WEEK 8 TERM 4 NEWSLETTER
Wednesday 24th November 2021
Dear Families,
Welcome to Week 8 everyone. We congratulate the 17 young members of our Parish who were Confirmed by Fr Colin last
Friday. This was a significant step in their faith journey where they were able to stand up and make a definite commitment to
their faith. I pray that we all open our hearts and allow the Holy Spirit to continue to guide us and to work through us in our
interactions with others.
We thank Fr Colin for his leadership. Many thanks to our Religious Education Leader and 5/6 teacher Ms Dorothy Mash, and
our 5/6 teachers Ms Emma Crotty, Ms Lara Beltrame amd Mrs Daniela Lazzaro for all of their hard work in preparing the
children. Also thank you to our staff members who came along to help out and support.

Tonight at 7.00pm fourteen of our Gr4 students will continue their Sacramental journey when they receive the Sacrament of
Eucharist for the first time. Please keep them in your prayers. We wish them and their families well on their special day.
This coming Sunday marks the beginning of the liturgical season of Advent, the season that we wait in joyful anticipation for
the birth of Jesus at Christmas. As a Catholic community this is a very important time of year for us. During Advent we spend
much time reflecting on what it means to be a follower of Jesus, and praying for peace in our world. We pray for the peace
and love that the birth of the Christ child promises. Over the coming Fridays we will be sharing a number of Advent Liturgies
via SeeSaw and Skoolbag after our morning Assembly. I encourage all members of our school community to acess these and
join with our children in joyful anticipation. All dates are listed in this newsletter.
Semester 2 Student Reports & 2022 Student Assessments – Student Reports will go home to all families on Friday
December 10th. These reports will provide you with a snapshot of your child, their achievements throughout Semester 2 and
the many qualities that assist them in their learning. Congratulations to our students on their wonderful achievements
throughout a very challenging 2021 and many thanks to our dedicated teachers who have worked so hard in recent weeks to
produce the reports. Included in the Report Package will be all details for the Assessment process at the beginning of the
2022 school year.

Commencement of 2022 School Year
Friday 28.01.22
Monday 31.01.22
Tuesday 1.02.22

Wednesday 2.02.22
Tuesday 8.02.22

Staff resume – Office closed, no students
Office re-opens at 8.30am
Day 1 of Gr1-Gr6 Student Assessments – details will be sent home in Report
Packages
Day 2 of Gr1-Gr6 Student Assessments – details will be sent home in Report
Packages
8.45am - Prep students commence
11.00am - Prep students dismissed
8.45am – All Prep-Gr6 students commence
Prep students dismissed at 1.30pm this week (no school for Preps on Wednesday
22nd)
All students Prep-Gr6 dismissed at 12:00pm for Getting To Know You Meetings

Student Leadership at St Mark’s - Our Gr5 students are currently preparing to take over as the formal student leaders of St
Mark’s in 2022. As part of this process several of the students will be submitting applications to be School Captain. I look
forward to reading their applications and their vision as student leaders. Staff will be voting soon and our 2022 Captains and
Vice Captains will be announced at Assembly on Friday December 3rd. They will be formally inducted at the Candle Ceremony
on Wednesday December 8th.
Please keep our Gr6 students in your thoughts and prayers as they attend their High School Orientation Days over the coming
weeks. This can be an anxious time for young people, but I have full faith that our students have been very well prepared by
their families and teachers for their transition to high school in 2022.
2022 School Fees & Curriculum Levies – Families with outstanding 2021 School Fees and Curriculm Levies are asked to
finalise payments as soon as possible please. Please contact the Office to finalise payment.
Update on the wearing of Face Masks - All staff, Gr3-6 students and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask
while onsite, unless there is an exemption. Parents of Gr3-6 students are required to provide labelled face mask/s for
their own child/ren. It is recommended that parents provide a number of labelled face masks so that children have
spares if required throughout the day.
There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a
face mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or a mental health condition. Please provide documentation from a
medical practitioner if your child is exempt from wearing a face mask. A face mask must cover the nose and mouth.
Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements.
The Chief Health Officer also recommends that Prep-Gr2 students wear a mask. Parents of Prep-Gr2 students please contact
your child’s teacher if you would like them to wear a face mask while at school.
Important Changes to Quarantine Requirements When a Child is a Contact at School
The Victorian Government has announced important changes to the management of COVID-19 cases and close contacts in
schools, and other settings, as we reach the 90% double dose milestone for eligible people in the coming days.
This means that students who are exposed persons (previously identified as close contacts in education settings) from an
exposure at school, no longer have to quarantine for between 7 and 14 days. They can instead return immediately to school
after providing evidence of a negative result from a standard PCR test to our school.
In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that close contacts in significant school outbreaks are
still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, students will be notified directly of any additional quarantine
arrangements.
If your child becomes an ‘exposed person’ while at school, you will be able to send your child back to school if you follow
these steps:




your child isn’t a household contact and is instead in quarantine due to a COVID-19 exposure at a school setting
your child must get a standard test at your local COVID-19 testing site. If the PCR test is negative, please provide the
results to our school; your child can then return to school
your child will be strongly recommended to take a rapid antigen test at home on days each school weekday morning
until you run out of tests. These testing kits will be available from testing centres from Monday 22 November.

