
WEEK 8 TERM 3 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 31th August 2022 
Dear Families, 

This Sunday is Father’s Day, and we give thanks to those men in our lives who are fathers or father figures to us. It is a 
special time where we say thank you for all that they do and how they teach us and guide us, just as Jesus did. 
Each year at this time I think about how lucky we are to have the men of our community who do so much for us. I also think 
about those in our community, children and adults, who do not have a father, those whose fathers are now in God’s loving 
care and those who do not have contact with their father. 
I pray that the men of our community continue to allow the Holy Spirit to guide them and work through them. 
Loving Jesus, we thank you for the gift of Fathers. We thank you for everything they do for us. Please continue to watch over 
them and guide them. We pray for all fathers who are no longer with us. Please continue to keep them safe in your arms. We 
ask this, through Christ our Lord, Amen 

Father’s Day Breakfast - To all our fathers, grandfathers and father figures, don’t forget to join us for a delicious Bacon ‘n’ 
Egg Breakfast on Friday September 2nd between 7.30am and 9.00am followed by Assembly led by our 1/2 Students. This is 
our way of saying thanks to all the men in our community who do so much for us. We will also be providing toast for our 
students who come along. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - next Tuesday September 6th 15 of our Grade 3/4 students will receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the most unique and beautiful aspects of the Catholic Church. Jesus 
Christ, in His abundant love and mercy, established the Sacrament so that we can obtain forgiveness and reconcile with God 
and the Church when we make mistakes. The sacrament “washes us clean,” and renews us in Christ. Through this process, 
we are reconciled with the Church and continue to live as disciples of Jesus. As a community we pray for these children and 
their families and commit to supporting them in their sacramental journey. 

We pray with hope in our hearts - “For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, ‘do not fear, 
I will help you’.” (Isaiah 41:13) 

St Mark’s Trivia Night - What a fun night we had at the St Mark’s Trivia Night on Saturday night. There were over 80 people 
in attendance spending time together, having fun and building relationships. The 80’s outfits on display were very impressive 
and I had no idea we had so many talented singers and dancers amongst us! Many thanks to Lisa Marchio and the Kids 
Matter at St Mark’s Action Team for organising the event and to Alison Dean for all the hard work in pulling the night together. 

We raised a total of $2,500.00 on the night. This money will go towards playground improvements for the children of St 
Mark’s. We thank the following businesses for generously supporting St Mark’s: 

JPS Health and Fitness That Coffee Shop - Merlynston 

Fawkner Leisure Centre ELK | Australian & Ethically Designed Clothing & 
Accessories 

ABC Music Carlton Football club 

Geelong Football Club Melbourne Victory 

Westbreen Florist Go Climb Coburg 

Eatalian Eatery - Fawkner 

 

The St Mark’s School Community and Staff for the 
donations of prizes and Hamper items 

Lakes Fresh Food Market  
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Next Week is National Child Protection Week and this year’s theme is – ‘Every child, in every community, needs a fair go’. 

Here at St Mark’s we are committed to providing a safe environment for all students and young people and we take active 
steps to protect them against neglect and abuse. Our commitment and responsibility to child safety is drawn from the 
teachings of Jesus Christ and the Gospels. At the heart of this commitment is Christ’s message of love, hope, justice and the 
innate dignity of each person. We implement a comprehensive range of child protection strategies, including our Child Safety 
& Wellbeing Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct. These are both available on our Website - 
www.smfawkner.catholic.edu.au  

In the coming weeks the children of St Mark’s will be participating in discussions and activities during SEL Lessons designed 
to empower them with the knowledge and strategies they require to be safe in all aspects of their life. You can support this 
learning at home by having conversations with your children about personal safety. You might like to discuss with them 
questions such as: What makes you feel safe and happy at home? Who/where would you go to for support if you were not 
feeling safe? What actions could we as a family take to further support children and young people, to help keep them safe? 
What does ‘being unsafe’ look and feel like at home, in the community, online and/or at school? What are respectful 
relationships and/or appropriate behaviours? 

