WEEK 8 TERM 2 NEWSLETTER
Wednesday 9th June 2021
Dear Families
Welcome to Week 8 everyone. What wonderful news we received just now when the Acting Premier, James Merlino
announced that the children will return to onsite learning this Friday, June 11th at 8.45am. I congratulate everyone, children
and adults alike, for your courage (taking risks, and having a go), persistence (continuing to learn, even when it’s hard),
resilience (being open to change, new situations and ways of learning) and respect (considering own and others’
needs) as we have once again risen to the challenges of remote learning. These St Mark’s Learning Dispositions, along with
our Mercy Values, the cornerstones of all that we do here at St Mark’s, have been our guide as we have navigated the
challenges of the last two weeks to ensure that great opportunities continue for our children.
It has been lovely this week to see our students connecting with their friends and teachers through our Google Meet Check
Ins each morning, and through their Focus Groups. It has also been a joy to see all the great learning that our children are
posting on SeeSaw, and the great feedback they are receiving from their teachers and LSO’s to further improve their learning.
Thank you so much to our staff and to the families for your support of student learning by continuing to work in partnership
with the staff to ensure strong learning continued through this period of remote learning.
Upon the return to onsite learning on Friday, please continue to follow our COVID Safe Practices and minimise your time on
school grounds. Please follow all current mask wearing regulations.
Interactive Outdoor STEAM Learning Space @ St Mark’s – Work is now complete on converting our front garden area into
an Interactive Outdoor Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) Learning Space. We now have a
stage area for performance, sensory garden beds, a mud kitchen, market place, boat shaped sand pit, rock climbing wall and
vegetable gardens. This project was made possible through a combination of the funds we raised at our Family Fun Festival in
late 2019 and the money collected through the annual School Development Fund that families pay each year. This space is a
wonderful addition to our already impressive learning spaces and an area that will be utilised by our P-6 students to enhance
learning opportunities. I can’t wait until the children return and start using it.

Semester 1 Reports & Student Led Learning Conferences – Semester 1 Reports will go home to all families on Friday June
18th. Student Led Learning Conferences will be held on Tuesday June 22nd 12.15pm-7.00pm and Wednesday June 23rd 3.455.30pm. Students will be dismissed at 12.00pm on Tuesday June 22nd. Aftercare is available. These Student Led Learning
Conferences will allow our students to talk about their learning, which we know is a great way to consolidate new knowledge.
At this stage we plan to hold the Student Led Learning Conferences onsite. Of course, if circumstances prevent this,
we will respond accordingly. Online bookings are now open and a letter outlining all details has been sent home to all families.
Please contact the office if you require assistance making your bookings.
Kids Matter @ St Mark's Action Team Meeting – The main item on the Agenda for our ZOOM meeting last Friday morning
was the Family Fun Festival that is scheduled for Saturday November 20th. In order to make our Family Fun Festival a huge
success we require volunteers to join our FFF Committee. If you would like to join, please leave your name at the Front Office.
Just like previous years, the focus for this year’s FFF will be to provide a wonderful community event with fun activities and
goodies for the children, families and staff of St Mark’s, and for the wider Fawkner community.
Our next meeting is on Friday July 23rd at 2.45pm in the Meeting Room.
Update on New COVID Restrictions - All staff and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask while onsite (unless
there is an exemption). If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must wear your face mask and
continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite at drop off and pick up time, and continue to sign
in and out using our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings. When we return to onsite learning, Drop Off & Pick Up
arrangements will remain unchanged, with all students being dismissed at 3.30pm. Should you have any concerns relating to
school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your patience,
understanding and support.
As our school is located in metropolitan Melbourne:






School staff must carry a face mask at all times and wear a face mask when at school, including when attending an
Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, unless a lawful exception applies.
Students at primary school are not required to wear face masks when at school, or when attending an OSHC program
but those who wish to do so, can.
Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older on public transport and when in
taxis or ride share vehicles. This includes travelling to and from school on public transport or in a vehicle with others
not from your household.
Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do
so, can.

