
WEEK 9 TERM 2 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 22nd June 2022 
 

Dear Families, 

This week is Migrant & Refugee Week and the Refugee Council of Australia has chosen the theme ‘Healing’ for 2022. 
Monday June 20th was World Refugee Day, a day the world commemorates the strength, courage, and perseverance of 
millions of refugees. Held every year, World Refugee Day also marks a key moment for the public to show support for families 
forced to flee their homeland. 
In Australia, it is the responsibility of our Government, and each one of us to ensure people forced to flee from their homes 
can live with dignity and with hope. A ‘Refugee’ is a person; boy, girl, woman or man. Not a label, but a human being with a 
beating heart just like you and me. Today there are more refugees than ever, and as a community of Mercy we stand together 
with refugees and continue to open our arms in hospitality to those who come to us to seek refuge. We pray that the leaders 
of our country have the courage and the compassion to respect the rights of all people and embrace all who seek refuge in 
our land. 

Prayer for Refugees 
Dear God, 

We pray for the many families who  
escaped from their own countries and have become refugees. 

We pray that Your Spirit continues to watch over them  
as they travel and try to find safe places to live. 

Help us to welcome people who  
must escape from their own countries. 

Open our hearts to the refugees in Australia  
and fill their hearts with the hope,  

that one day they can go back home to the land they love,  
or come to love Australia as their home. 

Amen 

We had a beautiful celebration on Sunday when 7 of our students received the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist. I would like to 
congratulate the families of these 1st Communicants who have done such a great job in nurturing, guiding and supporting the 
children in their faith formation. Thank you to our school staff members who have done so much to support the children over 
the years. Particular thanks to our Parish Priest, Fr Colin Xavier, our Religious Education Leader, Ms Dorothy Mash, our Yr3/4 
Teachers Ms Kyla Lancaster and Mrs Maria Barbanera and our 3/4 Learning Support Officers Mrs Angela Azzato and Mrs 
Carol Skouris for their leadership and guidance. 

  



 

This week we are hosting our Student Led Learning Conferences where students are sharing their Semester One learning 
journey with their family; their successes, strengths and challenges. These conferences allow our students to reflect on their 
learning and set goals for future learning. Our teachers have also commented on how lovely it is to be reconnecting with 
families after two years of remote meetings. 

If you were unable to attend an appointment, I urge you to please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a suitable time. Also, 
Semester One student reports went home last Friday. These reports outlined student achievement and progress in all areas 
of the curriculum. It was lovely to read about all the great learning and progress that has occurred in Semester One. 

Thank you to everyone in the St Mark’s community for a productive term of learning. It has been a jam packed 9 weeks full of 
opportunities for everyone. We have participated in Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, the Mother’s Day Morning Tea, Stall and 
Assembly, our Cross Country Carnival, Student Led Learning Conferences, Inter School Sport, excursions, incursions the list 
goes on. We are truly blessed to be St Mark’s people. Our students and staff are definitely ready for a well-earned rest and I 
look forward to them returning refreshed on July 11th for another productive term. 
 
Tomorrow, Thursday 23rd of June is the final day of Term 2 for students. Students will be dismissed at 3.30pm. 
Assembly will be held at 10.30am. At this Assembly we will present Learners of the Week and birthdays and we will 
farewell Ms Maria Rizza and Mrs Di Manthos who are leaving St Mark’s. All are welcome to attend the Assembly. 

St Mark’s Family Disco – Our Family Disco is on tomorrow, 6-7.30pm in our Hall. This will be a fun filled night for all the 
family to come along and dance the night away. There will be music to suit everyone’s taste, no matter which era you grew up 
in! Please note, the Family Disco is a family event. All children will need to be accompanied by family member/s. Don’t forget 
to wear your crazy hair & funky hat. A reminder to bring along cash to pay for your pizza, drinks and glow sticks.  

Disco COVID & Flu Safety Measures – In order to keep everyone safe and to prevent the spread of COVID & Flu at the 
Disco a number of safety measures will be in place. It is very important that if your child/ren and/or family members are 
unwell, they do not attend the Disco. Wearing of Face Masks is highly recommended for all in attendance. 
Measures in place include: 
- Several Air Purifiers in the Hall 
- Windows open for ventilation 
- Hand sanitiser dispensers at all entrances 
- Food servers to wear face masks and gloves 
- Social Distancing 

Disco Parking on Thursday Night – Families are welcome to park in the Parish Carpark on Thursday night for the Family 
Disco. Please park in designated parking bays. Fr Colin has asked that no cars are parked in the driveway between the 
Church and the Presbytery. If you park in surrounding streets, please be mindful of our neighbours and refrain from parking 
across driveways. Thank you for your co-operation. 

