
WEEK 8 TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 16th March 2022 
Dear Families, 

Last Sunday marked the Second Sunday of Lent and in Luke’s Gospel we heard of Jesus going with Peter, James, and John 
to a mountain to pray. An amazing thing happened as Jesus became transfigured before them. The disciples heard a 
reminder from God to listen to what Jesus has to say. God says to each one of us, ‘Listen to Jesus!’ What does Jesus want us 
to hear? What might you hear if you stop and listen to Jesus in your prayer? 

During this nominated week, all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrate and acknowledge their Catholic 
identity and Religious Education in Catholic schools. It is an opportunity to recognise how Religious Education plays a pivotal 
role within our school community. This year's theme 'The Way of the Gospel'  is based on Archbishop Peter A Comensoli’s 
Pastoral Letter for Pentecost 2021; Taking the Way of the Gospel. It asks us to reflect on Jesus' life and teachings and to 
draw meaning from it. The Way of the Gospel challenges us to find the living Christ in our midst, and to reflect, respond and 
adapt accordingly, whilst living within this diverse culture. 

This is the longest length of time the students have been onsite for nearly two years. Each day I walk through our learning 
spaces and see happy children engaging with each other, working independently or in a small teacher focus group and 
displaying our learning dispositions. Teachers are challenging and stretching the learning of each student and students are 
setting personal goals in their learning. St Mark’s is definitely a wonderful place to be. 

Chickens 
With the holidays 4 weeks away we are looking for families to volunteer to look after the chickens. I promised Mr Wilson they 
would be well looked after in his absence. If you are able to help out please let the office know. 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Surveys  – All families are invited to participate in the ECSI survey 

which will assist us in better understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice here at St Mark’s 
Catholic Parish Primary School, Fawkner. 

The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) to design 
a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of understanding our current Catholic identity and 
where the school community might like to see it in the future. 
This survey is a key element in this process and I request the participation of all families. Parents will be asked to complete 
the survey online; it may take you up to an hour to do so. 5/6 Students and all Staff will also complete the survey. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your anticipated participation. Please contact the school if you require 
assistance with accessing the survey. 

ANZAC Dawn Service at Fawkner RSL – once again this year we have been invited to participate in the ANZAC Day Dawn 
Service at Fawkner RSL on Monday April 25th at 6.00am (arrive 5.45am). Our Students will be singing the National Anthem. 
A note has gone home to all families. Please respond by Friday March 11th so we can begin preparing the Choir. 
I encourage all families to come along to support this significant National event where we give thanks to those who have done 
so much to allow us to live in peace in our wonderful country. Breakfast will be served after the service. Children eat free and 
adults pay a gold coin donation. 
We will also be hosting our own ANZAC Day Service on Tuesday April 26th at 2.30pm in the playground. 

Holy Week Liturgies @ St Mark’s - Our teachers and students are busy preparing for our Holy Week Liturgies which will be 
held in the final week of Term 1. All details of dates and times are included in the calendar below. 
  



 

St Mark’s Enrolment Tours for 2023 Prep Students  – This year I will be offering small group School Tours in March 

for families wishing to enrol their children at St Mark’s for Prep 2023. Please tell your family, friends and neighbours to contact 
the Office on 8335 4100 to arrange an Enrolment Tour. Enrolment Applications for Prep 2023 close on April 30th, 2022. 

Prep 2023 Tour Dates & Times 

DATE TOUR #1 TOUR #2 

Thursday 24 March  9.00am 10.00am 

Monday 28 March  9.00am 10.00am 

Thursday 31March  9.00am 10.00am 

 
Current St Mark’s Families 2023 Prep Enrolments – If you have a child who will be starting school next year can you 
please collect an Enrolment Form from the Office. Children must turn 5 before April 30th, 2022. We need Enrolment Forms 
returned as soon as possible so we know how many places we have for new families who wish to enrol. Enrolments for Prep 
2023 close on April 30th. 

Change over from Summer to Winter Uniform – As our School Photos are being held on Thursday May 5th (Week 2 of 
Term 2), all students need to be wearing Winter Uniform by the week beginning Monday 2nd. This will allow a one week 
transition period at the beginning of Term 2. 

COVID Safe Measures – For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents will only 
be able to enter buildings for pre-arranged appointments, and if they are fully vaccinated. Parents are required to keep their 
time onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite and wear a face mask. 

