
WEEK 9 TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 23rd March 2022 
Dear Families, 

Last Sunday was the Third Sunday of Lent and in Luke’s Gospel the theme was one of repentance. Jesus told the parable of 
the fig tree to illustrate to us that we must not condemn immediately. Like the man gave the fig tree a chance to change and 
produce fruit, we are challenged to give others, and things that we may not fully understand, a chance. As St Paul said in the 
2nd reading when he wrote to the Corinthians, “if we are Christians, we must live as Christians, and be aware of the need to 
watch our lives and the direction they are taking”. 

March is the month of kindness. With what is happening around the world, it is a great time to reflect on how we treat others. It 
has been wonderful seeing the older students looking after the younger ones this week and the younger students looking after 
each other. Leadership is required in all walks of life including at school, at work, in families and in the wider community. 
Everyone can be a school leader no matter of our age, and one way to do this is to show kindness. 

This Friday we will be celebrating Harmony Day at St Mark’s. We will be led in a beautiful assembly by the Student Action 
Team. We will acknowledge, give thanks, and celebrate all the different cultures that make up our wonderful community. 
Please encourage your children to wear their cultural colours or orange on Friday. 

St Mark’s is a great community and over the past two years we haven’t been able to gather together as much as we had 
hoped but 2022 is a new year and we would love you to join the Kids Matter Action team Meeting on Friday at 9:30am. 
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81915361725 

We continue to implement their COVID Safe Plan and safety measures as per the Catholic Education Commission Victoria 
school operations guide.   
Please ensure you 

 Keep your child home if they are not well and do a Rapid test. 

 If you enter the school to visit the office, please ensure you wear a mask when you enter the building. 

 A mask is required outside for adults, when picking and dropping off your children 

 If you are coming into the school, you will be required to check in via our QR code, located at the office. 

St Mark’s Chickens Care Over the Holidays – We require assistance with looking after our chickens over the coming 

holidays please. Ideally we need families who could take on the task for a week at a time. The chickens will need someone to 
come in every couple of days to ensure they have plenty of food and water. If you would like to help out, please leave your 
name at the office and I will be in touch to explain the procedure. Thank you. 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) Surveys  – All families are invited to participate in the ECSI survey which 

will assist us in better understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice here at St Mark’s Catholic 
Parish Primary School, Fawkner. 

The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) to design 
a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of understanding our current Catholic identity and 
where the school community might like to see it in the future. 
This survey is a key element in this process and I request the participation of all families. Parents will be asked to complete 
the survey online; it may take you up to an hour to do so. 5/6 Students and all Staff will also complete the survey. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your anticipated participation. Please contact the school if you require 
assistance with accessing the survey. 

St Mark’s Enrolment Tours for 2023 Prep Students  – This year I will be offering small group School Tours in March 

for families wishing to enrol their children at St Mark’s for Prep 2023. Please tell your family, friends and neighbours to contact 
the Office on 8335 4100 to arrange an Enrolment Tour. Enrolment Applications for Prep 2023 close on April 30th, 2022. 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81915361725


 

Prep 2023 Tour Dates & Times 

DATE TOUR #1 TOUR #2 

Monday 28 March  9.00am 10.00am 

Thursday 31March  9.00am 10.00am 

 

Rapid Antigen Testing – The fourth box of rapid antigen tests will be distributed to families soon and more RAT’s will be 

distributed in coming weeks. 

The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early childhood education 
and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week, while students and staff at specialist 
schools are recommended to test five days a week. Families are requested to administer the tests on Mondays and 
Thursdays each week. Suggested dates are listed below. 

RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure our schools are 
as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly encouraged. 

Several changes to the COVIDSafe settings in place in Victoria were also announced. From 6 pm on Friday 18 February, QR 
code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools. 