  



 

Kids Matter @ St Mark’s Action Team Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser – Sincere thanks to our parents and grandparents who 
generously volunteered to run our Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser last Saturday at Bunnings Coburg. The event was a huge 
success with many of our families coming along on a beautiful Melbourne Winter day to buy a sausage and have a chat. It 
was so lovely to see the children and their families enjoying each other’s company. Special thanks to our Kids Matter at St 
Mark’s Action Team, led by Alison Dean and Lisa Marchio, for all the hard work that went into preparing the event and running 
it on the day. I also thank the families who generously donated drinks, napkins, sauce, etc. The combined efforts of many 
people ensured the success of this event. I’m pleased to report that we raised over $2000.00, which is amazing. This total 
also includes some generous cash donations from families who were unable to assist on the day. Thank you. The money 
raised will go towards the purchase of a Play Pod storage box that will be stocked with STEM materials for the children to use 
at Lunchtime and Recess. Below is an example of a Play Pod. 

  
 
2022 School Fees & Curriculum Levies – Thank you to the families who have contacted the Office to arrange the payment 
of the 2022 Fees and Levies. Since the item in last week’s Newsletter, it has come to light that many families did not receive 
the Fee Statements that were emailed earlier in the year. Please check your SPAM Folder and if you can’t locate it, please 
contact the Office and a new one will be sent to you. 

I encourage all families to consider setting up a Direct Debit to ensure that Fees and Levies are paid on a regular basis and 
can be paid off by early Term 4. 
Families experiencing financial hardship are welcome to contact me so that we can explore confidential financial support 
arrangements. 

Staff News – Sadly this week we say goodbye to our Literacy Learning Leader Mrs Di Manthos and our Tutor Learning 
Teacher Ms Maria Rizza. We thank both Di and Maria for their contributions to St Mark’s throughout Semester 1, and for their 
long serving dedication to Catholic Education over many years. The children of St Mark’s, and those in many schools across 
the Archdiocese, are very fortunate to have come under the care and guidance of both Di and Maria. We will farewell and 
thank both Di and Maria at our final Assembly for T2 on Thursday at 10.30am. 

St Mark’s Family Trivia Night – As advised in recent weeks, our first St Mark’s Trivia Night in several years will be held on 
Saturday August 20th, in our School Hall. Lots of planning is going on behind the scenes to ensure this will be a great night for 
the adults of our community. 
As this is one of our major fundraisers for the year I encourage all parents and friends to come along and enjoy a night of fun 
and games while getting to know others within our community. More details follow in this Newsletter and will be provided 
closer to the event. 

Holiday Program @ St Mark’s – Youth Leadership Victoria has advised that they will be offering a Holiday Program at St 
Mark’s, commencing these coming holidays. The program will be open from 7.00am-6.00pm each day. For all details visit – 
www.ylv.com.au   

Catholic Secondary College Enrolments – local Catholic Secondary Colleges take Year 7 enrolments during a student’s 
Grade 5 year. I encourage families of current Grade 4 & 5 students to contact secondary colleges that they are considering for 
their child, in order to determine enrolment requirements and cut off dates. Yr 7 2024 enrolments (current Yr 5s) close on 
Friday August 19th, 2022. 

Chicken care over the Term Holidays – Thanks to the Miller and Dent families who have volunteered to care for the 
chickens over the holidays. I’m sure the chickens will love the attention. 

  

http://www.ylv.com.au/


 

Rapid Antigen Testing – As advised, RATs will continue to be required by students who are household contacts, to attend 

school (five negative tests over a seven-day period) or who have symptoms. The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our 

school will ensure that parents have tests on hand should they need them if their child is a household contact or has 

symptoms. A new box of RATs will be sent home with all students prior to the holidays. 

Families must continue to notify the Department of Health and the school if their child returns a positive RAT result. 

Additionally, you should inform us if any of your children are household contacts. 