Gracious God, you said ‘let the children come to me’. We ask that you strengthen and guide all in our Catholic community. 
Grant us wisdom in our time to make decisions that protect children and the vulnerable. May our families and community – 
through love, generosity, commitment and patience – build a strong community, safe for our children.  Let your grace and love 
fall gently upon our children giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience they will need for life’s journey. We ask you, 
God, to help our Catholic community of St Mark’s to be resolute in creating an environment where our children both flourish 
and are safe. Amen. 

Glenroy District Athletics Carnival - Congratulations to the 28 students from Grs 3-6 who represented St Mark’s at the 
Glenroy District Athletics Carnival yesterday. From all reports the sportsmanship shown by the St Mark’s students was 
excellent. Thank you to our Sports Co-ordinator Mrs Daniela Lazzaro for preparing the students so well. Thanks also to our 
staff members Emma Crotty, Kyla Lancaster, Angela Azzato and Chloe Miller, and Parent Helper Leanne Haynes, who 
assisted on the day and ensured our students had such a successful day. 

Holiday Program @ St Mark’s - Youth Leadership Victoria has advised that they will once again be offering a Holiday 
Program at St Mark’s during the T3 holidays. The program will be open from 7.00am-6.30pm each day. The Activity Program 
is included in this Newsletter. For all details and bookings visit – www.ylv.com.au 

Chicken care over the Term Holidays - We require assistance with looking after our chickens over the coming holidays 
please. Ideally we need families who could take on the task for a week at a time. The chickens will need someone to come in 
every couple of days to ensure they have plenty of food and water. If you would like to help out, please leave your name at the 
office and Alison Dean will be in touch to explain the procedure. Thank you. 
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Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) - This year we are once again 
participating in the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS). MACSSIS is an 
annual process where we listen to the thoughts and feelings students (Yrs 4, 5 & 6), families and staff have about how our 
school can improve. These surveys help inform the ongoing improvement of schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
MACSSIS data benefits everyone within our school and provides valuable community insights on areas that we can focus on. 
We believe it is important to encourage families to have a voice and contribute to shaping the ongoing improvement of the 
school.  
The survey is only available online, can be accessed from Monday August 29th and needs to be completed by Friday 
September 16th. This survey may only be completed once. 
For families where there may be more than one child attending our school, we ask that families focus on the eldest child 
attending the school. We invite all families to respond via this survey and participation is completely voluntary. There are no 
"right" or "wrong" answers – all responses are completely anonymous and at no point are any of the responses from students, 
families or staff identifiable by the school.  
The survey is available in English, Arabic, Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Tagalog and Vietnamese.  

To complete the survey you will need access the following link:  
https://www.orima.com.au/macsfamily  (you may need to copy & paste the link, or type it directly into your browser). 
 
Each family will receive a letter today containing a unique PIN which will enable your family to access MACSSIS. The 
letter will be sent home with the eldest child in each family. Please contact the Office if you do not receive the letter, 
have any questions, or would like assistance in completing the Survey. We thank you for your participation and 
value your feedback. 

Intentions for 2023 - It’s hard to believe that we are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2023. To 
assist, we need to know if any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2022. If your child will not be 
returning to St Mark’s in 2023 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible. 

2023 Prep Enrolments - Please tell your friends that there are still places available for Prep 2023 at St Mark’s. I am available 
for School Tours, which can be booked through the Office on 8335 4100. 

School Closure Days in Term 4 - Monday October 31st will be school a closure day. Students do not attend school on that 
day as this is a Report Writing Day for staff. OSHC will not be operating on that day. 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The Victorian Government is providing up to three further deliveries of rapid antigen tests in Term 3 
and again in Term 4 to schools. It is recommended that rapid antigen tests are used by students and staff when symptomatic. 
A new kit of RATs will be sent home next week with the oldest in each family. 

Household contacts are required to test negative using a rapid antigen test on at least 5 out of 7 days if they are attending or 
working at a school onsite. If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the 
Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

Parents must also report a positive result to their school by phone or written notification; this is so the school can support 
them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a 
positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms. 

Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation period and are subsequently 
asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for four weeks.  