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of the
community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results.
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is available
on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website –
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe.
Week 8 Assembly – Assembly this Friday is a General Assembly for students and staff only (no visitors). A photo of the
Learners of the Week will be shared on SeeSaw and Skoolbag after Assembly.
St Mark’s Family Disco POSTPONED – Unfortunately, due to the uncertainty of the current times, we have had to make the
difficult decision to postpone our Family Disco. We know how popular this annual event is, so the plan is to hold it in Term 3
when the current situation has eased. We thank you for your understanding.
School Assembly in Term 3 – Assemblies in Term 3 will be held at 2.45pm on Fridays. There will be occasions when
Assemblies will be held in the morning. One such occasion is the Father’s Day Assembly which will be held straight after Father’s
Day Breakfast on Friday September 3rd.
Chicken care over the Term Holidays – We require assistance with looking after our chickens over the coming holidays
please. Ideally we need families who could take on the task for a week at a time. The chickens will need someone to come in
every couple of days to ensure they have plenty of food and water. If you would like to help out, please leave your name at the
office and I will be in touch to explain the procedure. Thank you.

2021 Prep Enrolments – If you have a child who will be starting school next year can you please collect an Enrolment Form
from the Office. We need these returned as soon as possible so we know how many places we have for new families who wish
to enrol.
2021 Sacrament Dates
First Eucharist –Grade 4’s, Gr5’s and Gr6’s – To Be Advised
Confirmation - Grade 6: Friday 16th of July at 7.00pm

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday.
Date
11th June

Name
Verona Valentina

LA
1

Date
12th June

Name
Bridget

LA
8

Week 8 - Learner of the Week
Learning
Area

Name

Prep

Taji- for being a persistent learner when drawing an orangutan and it’s features. You did
a great job at labelling and describing its features. Keep up the great work!

LA4

Luniva - for being a persistent and reflective learner. Congratulations on the effort you
have been putting into completing your remote learning tasks. It is evident that you are
putting in a lot of effort and thought into the learning you have posted on Seesaw.

LA5

Anabel - for showing persistence when completing all your learning tasks. You have
taken care when writing your letter to Rapunzel, ensuring that you included a greeting,
questions, information and a sign-off. Keep up the good work.

LA7

Jacob- for showing great responsibility as a learner by completing many of the learning
tasks during this time of Remote Learning. It has been fantastic to see you
demonstrating curiosity when working on challenging tasks in a Math focus group, and
with calculating the area of Compound Shapes.

LA8

Johnathan - for being a reflective learner and contributing to focus group
discussions. Your writing has been very entertaining and I am so glad you are willing
to share ideas with others.

LA9

Theviru, you’ve displayed courage throughout Remote Learning by having a go at all
the tasks, no matter how challenging. This was evident with your spelling words and
work on analogue clocks. Also, you were often the first to share your understanding and
knowledge during your focus groups.

LA10

Domenic - for your perseverance and great work during Remote Learning. You were
always punctual to all Meets and produced fantastic work. Well done!
Hovsep- Being resilient during Remote Learning. You participated well during all Meets
and tried your very best to complete all set tasks, even though you were not feeling so
well.

ITALIAN

Isaac and Oliver, LA1, for demonstrating the disposition of CURIOSO. These students
approached their online Italian tasks at home with interest and enthusiasm and
completed their work magnificently. They each produced wonderfully creative
responses that demonstrated excellent learning. BRAVI!

Our Condolences - We offer our heartfelt condolences to Demiana (LA7) and her family on the recent passing of her dear
grandmother Faridah. Please keep Demiana and her family in your prayers. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. May
perpetual light shine upon her, May she rest in peace.
God Bless and stay safe,

Peter Wilson, Principal
Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’

