults pay a gold coin donation. 
We will also be hosting our own ANZAC Day Service on Tuesday April 26th at 2.30pm in the playground. 

Holy Week Liturgies @ St Mark’s - Our teachers and students are busy preparing for our Holy Week Liturgies which will be 
held in the final week of Term 1. We anticipate that family members will be able to attend these liturgies to reinforce the 
message of Easter and the hope it brings us. All details of dates and times are included in the calendar below. 

St Mark’s Enrolment Tours for 2023 Prep Students  – This year I will be offering small group School Tours in March for 
families wishing to enrol their children at St Mark’s for Prep 2023. Please tell your family, friends and neighbours to contact 
the Office on 8335 4100 to arrange an Enrolment Tour. Enrolment Applications for Prep 2023 close on April 30th, 2022. 

Prep 2023 Tour Dates & Times 

DATE TOUR #1 TOUR #2 

Thursday March 10th 9.00am 10.00am 

Monday March 14th 9.00am 10.00am 

Thursday March 17th 9.00am 10.00am 

 

Current St Mark’s Families 2023 Prep Enrolments – If you have a child who will be starting school next year can you 
please collect an Enrolment Form from the Office. Children must turn 5 before April 30th, 2022. We need Enrolment Forms 
returned as soon as possible so we know how many places we have for new families who wish to enrol. Enrolments for Prep 
2023 close on April 30th. 

Change over from Summer to Winter Uniform – As our School Photos are being held on Thursday May 5th (Week 2 of 
Term 2), all students need to be wearing Winter Uniform by the week beginning Monday 2nd. This will allow a one week 
transition period at the beginning of Term 2. 

COVID Safe Measures – For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents will only 
be able to enter buildings for pre-arranged appointments, and if they are fully vaccinated. Parents are required to keep their 
time onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite and wear a face mask. 

I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of 
our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The fourth box of rapid antigen tests will be distributed to families soon and more RAT’s will be 
distributed in coming weeks. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 
Several changes to the COVIDSafe settings in place in Victoria were also announced. From 6 pm on Friday 18 February, QR 
code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools. 
  



 
Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days: 

 Thursday 10th March 

 Tuesday 15th March 

 Thursday  17th March 

 Monday 21st  

 Thursday 24th  

 Monday 28th March 

 Thursday 31st March 

 Monday 4th April 

 Thursday 7th April 

Students must do the tests at home. Parents must report a positive result to the school by phone or written notification; 
this is so the school can support families, record that students will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the 
school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. Privacy will 
remain paramount. There is no need to report a negative test result to the school. 
If students receive a positive test result at any time, you must also report this through the Department of Health system (Rapid 
antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 
All community members who return a positive result from a rapid antigen test should also follow the latest advice at 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests Information about how to do a test, including a how-to video translated 
into 33 languages, is also available online. If someone in your household tests positive, you will all need to isolate for 7 days 
and follow the information given by DHS and your healthcare provider. 
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 
Please Note: These tests have been supplied for our St Mark’s students to use. If someone in your family needs to do a 
Rapid Antigen Test, they will need to purchase a test for themselves. 
Mask wearing will also continue for 3-6 students and staff until further notice. 
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 
Thank you for your support in limiting the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our school community safe. 
 
2022 Sacrament Dates 
Confirmation – Friday June 3rd at 7.00pm 
First Eucharist – Sunday June 19th at 10.00am 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

11th March Elina 9  12th March  Zaraiya 1 

15th March Alexandra 9      

 

For the final four weeks of Term 1 our Deputy Principal, Alison Dean, will be leading the school as Acting Principal while I take 

some Long Service Leave. I start my leave this coming Friday. Dorothy Mash will be Acting Deputy Principal. I head off on my 

leave knowing that the school is in competent and capable hands and that our staff and families will continue to work in 

partnership to support each other to ensure a wonderful learning environment for the children of St Mark’s. 