Rapid antigen tests are strongly recommended for those students who have returned a negative PCR result and are able to
return to school. They are a great tool for families to use to keep our school safe and ensure that positive cases are identified
at the earliest possible time. You will get a pack of five tests and you should use them each day before your child attends
school until you run out.
Families should also use a rapid antigen test whenever their child is visiting a high-risk location or setting during this period.
This includes visiting elderly or immunocompromised relatives or friends. Thank you for supporting this important approach,
which will help keep our school safe and reduce the disruption to the entire school community.
SunSmart at St Mark’s - In accordance with our SunSmart Policy at St Mark’s, a reminder that school hats are to be worn by
all students for all outside activities in Term 4. Students can choose to wear either the School Legionnaire’s Hat or the Bucket
Hat. Hats are available for purchase from PSW – 2/283 Rex Rd, Campbellfield, 9303 7845 or www.psw.com.au. Please
ensure hats are labelled with your child’s name. Grade 5/6 students will be permitted to wear their special Camp Cap for
the remainder of the year.
Hats For Sale – There are a limited number of School Bucket Hats available for sale at the Office for $13.00.
Summer Uniform – All students are to wear Summer Uniform in Term 4. Uniforms are available for purchase from PSW –
2/283 Rex Rd, Campbellfield, 9303 7845 or www.psw.com.au. Please ensure you label all items of clothing with your child’s
name.
For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place at St Mark’s. I will continue to keep families informed over
coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of our children and each other. Thank you for
your continued patience, understanding and support.
I encourage everyone to remain vigilant and to follow the Government and DHS guidelines we currently have in place. It’s so
important that we all do the right thing to keep each other safe.
If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must sign in using our QR Code, wear your face
mask and continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite and continue to sign in and out using
our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings.
Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support.
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of
the community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results.
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is
available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe.

2021 Sacrament Dates
First Eucharist –Grade 4’s – Wednesday November 24th at 7pm.

Birthdays
No birthdays to celebrate this week.
God Bless,

Peter Wilson, Principal
‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

TERM 4, 2021
NOVEMBER
Wednesday 24th

7.00pm

Gr4 Celebration of 1st Eucharist @ St Mark’s

Thursday 25th

9.00am

2021 Prep Orientation Session & Parent Information Session #1

Friday

26th

Sunday

28th

1st

Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA4 & LA5

1st

Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER

Wednesday 1st

7.00pm

Prep 2022 Parent Information #2 Zoom Meeting

Friday

3rd

2nd

Friday

3rd

Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA7 & LA8

Penola Catholic College Orientation Day

Sunday 5th

2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday 6th

Parade College Orientation Day

Tuesday

7th

Academy of Mary Immaculate Yr7 2022 Orientation Day

Tuesday

7th

Government Secondary Colleges Orientation Day

Tuesday 7th

Simonds College 2022 Yr7 Orientation Day

Thursday 9th

Yr6 End of Year Excursion

10th

Friday

3rd Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA1

Friday 10th

Semester 2 Reports go home today

Sunday 12th

3rd Sunday of Advent

Monday 13th

9.15am

Step Up 2022 Classes Orientation Session

14th

6.00pm

Graduation Mass & Celebration

Tuesday

Wednesday 15th

4th Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA9 & LA10

Wednesday 15th

12.00pm

Wednesday
Sunday

19th

15th

Yr6 Farewell Assembly – Details to be advised

Final Day of Semester 2 - Students Dismissed @ 1.30pm
4th Sunday of Advent

Learners Of The Week
Learning
Area

Name

Prep

Aarya - for showing the disposition of curiosity of collaboration. You did a great job when investigating how
to make an obstacle course for the guinea pigs.

LA4

Zaneek - for being persistent when learning to write and read new words.

LA5

Ava - for being persistent and creative when writing your persuasive letter.

LA7

Alena - for demonstrating the dispositions of curiosity and persistence when writing different types of
poetry. Your poems have certainly entertained the reader! Keep up the great work!

LA8

Titanya - for demonstrating the disposition of being responsible. You follow the school rules and show
great respect to your teachers and peers. What a wonderful role model you are!

LA9

Evan - for everyday arriving at school with a positive can-do attitude which is exemplified by your resilience
and persistence across the curriculum. Keep up your great work ethic!

LA10

Joseph A - for working hard and being persistent to complete all the required assessments tasks. Keep up
the great work!

