
WEEK 8 TERM 3 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to Week 8 and to springtime everyone. I hope you are enjoying the warmth today and the sense of optimism and 
hope that the commencement of Spring brings each year. I pray that the extension to this lockdown is brief and that we are all 
back together soon. 
This coming Sunday is Father’s Day, the day we give thanks to the men in our lives who are fathers or father figures to us. It’s 
a day where we say thank you for all that they do and how their example helps us to be the people we are. 
We are so fortunate to have the men of our community who do so much for us. At this time, I am always conscious that there 
are many in our community who do not have a father, or have fathers who are in God’s loving care. Thank you to all the 
fathers and father figures in our community for the love and support you provide for the children of St Mark’s. I pray that the 
men of our community allow the Holy Spirit to guide them and to work through them. 
Loving Jesus, We thank you for the gift of Fathers, and all men in our lives. We thank you for everything they do for us. Please 
continue to watch over them and guide them. We pray for all fathers who are no longer with us. Please continue to keep them 
safe in your arms. We ask this, through Christ our Lord, Amen 

I am conscious that the current restrictions prevent our families from attending Mass to participate in the liturgy. A reminder 
that you can watch Fr Colin’s daily and weekly Masses on the St Mark’s YouTube Channel or Facebook. Go to: St Mark’s 
Church Fawkner on Facebook or St Mark’s Parish Fawkner Mass on YouTube. Daily Masses are streamed live on Facebook 
at 11.00am each day and are then available on YouTube at around 1.00pm. 

It was lovely to receive the following message from a parent late last week. Feedback such as this reinforces our belief that 
the new strategies we have recently implemented are of great value to the children’s learning and a great support for families 
– “I just wanted to say that I think this lockdown with the online classes it’s made a huge difference for my child.  I’ve noticed 
she is happier. I think the class connection and interaction like a normal school day makes a difference. I think by being in 
class with the teacher keeps her on track.  Although I did help her yesterday with her art, as it was a good break for me! 
Thanks also for the whole school activities. These make it fun and something to look forward to. I hope you have a wonderful 
weekend and thank all the St Mark’s teachers and other staff for all your hard work”. 
 
Sacrament Update - I am pleased to advise that Bishop Terry Curtin will Confirm our Gr6 children, and a number of 2020 Gr6 
students, in St Mark’s Church at 7.00pm on Thursday October 14th. The Confirmation Retreat Day will be held on Wednesday 
October 13th. All details will be shared closer to the date. 
At this stage we do not have a new date for the Gr4 Celebration of 1st Eucharist. We hope to be in a position to determine a 
new date once we know more about any changes to restriction. We thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
St Mark’s Arts Show – As advised last week, our Bi-Annual Arts Show will take on a different format this year due to the 
current restrictions. This year the Arts Show will be a virtual Art Show that will be filmed and shared as a YouTube Link with all 
families via SeeSaw and Skoolbag. We plan to share the YouTube link towards the end of Week 10 and encourage all 
families to access the link and enjoy the show. 
 
I encourage everyone to remain vigilant and to follow the Government and DHS guidelines we currently have in place. I am 
aware that there have been a number of exposure sites in the Fawkner area, and surrounding suburbs in recent days. A full 
list of exposure sites and requirements can be found at - https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites  It’s so important 
that we all do the right thing to keep each other safe and to enable the return to onsite learning as soon as possible.  
 
Intentions for 2022 – It’s hard to believe that we are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2022. To 
assist, we need to know if any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2021. If your child will not be 
returning to St Mark’s in 2022 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible. 
  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites


 
Update on New COVID Restrictions - All staff and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask while onsite, unless 
there is an exemption. If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must sign in using our QR 
Code, wear your face mask and continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite at drop off and 
pick up time, and also continue to sign in and out using our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings. When onsite 
learning returns, Drop Off & Pick Up arrangements will remain unchanged, with all students being dismissed at 3.30pm. 
Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support.  
 
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of 
the community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results. 
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is 
available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - 
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents 
Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 
 

2021 Sacrament Dates 

First Eucharist –Grade 4’s – To be advised 

Confirmation – Thursday October 14th at 7.00pm 

 

Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

2nd September Ayaan 9  3rd September  Neriah 4 

6th September Alyssa 5    

 

Congratulations – Congratulations to Alexandra (LA4) on the birth of her baby sister Madeline on Monday night. We wish 

Alexandra, her parents Katherine and Santo and her sister Scarlett a lifetime of happiness together. 