I wish everyone well as we prepare for the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter during this season of Lent and I look 

forward to seeing everyone in late April. 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

  

TERM 1, 2022 

MARCH 

Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday 18th 2020 National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence 

Sunday 20th Harmony Day 

APRIL 

Monday 4th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Hosted by LA1 & LA8 

Thursday 7th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Holy Thursday –   Hosted by LA9 & LA10 

Friday 8th 10.00am 
Holy Week Liturgy – Good Friday –   Hosted by LA4 & LA5 + Students of the 
Week & Birthdays & Farewell to Donna Salera 

Friday 8th 1.30pm Students Dismissed - End of Term 1 

Sunday 10th Palm Sunday 

Thursday 14th Holy Thursday 

Friday 15th Good Friday 

Sunday 17th Easter Sunday 

Monday 18th Easter Monday 

Monday 25th 5.45am Students singing the National Anthem at the Fawkner RSL Dawn Service 

Tuesday 26th 8.45am Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 26th 2.30pm St Mark’s ANZAC Day Service 

Friday 29th 9.00am Easter Sunday Liturgy – LA7 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 

MAY 

Monday 2nd  Students to be wearing Winter Uniform by today 

Tuesday 3rd 7.00pm Confirmation Family Information Night 

Thursday 5th School Photo Day – Winter Uniform 

Wednesday 11th 6.00pm School Advisory Council Meeting 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Bethany - for being a courageous learner. You should be proud of the way you have come into school 
each morning with a big smile and a positive attitude. Well done Bethany! 

LA4 Leo - for being a courageous learner. Leo, we are so proud of the way you are having a go at completing 
your learning tasks independently. Keep up the great effort! 

LA5 Jaidyn - for always being kind and helpful in the classroom. You set an excellent example for how we 
should treat others. Keep up the great work! 

LA7 Emily - for settling well into Year 5. It has been fantastic to see you being a courageous learner by having 
a go at answering questions during class discussions. Looking forward to you continuing to build your 
confidence in this area. Well done! 

LA8 Penitito - for being a courageous learner.  Well done  asking for help when you need it and having a go 
and contributing to class discussion.   

LA9 Lilly, you’ve made impressive gains with your spelling by being resilient and persistent. However, it’s your 
reflective attitude - whereby you consider the trickier aspects of challenging words - that really shines.  

LA10 Poppy - for reflecting on the rules for rounding numbers.  Well done on being persistent when solving 
number problems and deciding whether you need to round up or down to the nearest 0, 10 or 100. Keep 
up the great work! 

Italian LA 9 - Bravissimi ragazzi.  For always showing rispetto during Italian lessons. You are collobarativi and 
show persistenza for learning Italiano.  

Erin LA 7 - Eccelente results for the Post Assessment Calendar tasl. You worked diligently with 
persistenza to achieve fantastic results.  

Shiloh - Eccelente results for the Post Assessment Calendar task.  During Italiano you always show 
persistenza when saying words in Italiano.  

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

This Sunday we celebrate the 2nd Sunday of Lent. In the Gospel reading we read about the time 
when Peter, James and John awoke on the mountain, they saw Moses and Elijah talking with 
Jesus. The true nature of Jesus and his work was revealed to them in what is known as the 
Transfiguration. 

Gospel Reading  Luke 9:28-36  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the 
aspect of his face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two 
men there talking to him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his 
passing which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, 
but they kept awake and saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving him, 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came 
and covered them with shadow; and when they went into the cloud the disciples were afraid. And a 
voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice 
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one what they had seen. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Catholic Education Week 2022 

Next week is Catholic Education Week. This year’s theme is The Way of the Gospel and is 
based on Melbourne Archbishop Peter A Comensoli’s 2021 Pastoral Letter. The theme 
challenges us to find the living Christ in our lives. We pray that we will continue to live out the 
words of Jesus through our interactions with each other and by showing love towards those 
who need our support. Our staff and students will be exploring this theme as part of their 
learning next week and will continue making connections with future learning in Religious 
Education. 

Further information, including Archbishop Peter A Comensoli’s 2021 Pastoral Letter, can be found at 
https://melbournecatholic.org/about/take-the-way-of-the-gospel 

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 

God of Mercy, 
We pray for Ukraine. 