ITALIAN

LA7 (the entire class) - for demonstrating the disposition of Curiosity in relation to the new Italian Christmas
Carol “Stella di Natale” in 2021. You displayed some classic ‘thinking outside of the box’ to determine the
real meaning behind the song about the star / stella - which is the birth of Jesus. Bravi!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sacrament of Confirmation
Congratulations to 12 of our Year 6 children and 5 of our past students, who celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation last
Friday night. Although we were limited with the number of people who could attend, we witnessed a very special occasion for
the children as they completed their final step of full initiation into the Catholic Church. A special thanks to Fr Colin for
celebrating a beautiful liturgy.

Last Wednesday the children gathered for a Retreat Day, which involved attending Mass and participating in different forms of
prayer and activities related to the theme “Holy Spirit in our Lives”

Sacrament of First Eucharist
The Sacrament of First Eucharist for our Year 4 students is being celebrated tonight at 7pm at St
Mark’s Church. We look forward to joining the children and their families at this celebration.

Season of Advent
This Sunday we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent, which marks the beginning of our Church
Year. In the Gospel Reading, Jesus speaks to us about being watchful and “staying awake,
praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen.”
We are to live in a way that makes us ready, at all times, to meet God. We do not know when
that very special moment will occur, but we do know that by loving God and caring about
others, our lives will be in good condition – ready to be used to honour God.
Gospel- Lk 21:25-28. 34-36
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations
in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear as they await
what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place,
stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand.
‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the
cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living man on the face of
the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence
before the Son of Man.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Advent Prayer

O God,
You have provided accounts of people of faith
who met your Son on earth and learned from him your holy way.
During this time of year when our lives are busy and our hearts grow with joy,
give us the wisdom to recognise your Son.
Grant us the insight to hear his saving message,
and fill our hearts with love for him and all we encounter.

Advent Liturgies
The Church Season of Advent begins this Sunday. Each year level will be preparing prayerful celebrations
based on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Unfortunately, as we are unable to gather as a school
community for these celebrations. Each liturgy will be recorded and viewed by the classes each Friday after
the school assemblies and a link will be sent for families to view via Seesaw.

Advent Liturgies Timetable
Year Levels

Date

LA4 and LA5

Friday 26th November

LA7 & LA8

Friday 3rd December

LA1

Friday 10th December

LA9 and LA10 Wednesday15th December

The Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath is circular, representing God's infinite love, and is usually made of evergreen
leaves, which "represent the hope of eternal life brought by Jesus Christ". Many Advent wreaths also
have a white candle in the centre to symbolize the arrival of Christmastide, sometimes known as the
"Christ candle."
The first candle is known as the Prophets’ Candle. The prophets were people who spoke God’s word to
people years before Jesus was born. They told people that Jesus would come and show they should
prepare and get ready for him.

Family Activities to prepare for the Christmas Season

Prepare your house for the feast of Christmas by tidying
up and preparing a “Christ” corner somewhere. If you
do not have your own Christmas crib set, you may like to
make your own figures for a Christmas scene. Wait until
Christmas Day to place the figure of the baby Jesus in
the manger

Design a card for your family or friends, consider
including a written message that tells them why they are
so special to you.

Re-tell the story of Jesus’ birth
using figures of the Christmas crib.

Have an adult light a candle. Choose some prayers to
say together as a family or read bible stories/scripture
passages.

Create a star, using a variety of materials. Hang it from
the Christmas tree.
Create a nativity scene at home or visit the Christmas
crib in our parish Church.

Celebrate a family meal together. Parents tell children
of Christmases long past – of the waiting and
excitement.

Create an advent symbol eg; wreath or calendar. Set
aside a prayer time during Advent to actively wait for and
welcome the presence of Jesus into your life.

Reaching out to others in our community who are in need
of help.

Spend time reflecting on Christmas customs in your
family.

Ms Dot Mash
RE Leader

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 2021
Hi Families,
This year we have made the decision to share and celebrate our Christmas Carols with you to
enjoy from the comfort of your own homes. A link will be sent out to families in Week 11 which
will showcase a variety of carols performed by all year levels as well as some Italian items and
Visual Art creations.
All classes will have their performances filmed/recorded during Performing Arts lessons in Week
9. We are encouraging students to bring a 'splash of Christmas' to wear on the day of recording (a hat, tinsel, a
Christmas t-shirt etc) but not an entire Christmas outfit. Just a splash! Please remember to bring something in to
wear next week to make our performance even more colourful, bright and a true celebration of Christmas.
The students have already begun rehearsing and sound amazing! Looking forward to celebrating this special time
of year with you all soon!
Ms Beltrame
Performing Arts Teacher

Saints Club News

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal

Our local St Vincent de Paul Conference is asking for food donations to help the needy families
with our local community.
The Saints Club will meet next week to coordinate this appeal.

Thank you for your continued generosity and putting into action
our Mercy Value of Compassion!
Please send in your donations with your child by Friday 10th December
Food items needed:
Tinned Fruit, Jam, Vegemite, Peanut Butter,
Rice, Sweet Biscuits, Dry Biscuits, Juices