I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of 
our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The fourth box of rapid antigen tests will be distributed to families soon and more RAT’s will be 
distributed in coming weeks. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 

Several changes to the COVIDSafe settings in place in Victoria were also announced. From 6 pm on Friday 18 February, QR 
code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools. 

Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days:  

·       Thursday  17th March 

·       Monday 21st  March 

·       Thursday 24th March 

·       Monday 28th March 

·       Thursday 31st March 

·       Monday 4th April 

·       Thursday 7th April 

Students must do the tests at home. Parents must report a positive result to the school by phone or written notification; 
this is so the school can support families, record that students will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the 
school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. Privacy will 
remain paramount. There is no need to report a negative test result to the school. 
If students receive a positive test result at any time, you must also report this through the Department of Health system (Rapid 
antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 
  



 
All community members who return a positive result from a rapid antigen test should also follow the latest advice at 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests Information about how to do a test, including a how-to video translated 
into 33 languages, is also available online. If someone in your household tests positive, you will all need to isolate for 7 days 
and follow the information given by DHS and your healthcare provider. 
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 
Please Note: These tests have been supplied for our St Mark’s students to use. If someone in your family needs to do a 
Rapid Antigen Test, they will need to purchase a test for themselves. 
Mask wearing will also continue for 3-6 students and staff until further notice. 
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in limiting the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our school community safe. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 

Confirmation – Friday June 3rd at 7.00pm 

First Eucharist – Sunday June 19th at 10.00am 

Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm  

Naplan 10th -20th May for year 3 and year 5 students 
As children progress through their school years, it is very important that checks are made along the way to see how well they 
are learning the essential skills of reading, writing and mathematics – skills that will set them upon the path to success as 
adults. 
This year, students in Years 3 and Year 5 at St. Mark will participate in the annual NAPLAN test in reading, writing, 
conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. NAPLAN online testing will start on Tuesday 
11th May. The students will complete the 4 tests mentioned above over 4 separate days. The timetable for these tests, their 
times and dates will be given out closer to May 2021. 
NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents and carers to see how their child is progressing in literacy and 
numeracy against the national standard and compared with their peers throughout Australia. At the classroom level, NAPLAN 
provides additional information to support teachers’ professional judgement about student progress. 
Please let us know if you do not want your child sitting the Naplan assessments. 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

16th March Prasana 8  18th March  Preshika 1 

18th March Tiana 5      

 

God Bless, 
Alison Dean, Acting Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 
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TERM 1, 2022 

MARCH 

Friday 18th 2020 National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence 

Friday 25th Harmony Day – students to wear orange 

APRIL 

Monday 4th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Hosted by LA1 & LA8 

Thursday 7th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Holy Thursday –   Hosted by LA9 & LA10 

Friday 8th 10.00am 
Holy Week Liturgy – Good Friday –   Hosted by LA4 & LA5 + Students of the 
Week & Birthdays & Farewell to Donna Salera 

Friday 8th 1.30pm Students Dismissed - End of Term 1 

Sunday 10th Palm Sunday 

Thursday 14th Holy Thursday 

Friday 15th Good Friday 

Sunday 17th Easter Sunday 

Monday 18th Easter Monday 

Monday 25th 5.45am Students singing the National Anthem at the Fawkner RSL Dawn Service 

Tuesday 26th 8.45am Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 26th 2.30pm St Mark’s ANZAC Day Service 

Friday 29th 9.00am Easter Sunday Liturgy – LA7 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 

MAY 

Monday 2nd  Students to be wearing Winter Uniform by today 

Tuesday 3rd 7.00pm Confirmation Family Information Night 

Thursday 5th School Photo Day – Winter Uniform 

Wednesday 11th 6.00pm School Advisory Council Meeting 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Zeki - for being collaborative during Discovery when making your marble run. You worked well in your 
team and used great communication skills. Well done superstar! 

LA4 Henri - for being courageous in your writing, having a go and taking risks. You have tried new things and 
your stories are amazing! Well done Henri 

LA5 Harry - for being courageous by trying new things with your writing. Harry, you have been putting in a 
great amount of effort into your work. You have worked hard to use adjectives to make your writing 
interesting. Well done! 

LA7 Hunter - It has been fantastic to see you show respect during our weekly School Assemblies. You have 
set a great example as a Year 6 leader by regularly singing the National Anthem and joining in St Mark’s 
Prayer. 