2021
JUNE
Wednesday
Thursday

9th

10th

Program Support Group (PSG) Meetings
9.00 am – 11.00 am

Playgroup @ St Mark’s - CANCELLED

Friday 11th

St John’s First Aid in Schools for Students – POSTPONED

Monday 14th

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 15th

9.00am

LA8 attending Parish Mass – To Be Confirmed

Tuesday 15th

7.00pm

Confirmation Parent/Child/Sponsor Information Session

9.00 am – 11.00 am

Playgroup @ St Mark’s

Thursday 17th

2.30pm

Whole School Photo

Friday 18th

Semester 1 Reports Go Home Today

Thursday

17th

Tuesday

22nd

9.00am

LA7 attending Parish Mass – To Be Confirmed

Tuesday

22nd

12.00pm

Students Dismissed – OSHC Available

Tuesday 22nd

12.15-7.00pm

Student Led Learning Conferences

Tuesday 22nd

2022 Prep Enrolment Interviews

Wednesday

23rd

2022 Prep Enrolment Interviews

Wednesday 23rd

3.45-5.30pm

Student Led Learning Conferences

Thursday 24th

3.30pm

Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm

6.00-7.30pm

St Mark’s Family Disco – POSTPONED

Thursday
Friday

24th

25th

Student Free Day - Staff Faith Development Day

TERM 3, 2021
JULY
Monday 12th

8.45am

Tuesday 13th
Wednesday
Thursday

14th

15th

Term 3 Commences for all students

2022 Prep Enrolment Interviews
2022 Prep Enrolment Interviews
10.00am

Bishop Terry Curtin visiting Yr6’s

Friday 16th

Confirmation Retreat Day

Friday 16th

2.45pm

Assembly – Host TBA

Friday

16th

7.00pm

Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s – Bishop Terry Curtin

Friday

23rd

10.00am

Grandparents Day visits to Classrooms

Friday 23rd

10.30am

Grandparents Day Assembly – Host TBA

Friday 23rd

11.00am

Grandparents Day Morning Tea

Friday

23rd

2.45pm

Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Action Team Meeting

Friday

30th

2.45pm

Assembly – Host TBA
AUGUST

Friday 6th

2.45pm

Assembly – Host TBA

Friday

13th

Penola Volleyball Competition

Friday

13th

2.45pm

Sunday 15th
Tuesday
Friday

Feast of the Assumption

17th

20th

Friday 20th

Friday

6.30pm

5/6 Camp Parent Info Session

2.45pm

Assembly – Host TBA

Catholic Secondary Colleges Yr7 2023 Enrolments close

Monday 23rd
Wednesday

Assembly – Host TBA

BOOK WEEK COMMENCES - Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds
25th

27th

Book Fair – Wednesday - Friday
Book Week Celebrations

Friday 27th

2.45pm

Monday 30th

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Open

Tuesday

31st

9am-1pm

Assembly – Host TBA
St Mark’s Athletics Sports @ Parker Reserve
SEPTEMBER

Friday 3rd

7.30am

Father’s Day Breakfast

Friday 3rd

9.00am

Father’s Day Assembly – Host TBA

Sunday

5th

Father’s Day

9th

Thursday
3.30pm
St Mark’s Art Show
th
Wednesday 15
Gr 5/6 Camp to The Ranch – Cape Schanck
– Friday 17th
Friday 17th
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Open
Friday 17th

Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm

Friday 17th

2.45pm

Assembly – Host TBA

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about the kingdom of God.
He talks about how it’s like a tiny seed that grows into something much
bigger than itself.
This is an important lesson for us as Christians. We can never know
when our small acts of kindness – lending a helping hand to someone in
need or maybe even just sharing a smile – can grow into something very
big and important. You might not even know how much your kindness
made a difference in someone’s life. We can all plant the seeds of love
by caring for others.
Gospel Reading Mk 4:26-34
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A
man throws seed on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he
is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not know.
Of its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then
the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses no time;
he starts to reap because the harvest has come.’
He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a
mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once
it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds of the air
can shelter in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of understanding
it. He would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything to his disciples when they
were alone.
The Gospel of the Lord

Sacrament of Confirmation
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in the first week of Term 2 on
Friday 16th July at 7.00pm at St Mark’s Church. We look forward to meeting with
the Confirmation candidates and their families at the Information Evening next
Tuesday June 15th at 7.00pm. Please keep the children in your prayers as they
continue preparations for the sacrament.
Ms Dot Mash
Religious Education Leader

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER,

KEEP SAVING YOUR BREAD BAGS AND TAGS
EVEN THOUGH WE AREN’T AT SCHOOL
EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Dear Parents and Friends,
St Mark’s will be participating in this wonderful new initiative where they will be able to collect bread bags and
bread tags, place them in the correct bins located near the entry of the school office and they then will be
recycled into new things like school play equipment.
Bread bags and tags do not have to be limited to the Wonder brand. They can be any type of bread bag and tag.
They just need to be clean and free from crumbs. They do not need to be washed. Please see the accompanying
flyer in this newsletter for more information. St Mark’s will then be able to redeem new sports equipment for
every 5kg bin filled!!

A short video explaining how the campaign works

Mrs Daniela Lazzaro

LUKE KENNEDY – MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER
PARENT SESSION
THURSDAY 17TH JUNE 6.30
FAMILY ROOM AT ST MATTHEW’S PS
95 William Street, Fawkner North
Adults only

TOPICS COVERED
 Resilience
 Mental Health/Self Care
 Bullying – Self Bullying and Negative Self Talk
 Motivation and Inspiration
Please call St Matthew’s office to RSVP to this event 9359 5423