Our Condolences - We offer our heartfelt condolences to our Admin Officer Fiona Roberts and her family on the recent passing 
of her dear Mother In Law, Betty Roberts. Please keep Fiona and her family in your prayers. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 
May perpetual light shine upon her, May she rest in peace. 

  

http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Henri - for being persistent during Google Meets. You have shown great determination in reading new 
words. It has been great to see you challenge yourself with completing Remote Learning tasks. Well done!  

LA4 Satyam - for being a persistent and reflective learner. You are posting your remote learning tasks on 
Seesaw every day and it has been pleasing to see you seek feedback to improve your learning. Well done 
Satyam!! 

LA5 Audrey - for being a curious and respectful learner during your Maths Focus Group. It is fantastic to see the 
way you contribute to discussions, listen respectfully and always try your best. This has allowed you to 
easily grasp the concept of fractions. Keep up the good work.  

LA7 Luca - for being a persistent and resilient learner during this time of Remote Learning. You have 
demonstrated a positive mindset when working on set tasks and it is pleasing to see you beginning to take 
on more challenging learning within the area of Mathematics. Keep up the fantastic effort!  

LA8 Schollie - for being a responsible learner. You are always ensuring you ask questions when you are 
unsure, making sure you have finished the assigned tasks and attending all of your meets. Keep up the 
good work 

LA9 Zaylee - for responsibly and punctually attending all of our Google meetings, you’ve responsibly posted 
your learning on Seesaw and you’ve responsibly asked important questions when you aren’t sure of 
something. All the responsibility you’ve shown is a true indication of the respect you have for yourself and 
your learning. Congratulations Zaylee! 

LA10 Domenic - for being a reflective and courageous learner during Remote Learning. It was wonderful to see 
you volunteering to stay after a meet so that you could get extra help to work on a challenging task. Keep 
up the great work! 

ITALIAN Erin, LA7, - for demonstrating “Coraggio” in your work on LA CASA. Your bravery in submitting oral 
responses via the Seesaw platform were received with pleasure and admiration for the fine ‘have-a-go’ 
quality that you displayed. OTTIMO! 

 

God Bless, 

Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, 

wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

  



 

 

TERM 3, 2021 

SEPTEMBER 
Wednesday 1st Confirmation Retreat Day - CANCELLED 

Thursday 2nd 7.00pm Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s - CANCELLED 

Friday 3rd 8.45am Return to Onsite Learning - TBC 

Friday 3rd 7.30am Father’s Day Breakfast - CANCELLED 

Friday 3rd 9.00am Father’s Day Assembly – Hosted by Gr5/6’s - ONLINE 

Sunday 5th Happy Father’s Day 

Thursday 9th 3.30-6.30pm St Mark’s Art Show – To Be Confirmed 

Friday 10th  2.45pm Assembly hosted by Drumbeat Program - CANCELLED 

Wednesday 15th – 
Friday 17th 

Gr 5/6 Camp to The Ranch – Cape Schanck – To Be Confirmed 

Friday 17th Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

TERM 4, 2021 

OCTOBER 
Monday 4th  8.45am Term 4 Commences 

Wednesday 6th  2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #1 

Thursday 7th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Opens 

Wednesday 13th Confirmation Retreat Day 

Wednesday 13th  2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #2 

Thursday 14th  7.00pm Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s 

Thursday 28th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Close 

Wednesday 20th 2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #3 

Wednesday 27th 2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #4 

Friday 29th  Day For Daniel 

NOVEMBER 
Monday 1st  School Closure Day – Report Writing 

Tuesday 2nd  Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday 3rd  2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #5 

Wednesday 10th   2.00pm Steps 2 Prep Session #6 

Thursday 11th Remembrance Day 

Thursday 11th 10.40am St Mark’s Remembrance Day Service – Details to be advised 

Thursday 11th 7.00pm  Mercy College Transition Evening 

Thursday 18th 9.15am 2021 Preps Orientation Session #1 

Thursday 25th 9.15am 2021 Preps Orientation Session #2 

Sunday 28th 1st Sunday of Advent 

DECEMBER 
Thursday 2nd 6.00pm Christmas Carols & Family Picnic – TO BE CONFIRMED 

Friday 3rd  Penola Catholic College Orientation Day 

Sunday 5th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday 6th  Parade College Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th  Academy of Mary Immaculate Yr7 2022 Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th Government Secondary Colleges Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th Simonds College 2022 Yr7 Orientation Day 