Families are strongly encouraged to administer the Rapid Antigen Test before school on the following days:  

·       Thursday 24th March 

·       Monday 28th March 

·       Thursday 31st March 

·       Monday 4th April 

·       Thursday 7th April 

End of term dismissal 
Just a reminder that Term 1 ends on Friday 8th April. Children will be dismissed at 1:30pm. Term two will commence on Tuesday 
26th. April. 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

23rd March Diyenka 9  25th March  Christina 4 

25th March Georgios 4  26th March  Zaneek 4 

27th March Luca 8  29th March  Onille 8 

 

God Bless, 
Alison Dean, Acting Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

  



 

  

TERM 1, 2022 

MARCH 

Friday 25th Harmony Day – students to wear orange 

APRIL 

Monday 4th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Hosted by LA1 & LA8 

Thursday 7th 9.00am Holy Week Liturgy – Holy Thursday –   Hosted by LA9 & LA10 

Friday 8th 10.00am 
Holy Week Liturgy – Good Friday –   Hosted by LA4 & LA5 + Students of the 
Week & Birthdays & Farewell to Donna Salera 

Friday 8th 1.30pm Students Dismissed - End of Term 1 

Sunday 10th Palm Sunday 

Thursday 14th Holy Thursday 

Friday 15th Good Friday 

Sunday 17th Easter Sunday 

Monday 18th Easter Monday 

Monday 25th 5.45am Students singing the National Anthem at the Fawkner RSL Dawn Service 

Tuesday 26th 8.45am Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 26th 2.30pm St Mark’s ANZAC Day Service 

Friday 29th 9.00am Easter Sunday Liturgy – LA7 

Saturday 30th Prep 2023 Enrolments Close 

MAY 

Monday 2nd  Students to be wearing Winter Uniform by today 

Tuesday 3rd 7.00pm Confirmation Family Information Night 

Thursday 5th School Photo Day – Winter Uniform 

Wednesday 11th 6.00pm School Advisory Council Meeting 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Ben - for showing courage during class discussions. You have been doing a fabulous job at putting your 
hand and sharing your ideas with the class especially with the sounds you hear in words. Well done 
superstar!  

LA4 Adya - for being brave enough to share your amazing ideas and thoughts about the story Wilfred Gordon 
McDoanld Partridge. 

LA5 Savannah - for showing collaboration and respect. It is amazing to see the way you help others in the 
classroom and always treat people with kindness. Keep up the great effort! 

LA7 Schollie - for demonstrating curiosity as a learner. It was great to see you being an enthusiastic contributor 
in group discussions during the Student Environmental Leadership Program. You continue to be a 
fantastic role model as a Yr 6 Leader. Well done! 

LA8 Dom - for being such a courageous learner. You always give learning tasks your best shot even if you’re 
not 100% sure, especially in writing. Your attitude towards learning is inspirational and your contribution to 
our class is valuable.  

LA9 Amelia, you’ve displayed curiosity in your desire to practise solving maths problems, such as complements 
to 1,000, particularly during your own time. You’ve also applied great persistence towards successfully 
learning your weekly spelling lists. What a fantastic attitude! 

LA10 Rica - for being reflective during Reading by making deep connections after listening to a story. Well done 
on describing your connections in great detail. Keep up the great work! 

Italian LA 4 and LA 5 - for always showing a  riflettere attitude and being positive for learning italiano. 

 

  



  



 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

4th Sunday of Lent 
This Sunday we celebrate the fourth Sunday of Lent. In the Gospel we read a parable told by Jesus, 
which is about the Prodigal Son (The Forgiving Father). We are told about how the father forgives his 
son when he returns and welcomes him home. The moral of the story is that, no matter 
what we’ve done, God will forgive us if we’re willing to be humble and own up to our 
mistakes.  

Gospel Reading   Lk: 15:1-3. 11-24 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

There was once a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to him: Father, give me my share of the property now.  So 
the man divided his property between his two sons.  After a few days the younger son sold part of the property and left home 
with the money.  He went to a country far away, where he wasted his money on reckless living.  He spent everything he 
had.  Then a severe famine spread over the country, and he was left without a thing.  So he went to work for one of the 
farmers, who sent him out to his farm to take care of his pigs. He wished he could fill himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, 
but no one gave him anything to eat.  At last he came to his senses. All my father’s hired workers have more than they can 
eat, and here I am about to starve! I will get up and go to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against God and against 
you.  I am no longer fit to be called your Son, treat me as one of your hired workers.” So he got up and started back to his 
father. 