For the foreseeable future some restrictions will remain in place to keep us all safe. Parents are required to keep their time 
onsite for pick up to an absolute minimum and must socially distance while onsite. If unable to socially distance, please wear a 
face mask. I will continue to keep families informed over coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the 
safety of our children and each other. Thank you for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Further information on COVID-19 is available on the 
DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-
information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

2022 Sacrament Dates 
Reconciliation – Tuesday September 6th at 7.00pm 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

27th June Satyam 9  27th June  Christian 5 

4th July Rica 10  10th July  Zara 9 

Our Condolences 
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Alessia (LA4) and Chiara (LA7), and their family on the recent passing of their dear 
Great Grandmother, Maria Fragapane. Please keep Alessia and Chiara and their family in your prayers. Eternal rest grant 
unto her, O Lord. May perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 

 
God Bless, 
Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 
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TERM 2, 2022 

JUNE 

Wednesday 22nd  3.45-5.30 Student Led Learning Conferences 

Thursday 23rd CatholicCare Casual Clothes Fundraiser today – Gold Coin Donation 

Thursday 23rd  3.30pm Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

Thursday 23rd 6.00-7.30pm St Mark’s Family Disco – details to be advised 

Friday 24th  Staff Faith Development Day – No School For Students 

TERM 3, 2022 

JULY 

Monday 11th  8.45am Term 3 Commences for all Students 

Friday 15th 9.00am KM@SMAT Meeting in Family Lounge 

Friday 15th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Wednesday 20th  11.30am Gr 4's Attending Penola Catholic College Production 

Friday 22nd  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Wednesday 27th  6.00pm School Advisory Council Meeting 

Friday 29th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

AUGUST 

Monday 1st Gr 3/4 Chemical Science Incursion 

Friday 5th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Tuesday 9th  7.00pm 1st Reconciliation Family Session 

Friday 12th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Monday 15th 9.00am Feast of the Assumption – Whole School Mass - TBC 

Friday 19th  Catholic Secondary Colleges Yr7 2024 Enrolments close 

Friday 19th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Saturday 20th  7.00pm St Mark’s Trivia Night 

Monday 22nd  BOOK WEEK COMMENCES 

Friday 26th Gr6 @ Penola College Volleyball Competition 

Friday 26th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Monday 29th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) Open 

Tuesday 30th SSV Glenroy District Athletics Championships 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 2nd 7.30am Father’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 2nd 9.00am Father’s Day Assembly – LAs 4&5 

Sunday 4th HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

Tuesday 6th 1st Reconciliation Retreat Day 

Tuesday 6th  7.00pm Celebration of 1st Reconciliation at St Mark’s 

Friday 9th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 

Friday 16th Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm 

Friday 16th Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS) Close 

Friday 16th  2.45pm Assembly – Host TBA 



 

Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Preshika - for showing courage when sounding out tricky words. You used your knowledge of ‘sounds 
drums’ to help you sound out your words when book making. Well done Superstar!  

LA4 Oliver - for being a persistent learner. Congratulations on the effort you put into completing Maths tasks 
even when they are challenging. 

LA5 Aarya - for being a persistent learner. Aarya, you worked very hard on your story ‘Rabbit Trail’. You were 
able to write the story on the computer and you turned it into a beautiful book. Well done! 

LA7 Mia - for being a persistent learner. It is fantastic to see you including more detail in your narrative writing 
and trying your best to use quotation marks. Keep up the great work! 

LA8 Lara - for always being such a persistent learner. You continuously put in 100% effort into all your learning 
tasks and this is reflected in the quality of your work - especially your homework, spelling test results and 
your genius hour project. Keep it up Lara! 

LA9 Jaylarni, your respectful manner is constantly evident in your daily interactions with your teachers and 
peers by the way you speak politely, carefully listen to others, share your ideas, and enthusiastically 
discuss your learning. 

LA10 Ezalena - being courageous during Maths. Well done on trying different strategies to solve subtraction 
problems. Keep up the great work! 

Theviru - Well done on reflecting on your writing by b editing your work for spelling, punctuation and 
grammatical errors. Keep up the great work! 

  



 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This Sunday our Church celebrates the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time. In the 
Gospel, we read where Jesus talks about ploughing the field. He tells people 
that anyone who puts a hand to the plough must not loo k back. Today, the 
message is for us to live good, productive lives- to look ahead and stay focused 
on what we are doing in order to show our love for each other and to serve others the best way possible 
each day. 

Gospel Reading: Lk 9:51-62 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road for Jerusalem and sent messengers 
ahead of him. These set out, and they went into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, but the people would not 
receive him because he was making for Jerusalem. Seeing this, the disciples James and John said, ‘Lord, do you want us to 
call down fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned and rebuked them, and they went off to another village. 

As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever 
you go.’ Jesus answered, ‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.’  

Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father first.’ But he 
answered, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the 
kingdom of God.’ 

Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 
We would like to congratulate the First Eucharist candidates for preparing so well for the 
Sacrament.  Thank you to their families for working in partnership with us to prepare the children for 
this next step in their faith journey. A special thanks to Fr Colin for leading a beautiful liturgy and to 
the teachers for preparing the children so well for the Sacrament. 

First Eucharist Retreat Day  
Last Friday the Year 4 students gathered for a Retreat Day, which involved a day of prayer and reflection based on the 
Eucharist and Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

  



 

 

Saints Club News!   

CatholicCare Fundraiser   

To raise money for CatholicCare, we are having a Casual Clothes Day this Thursday 

June 23rd.     

GOLD COIN DONATION TO SUPPORT THOSE IN NEED! 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity of wishing you all  

a safe and enjoyable holiday with your families and friends. 

 

Ms Dot Mash 

RE Leader 

  



 

OFFICE NEWS 

STUDENT ABSENTEES 
Just a reminder that if your child is away from school it is a legal 
requirement to notify the school of their absence. This can be 
done via skoolbag app, seesaw, phoning the office or by 
sending the classroom teacher an email. If we do not receive 
notification we will be notifying you via SMS message. 

Any student arriving at school after 9.15am has to be signed in via the IPad in the school foyer. 

If any student’s contact details change, please notify the office eg: change of email address, home address or phone number. 

If there are changes to medication/plans for asthama/anaphylaxis/allergy please notify the office. Plans need to be updated 
every 12 months. Please ensure an original plan has been provided to the office.  

School Disco - Please ensure that the return slip and payment for the School Disco are together in an envelope. 

School Photos - 2022 
Our annual school photos have been taken and are now ready to order. 

Arthur Reed Photos uses an online ordering system where you can view your photos prior to ordering. 

On photo day all students received a flyer which includes a code unique to them. 

You will require this 2022 code to register online and view your photos.  

If you have already registered, you will receive an email or SMS from Arthur Reed Photos with a link to view your photos.  

If you have not yet registered, please go to order.arphotos.com.au and enter your code to complete your order. 

If you have misplaced your registration code, please contact the Arthur Reed Photos customer service team directly on 5243 
4390 (option 1) or customerservice@arphotos.com.au 

Please note that you will need to register online with your 2022 photo code to gain access to this year’s images. 

All photo packages will be sent directly to your nominated address, so please ensure that you enter the correct details and 
nominated shipping address upon checkout.  

If you require any assistance ordering your photos, please contact Arthur Reed Photos directly on 5243 4390 (option 1) or 
email customerservice@arphotos.com.au 

KM@SMAT Update! 

Annual School Disco - Our first family event will be held on Thursday 23 June 
2022, where we will hold our annual disco for the children. As we have done in 
past years, we will offer pizza and drinks for sale with lots of fun things for the 
children to purchase to get into the disco feel! Look out for further details in the 
coming newsletters about this family fun event!  

Trivia Night - We are excited to share that our first event that we are busily planning for is a Trivia night to be held on 
Saturday 20 August 2022. Further details to be provided closer to the date. We want to make the Trivia night a huge success, 
a reason to celebrate what has been a tricky couple of years and to really help foster some wonderful long-term connections 
with families in our lovely school community. 

Do you have a business or know someone who might like to donate something of value 
that we could use in an auction on the Trivia night? If so, please reach out to Lisa in the 
office! Examples could be (but not limited to); 

- City escape (accommodation or meal) 
- Framed memorabilia 
- Voucher for pampering 
- A coffee machine  
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St Mark’s Cafe  

For Genius Hour this term I am making a Cafe. My Cafe will be opening 

next Thursday. 

The updated open time of my Cafe is: 

Friday lunch - First Half 

 

The Drinks I will Be Selling: 

Coffee - $2.50 

Tea - $2.50 

Hot Chocolate - $2.50 

Extras 

Marshmallows - 50c 

Whipped Cream - 75c 

 

I hope to see many people at my Cafe on Thursday 

By Aranya In LA8 

 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Bread bag recycling is back again!!!!! 

St Mark’s will again be participating in this wonderful initiative where you will be able to collect bread bags and 
bread tags, place them in the correct bins located near the entry of the school office and they then will be recycled 
into new things like school play equipment.   

Bread bags and tags do not have to be limited to the Wonder brand. They can be any type of bread bag and 
tag. They just need to be clean and free from crumbs. They do not need to be washed. Please see the 
accompanying flyer in this newsletter for more information. St Mark’s will then be able to redeem new sports 
equipment for every 5kg bin filled!! 

 
 

 
  



  



  



 
  



 

  



 