Friday 10th  Semester 2 Reports go home today 

Sunday 12th  3rd Sunday of Advent 

Monday 13th 9.15am Step Up 2022 Classes Orientation Session 

Tuesday 14th  Yr6 End of Year Excursion 

Tuesday 14th 6.00pm Graduation Mass & Celebration 

Wednesday 15th 9.00am End of Year Mass – Details to be advised 

Wednesday 15th 11.50am Yr6 Farewell Assembly – Details to be advised 

Wednesday 15th Final Day of Semester 2 - Students Dismissed @ 1.30pm 

Sunday 19th 4th Sunday of Advent 



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This week’s Gospel reading is about one of the miracles Jesus performed while he lived on earth. 
There was a man who could not hear and had trouble speaking. Jesus touched the deaf man’s 
ears and his tongue and said, “Be opened!”  
Today, this story is asking us to keep our ears open to the love of God  
by being aware of the needs of others and helping them when they our comfort and support. 

 
Gospel- Mk 7:31-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark  

Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, 
right through the Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside 
in private, away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue 
with spittle. Then looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were 
opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, 
but the more he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ 
they said ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

We are pleased to advise that The Sacrament of Confirmation has been scheduled to take place on Thursday 14th October at 
7.00 p.m in St Mark’s Church, and will be celebrated by Bishop Terry Curtin. Our Yr 6s will be participating in a Retreat Day 
on Wednesday 13th October.  

Celebration of Father’s Day  

This Sunday we celebrate Father’s Day. It is a day for us to show appreciation for fathers, grandfathers and other significant 
males in their lives.  
As a school community, wish everyone a wonderful day on Sunday and we especially pray for the members of our school 
whose fathers have died. May they enjoy eternal life in heaven. 

Prayer for Fathers, Grandfathers and Father Figures 

  

 Heavenly Father, 

you entrusted your Son Jesus, 

the child of Mary,  

to the care of Joseph,  

Bless all fathers, grandfathers and  

significant males in our lives.  

 

Give them strength and wisdom, 

tenderness and patience; 

support them in the work they have to do. 

 We pray for our fathers who have died, 

that they have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, 

and that our family will one be day  

be reunited in your heavenly kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Ms Dot Mash 
RE Leader 



ST MARK’S BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 2021 

  



 

Wellbeing News 
 

Next week is National Child Protection week from 5-11th of September. During this week the 
students will be exploring ways to keep themselves safe and about what makes a supportive 
community. This years Theme is  
 

Every child in every community needs a fair go! 

 

 

The 2021 theme for National 
Child Protection Week is all 
about the importance of the 
‘bigger picture’ in addressing 
child abuse and neglect. 
Children can thrive and be 
healthy when they have what 
they need to develop well. But not every family has these resources. This is why we need to 
support every child, family and community according to their needs. 
 

Webinar opportunities for parents 

Various webinars can be found on the website: https://www.napcan.org.au/ 

 

Two particular webinars you might be interested in are:  
For Parents: eSafety’s guide to online sexual harassment and image-based abuse 

https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-webinars-2021/ 

 

And  
 

COVID-19 has impacted our children and young people's mental health - what can we do to 
help? 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4952166703574891534 

 

  

  

https://www.napcan.org.au/
https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-webinars-2021/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4952166703574891534


 
 

Father’s Day Sunday 5th September 
 
Please email Ms Alison today with your Father's day photos. It can be a picture of your dad, Nonno, uncle or 
brother.  

 
 
OFFICE NEWS 

Please note the school phone number is now 8335 4100. Please update your records with this number. 

 

LOST & FOUND 

There are two puffer jackets that have been handed in to the office. There are no names on them, one is 
black and one is blue. Please contact the office if they belong to you. 

 

SCHOOL FEES 

Just a gentle reminder that payment of school fees was due on the 6th August 2021. If you are experiencing any financial 
hardship please contact Mr. Peter Wilson to discuss.  

 

  



 

 

Our philosophy is simple, junior cricket is all about: 

 Creating a positive & encouraging environment 

 Players learn and develop their cricket skills 

 Place sportsmanship above winning 

 Enjoying the game of cricket 

 

 Woolworths Junior Blast: Ages 5 – 7  

 Junior Sides: Under 10, U12, U14 & U16’s 

East Coburg Cricket Club Junior & Blast Registrations 

 

ECCC Junior Coordinator: Frank Rechichi 
Mobile: 0401 140 256 

Email: eastcoburgcricketclub@gmail.com 

Website: East Coburg Cricket Club 

Facebook: East Coburg Cricket Club 

https://play.cricket.com.au/club/east-coburg-cricket-club-/7a0641c4-87d8-eb11-a7ad-2818780da0cc?programId=7
mailto:eastcoburgcricketclub@gmail.com
http://www.eastcoburgcc.vic.cricket.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/EastCoburgCC/