For all of humanity distorted by war. 
For all the lives lost, homes seized and peace broken. 

May the Spirit of comfort and compassion  
touch all who dwell in fear. 

May the Spirit of wisdom and humility  
enliven our global leaders. 

May we affirm the dignity and rights of all. 
May we seek peace. 

Amen 

 

https://melbournecatholic.org/about/take-the-way-of-the-gospel


 

St Mark’s Saints Club 

Our Saints Club is meeting next week to begin putting together ideas for our Outreach 
Program this term. This will involve supporting the work of Caritas Australia and some 
groups within our local community. 

Please see below the weekly story of how our monetary donations have helped people 
in communities less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

 
 
Biru 30, lives in a rural village in Jharkand State in India’s east. He lost mobility in one 
of his legs, after contracting polio as a child, which makes it difficult for him to walk. 
With your generous support, Biru was able to access an entrepreneurship and 
livelihoods development program, run by Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas India. He 
gained the skills, support and encouragement he needed to establish his own bicycle 
repair business. 

Now, Biru is able to provide a good life for his family – and an essential service to his 
community. He has discovered a sense of pride, confidence and hope which has 
inspired others living with a disability and paved the way For All Future Generations. 

 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 
LA7 & LA8 WEEKLY UPDATE 

Hi everyone,  

Here is our weekly update of all the awesome things we have been doing in 
5/6 this week. 

Throughout our writing lessons, Ms Di has been coming into our classes to 
teach us about a new writing strategy called Writer’s Notebook. We all have 
been given a notebook that we are using to record our ideas. We have been 
listing things that we love and can expand on in our writing. Snapshot writing 
has been a big focus and we know that writing snapshots will help us be better 
writers. 

It is the start of Lent so in our religion 
lessons we have been learning about 
how Caritas help disadvantaged 
people through Project Compassion 
donations. We are learning that Lent 
is a time where giving and helping 
others is extremely important. We are 
aiming to raise some money for 
people in need by donating to Project Compassion. 

In P.E we have continued participating in the AFL clinic. Hudson from the AFL came 
out to teach us how to handball and kick a football. We got to practice the skills we 
learnt last week in a footy game. We also learnt a new fun game called ‘Footy salad’. 
Everyone is given a different AFL team and when Hudson called the team name out, 
everyone on that team had to run to the opposite side of the hall and dodge the 
defenders. If you get tagged, you become a tagger as well. 

During Performing Arts we have been learning about making music. 
Yesterday we used a website called drum machine to create an ostinato to 
go under our rap songs that we are making (an ostinato is a pattern that 
repeats). Using the website was helpful because it made making music 
easy for us. 

We have been reflecting over our learning and changing our mindset. 
Having a growth mindset will help us when we are faced with challenges. 
This has been a big focus during maths because we are doing activities 
that require a lot of problem solving and persistence. It can be hard to 
have a growth mindset all the time but with practice, we will get better. 

By Dom and Schollie 

  



 
Performing Arts News 

Last Tuesday the whole school participated in a dance 
incursion run by Stomp Dance Company.  

We started off with a stretch and a warm up. We learnt 
that warming up is really important before you dance so 
you don’t pull in any muscles and don’t cause any future 
injuries. Sarah from Stomp Dance taught us the 
choreography step by step and we all had to copy her 
and join in. We learnt a small section of a hip hop dance 
routine.  

It was a great way to move our bodies and get some 
exercise. We were all tired by the end of the session but 
it was so much fun! Not many of us get to learn dances 
like that so trying something new was good and fun for 
us.  

Some of the dance moves and timing was a little challenging but we kept practising the moves repeatedly which helped us 
gain confidence. Even though the session was only thirty minutes long, we really learnt a lot and had such a great 
experience.  

Thanks so much to Mrs Beltrame and Sarah from Stomp dance for organising such a great experience for us.  

 
By Shiloh and Aranya  

  



 
  



 
  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 