LA8 Paulina - for creating the entertaining character Nanny Tuna, for homework and then including her into 
your story.  You also displayed great persistence when solving maths problems.  

LA9 Luca, throughout this term, you’ve persistently and consistently completed your reading at home and 
spelling tasks with excellent responsibility. You also demonstrate a very persistent attitude when learning 
new concepts in class. 

LA10 Summer - Always being respectful to all adults and students. You are always polite and use your manners 
by saying ‘Please’ and ‘Thank you’. Well done! 

Italian Satyam - LA 9 for being corragioso when volunteering to read the poem about I Stagioni in italiano! 
Congratulations.  It was read like an Italian! 

Campbell - LA 9 for showing corragio when reading out his Caro Dio Prayer a loud to the class. It was 
read clearly, confidently and with the Italian pronunciation.  Bravissimo!  

 

  



  



 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

This Sunday we celebrate the 3rd Sunday of Lent. In the Gospel we read about a time when 
Jesus told a story about a man who planted a fig tree. This story reminds us of the life we have 
been given by God and that we are called to produce something of value in our lives. God’s 
love helps us grow. As we grow in His love we find what it is we are meant to do. It may be 
different for each one of us, but we will know when we find our purpose. It will be something we 
love to do and it will, in some way, benefit others. 

Gospel Reading Luke 13:1-9 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he 
said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any other Galileans? They 
were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam 
fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I 
tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’ 

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came lookin g for fruit on it 
but found none. He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I 
have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be 
taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it 
and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.”’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Catholic Education Week 2022 

This week is Catholic Education Week. This year’s theme is The Way of the Gospel. The 
theme challenges us to find the living Christ in our lives. We pray that we will continue to live 
out the words of Jesus through our interactions with each other and by showing love towards 
those who need our support. Our staff and students will be exploring this theme as part of 
their learning this week and will continue making connections with future learning in Religious 
Education. 

Further information, including Archbishop Peter A Comensoli’s Pastoral Letter, can be found at 
https://melbournecatholic.org/about/take-the-way-of-the-gospel 

 

Prayer for Catholic Education Week 

We pray that we may walk 'the way of the gospel' together,  

as we accompany each other in our learning this year.  

May the Holy Spirit guide us and give us new eyes,  

new ears and open hearts,  

helping us to bring your love to all we encounter. 

Amen 
  

https://melbournecatholic.org/about/take-the-way-of-the-gospel


 

St Mark’s Saints Club 

Our Saints Club met this week to begin putting together ideas for our Outreach Program this term. This will 
involve supporting the work of Caritas Australia and some groups within our local community. Further information 
will be included in next week’s school newsletter 

 

See below the weekly story of how our monetary donations have helped people in communities less fortunate than 
ourselves. 

 
Janice 44, is a proud Wagilak woman, a traditional dancer, who tells stories through movements handed 
down over generations. With your support, Janice and the Djilpin Arts  Aboriginal Corporation support the 
community to generate income and employment, while keeping culture alive. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help provide employment and training for First 
Australians, allowing them to remain on country and keep their culture alive. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow 
For All Future Generations. 

 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 

Wellbeing News  

There are a lot of events coming up in Wellbeing:  

 Leadership Day will be this Friday  

 National Day Against Bullying on Friday, March 18th   

 Harmony Day on Friday March 25th, students can wear orange on this 
day. 

 

Stephanie Nightingale   
stephanie.nightingale@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au.  
 

National Day Against Bullying 
The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence is an important day in our school calendar to join with 
other schools across Australia to say ‘Bullying. No Way!’ 

 We’re joining the nationwide movement with schools across Australia to Take Action Together against 
bullying on Friday 18 March 2022. 

 We’re proud to be an NDA school! and to say ‘Bullying. No Way!’ 

 We are putting our bullying prevention initiatives in the spotlight and calling on our school community to 
stand with us on Friday 18th March 2022. The Student will be doing activities in their classroom to teach 
them about what bullying is and strategies they should use if they are bullied. 

 At our school, we encourage students to take hold of the issue  
and talk about what works. Let’s support our students to drive 
powerful messages and take action to prevent bullying. 

 The NDA promotes school, parent and community 
partnerships to build supportive learning environments and 
find workable solutions to address bullying. 

 Together we can make change. Everyone has a role to play 
in supporting young people in dealing with bullying and 
helping to energise positive discussions about the issue. 

 

Ms. Stephanie Nightingale 
Student Wellbeing Leader 
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