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 
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Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

31st August Erin 7  1st September  Avianna 10 

3rd September Neriah 9  6th September  Alyssa 4 

 

God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

  



 

 

  

TERM 3, 2022 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 2nd 7.30am Father’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 2nd 9.00am Father’s Day Assembly – LAs 4&5 

Sunday 4th HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

Tuesday 6th 1st Reconciliation Retreat Day 

Tuesday 6th  7.00pm Celebration of 1st Reconciliation at St Mark’s 

Friday 9th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Friday 16th Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

Friday 16th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) Close 

Friday 16th  10.00am Celebration of Grandparents Classroom Visits 

Friday 16th  10.30am 
Celebration of Grandparents Assembly –  LAs 9&10 + Learner’s of the Week and 
Birthdays 

Friday 16th  11.00am Celebration of Grandparents Morning Tea 

TERM 4, 2022 

OCTOBER 

Monday 3rd 8.45am 
Term 4 Commences - – Students must wear School Sun Hats for all outdoor 
activities 

Tuesday 4th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 5th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #1 of Steps2Prep 

Tuesday 11th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 12th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #2 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 13th Gr3/4 Excursion to CERES Brunswick 

Monday 17th Gr4 Students Visiting Penola Catholic College Glenroy 

Tuesday 18th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 19th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #3 of Steps2Prep 

Tuesday 25th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Wednesday 26th   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #4 of Steps2Prep 

Thursday 27th Performance Rehearsal Day @ Penola Broadmeadows – Details TBA 

Thursday 27th 6.30pm 
Whole School Performance at Penola  Catholic College, 
Broadmeadows 

Monday 31st School Closure Day – Report Writing – No school for students 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday 2nd   2.00pm 2023 Preps Session #5 of Steps2Prep 

Tuesday 8th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Tuesday 15th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Tuesday 22nd 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 

Tuesday 29th 9-11am St Mark’s Playgroup in School Hall 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Sara - for being a respectful learner. It is wonderful to see you always being such a caring friend to your 
classmates especially when they need help. Well done!  

Oliver - for being a persistent learner. You have done an amazing job at using your sound drums to write 
new words. You showed great determination and were able to explain clearly which sounds to blend 
together when reading them. Well done!  

LA4 Jack - for working persistently and showing curiosity during maths. You have worked really well to 
independently solve fraction problems. Keep up the great work! 

LA5 Jaidyn P - for being a respectful member of our class by always using your manners and following 
instructions. Great work! 

LA7 Klaudia - for having such a positive mindset towards your learning. You have demonstrated persistence 
and determination when working on your Genius Hour Project, and it has been great to see you so 
enthusiastic with  presenting your project to other classes. Keep up the great work! 

LA8 Onile - for being so respectful as a learner. You have demonstrated what it means to be a good learner in 
our class by supporting other students when they need it and continuously finding ways to help others. 

LA9 Ava, you’ve displayed remarkable resilience and persistence in order to improve your knowledge and 
speed with times tables. Well done on the growth you’ve made throughout the multiplication unit. 

LA10 Congratulations for the respect you show to your peers and your teachers. You can always be relied upon 
to treat others fairly and work collaboratively with your fellow classmates. Your determination to always do 
your best is evident in your learning. Keep it up! 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time This Sunday, our Church celebrates the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. In the Gospel, we read about a time when Jesus talked about the importance of discipleship. He 
said, “Whoever doesn’t bear his own cross, and come after me, can’t be my disciple”. The message 
for us today is to continue the work of Jesus by being willing and ready to serve others, even when we are 
faced with difficulties and challenges. 

Gospel Reading: Lk 14:25-33  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone 
who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the 
cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found 
himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here 
is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war 
against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could 
stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other 
king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of 
you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation 

Please keep the children in your prayers as they make final preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
The Year 3 children will participate in a Retreat Day next Tuesday and will celebrate the Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation in St Mark’s Church that evening. We look forward to joining the children in this next step in their 
faith journey. 

Saints Club News!  Putting our Mercy Values of ‘Service and Compassion’ into action! 

Our focus this term is to support the needy people in our local community. We look forward to 
putting our Mercy Values of ‘Service and Compassion’ into action, by working in groups each 
week to cook food for the HOPE Cafe.  This week Hovsep, Prasana, Savannah and Monique 
had a great time cooking delicious apple and cinnamon muffins for the Hope Café! 
 