He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his heart was filled with pity, and he ran, 
threw his arms around his son, and kissed him.  The son said, “Father, I have sinned against God and 
against you.  I am no longer fit to be called your son.  But the father called his servants.  Hurry! Bring the 
best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet.  Then go and get the prize 
calf and kill it, and let us celebrate with a feast! For this son of mine was dead, but now he is alive; he 
was lost, but now he has been found. And so the feasting began. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

Rosalie, is a former child soldier from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rosalie is a now a business 
owner, a community leader and a role model for other ex-combatants seeking to readjust to civilian life. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help women like Rosalie to succeed in the 
future, providing hope For All Future Generations. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future 
Generations. 

Saints Club News 
The Saints Club have come up with the following ideas to support the needy in our local community and Project Compassion. 

Clothing Collection 

Do you have any clothes that you have outgrown or no longer need? If so, send along your 
donations in a bag or box to school by Wednesday April 6th. Please make sure that all 
clothing is clean and in good condition. 

  



 

Fundraising for Project Compassion  

The Saints Club have come up with the following activities for this year's fundraiser for Project 
Compassion. Let’s make a difference to those in need!  Please see the information below:  

Wed 30th March to Wed 6th April  

Guess the Number of Easter Eggs in a Jar     

(50c a guess or $1 for 3 guesses) 
 

 

Wed 30th March to Wed 6th April  

Easter Colouring Competition 

Prizes for one winner in 
Prep, Yr 1/2, Yr 3/4, Yr 5/6 

$1 to enter  

 

Friday 1st April 

(After School Assembly) 

Crazy Easter Hat/Easter Bonnet Parade  
 

(Gold Coin Donation)  
 

 

 

Winners for both the Colouring Competitions and Guess the Number of Easter Eggs will be announced before the end of this 
term 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 

Wellbeing News  
This week is Harmony Day. On Friday the 25th of March St Mark’s will be celebrating the diverse cultures present 
in our schools. Students are encouraged to come dressed in their traditional dress or the colour orange.  
We will be exploring the diversity in our school through activities using the book I am Australian too by Mem Fox. 
You can watch this story at home using this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul91oNsILkc 

Thank you 
Stephanie Nightingale   

(Student Wellbeing Leader) 

stephanie.nightingale@smfawkner.catholic.edu.au.  

Harmony Day 
 

That is worth Celebrating!!! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul91oNsILkc
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LA7 & LA8 WEEKLY UPDATE  

On Friday the year 6’s had an incursion with CERES (series) and we learnt about the energy that powers our 
homes, some of the types of energy are; sound, heat, light and movement. We also learnt about fossil fuels and 
how they affect the atmosphere and our world. We also planted some bush beans and we learned how to make 
pots from newspapers. Adrian from CERES taught us about what the plants need to survive. We need to make 
sure the beans are in a sunny spot and get a little bit of water every couple of days. 

 

 

On Tuesday we met with our prep buddies so they could read us their stories ‘LA1 went walking’. They saw some 
amazing things! The preps worked really hard to write and illustrate the books all by themselves. Well done preps, 
your stories were very entertaining! 
 

On Friday it was National Day Against Bullying. The 5/6s watched a video about cyber safety and learnt about how 
to stay safe online and how to prevent and stop bullying from happening. We looked at what bullying actually is and 
talked about how we can get help if we need it. 

We have also been thinking and sparking ideas for Genius Hour. This has sparked a lot of ideas for us and we are 
really excited about starting our projects. This year we want to design bigger and better things than ever before and 
really push ourselves out of our comfort zones.  

Announcement: We are celebrating Harmony Day this Friday at school. Everyone is encouraged to wear orange 
clothes or clothing from your culture. We don’t want anyone to feel ashamed or embarrassed to wear their 
traditional clothes because it is what makes you unique. Everyone at St Mark’s has respect for different cultures, it 
is what makes our school so great.  

By Schollie and Manmeet  

  



 
OFFICE NEWS 

STUDENT ABSENTEES 

Just a reminder that if your child is away from school it 

is a legal requirement to notify the school of their 

absence. This can be done via skoolbag app, seesaw, 

phoning the office or by sending the classroom teacher 

an email. If we do not receive notification we will be notifying you via SMS message. 

 

 
  



 
  



  



 

 

  



 