  



 

Celebration of Father’s Day  

This Sunday we celebrate Father’s Day. It is a day for us to show appreciation  
for fathers, grandfathers and other significant males in our lives.  
As a school community, we wish everyone a wonderful day on Sunday and we especially pray for 
the members of our school whose fathers have died. May they enjoy eternal life in heaven. 
 

Prayer for Fathers, Grandfathers and Father Figures 
  

  

  
Heavenly Father, 

you entrusted your Son Jesus, 
the child of Mary,  

to the care of Joseph,  
Bless all fathers, grandfathers and 

significant males in our lives.  
 

Give them strength and wisdom, 
tenderness and patience; 

support them in the work they have to do. 
We pray for our fathers who have died, 

that they have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, 
and that our family will one day 

be reunited in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Amen. 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 

OFFICE NEWS 

STUDENT ABSENTEES 
Just a reminder that if your child is away from school it is a 
legal requirement to notify the school of their absence. This can 
be done via skoolbag app, seesaw, phoning the office or by 
sending the classroom teacher an email. If we do not receive 
notification we will be notifying you via SMS message. 

Any student arriving at school after 9.15am has to be signed in via the IPad in the school foyer. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Dear parents popcorn is now back and available in the canteen at $1.30 per packet. 

Thanks Vicki Smith  

 

KM@SMAT Update! 

Do you have a business or know someone who might like to donate something of value 
that we could use in an auction on the Trivia night? If so, please reach out to Lisa in the 
office! Examples could be (but not limited to); 

- City escape (accommodation or meal) 
- Framed memorabilia 
- Voucher for pampering 
- A coffee machine  

Preps 

The Preps are on the lookout for some material off-cuts, scrap material and 
cotton thread. 
Please contact the office if you have any to lend.  

 
  



 

5/6 Weekly Update 

Hi everyone, 

We have had a busy week of learning.  

We have had the book fair before and after school this week where we have been 
able to buy new books and pens and posters. It was really cool to be able to have this 
at school.  

On Friday last week we had the volleyball competition at Penola High School. 12 
grade 6’s got chosen to represent our school and play volleyball against lots of other 
primary schools. We trained with Ms Lazzaro which helped us make it to the semi-
finals. Unfortunately, both teams lost in the semi-finals but we tried our best and had lots of fun. Thank you Ms Lazzaro for 
giving us this opportunity and training us. 

 

 

On Tuesday a group of year 3-6’s went to the district athletics day where we competed in different athletic events 
against all the schools in our district. It was so much fun even though it rained for most of the day. Many of our 
students got ribbons for their events.  

We have had 2 incursions for our Inquiry lessons. Some people from the Salvation Army and St Vincent De Paul 
have come to talk to us about the work they do to help people in our community. It has been so good to hear about 
how our community is helping people in need and it is inspiring us to do the same. 

By Jordan and Sadhana. 
  



 

Gardening Club 

 

We have been getting our hands dirty lately in the 

Gardening club! All of the seedlings we planted at the 

end of last term are growing well and are nearly ready 

to pick and enjoy. The first of our harvest was these 

yummy carrots. We learnt how to harvest them properly 

and then we cleaned them and tasted them. They taste 

sweet and they don’t look like the ones from the shops. 

We can’t wait until the rest of the veggies are ready to 

pick! 
 

 

From the Gardening Club. 

  



 
  



 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Bread bag recycling is back again!!!!! 

St Mark’s will again be participating in this wonderful initiative where you will be able to collect bread bags and 
bread tags, place them in the correct bins located near the entry of the school office and they then will be recycled 
into new things like school play equipment.   

Bread bags and tags do not have to be limited to the Wonder brand. They can be any type of bread bag and 
tag. They just need to be clean and free from crumbs. They do not need to be washed. Please see the 
accompanying flyer in this newsletter for more information. St Mark’s will then be able to redeem new sports 
equipment for every 5kg bin filled!! 

 
 

 
  



  



 
  



 

  



 


