WEEK 9 TERM 3 NEWSLETTER
Wednesday 8th September 2021
Dear Families,
Welcome to Week 9 everyone. This Week is National Child Protection Week and the theme this year is ‘Every Child, in
Every Community, Needs a Fair Go! ’. Here at St Mark’s we are committed to providing a safe environment for all children and
we take active steps to protect them against neglect and abuse. Our commitment and responsibility to child safety is drawn
from the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Gospels. At the heart of this commitment is Christ’s message of love, hope, justice
and the innate dignity of each person. We implement a comprehensive range of child protection strategies, including our Child
Safety Policy, our Child Safety Code of Conduct and our ICT & Cybersafety Policy and Procedures.
You can support and empower your children with the knowledge and strategies they require to be safe in all aspects of their
life by having conversations with them about personal safety. You might like to discuss with them questions such as: What
makes you feel safe and happy at home? Who/where would you go to for support if you were not feeling safe? What actions
could we as a family take to further support children and young people, to help keep them safe? What does ‘being unsafe’
look and feel like at home, in the community, online and/or at school? What are respectful relationships and/or appropriate
behaviours? For more information and activities about National Child Protection Week visit https://www.napcan.org.au/national-child-protection-week/ See below for more tips and ideas.
Gracious God, you said ‘let the children come to me’. We ask that you strengthen and guide all in our Catholic community.
Grant us wisdom in our time to make decisions that protect children and the vulnerable. May our families and community –
through love, generosity, commitment and patience – build a strong community, safe for our children. Let your grace and love
fall gently upon our children giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience they will need for life’s journey. We ask you,
God, to help our Catholic community of St Mark’s to be resolute in creating an environment where our children both flourish
and are safe. Amen.
Tomorrow, Thursday September 9th, is R U OK? Day. It’s our national day of action when we are reminded that every day is
the day to ask, “Are you OK?” if someone in your world is struggling with life’s ups and downs. If you feel like something is not
quite the same with someone you know – there’s something going on in their life or you notice a change in what they are
saying or doing - trust that gut instinct and take the time to ask them “Are you OK?” If someone says they’re not OK, make
time to listen, encourage action and check in. That conversation could change their life.

St Mark’s Arts Show – As advised last week, our Bi-Annual Arts Show will take on a different format this year due to the
current restrictions. This year the Arts Show will be a virtual Art Show that will be filmed and shared as a YouTube Link with all
families via SeeSaw and Skoolbag. We plan to share the YouTube link towards the end of Week 10 and encourage all
families to access the link and enjoy the show.
2022 School Fees – Recently I communicated with the St Mark’s School Advisory Council to discuss the 2022 School Fees. I
can advise that School Fees will not increase next year. In 2022 the cost of sending one child to St Mark’s will be $1,300.00
and the Family Fee for two or more children will be $1,500.00. St Mark’s Fees are amongst the cheapest of the Catholic
Schools in the local area and we will continue to strive to provide an excellent education at an affordable price to the children
and families of St Mark’s.

Families will be advised of the cost of the 2022 Curriculum Levy in Term 4. There will be a slight increase on the 2021
Curriculum Levy. As always, families are able to utilise a variety of payment options for 2022 designed to minimise financial
pressure on families.
Our School Development Fund will remain at $150.00 per family in 2022. This fund goes towards playground and facility
improvements and servicing of loans taken by the school as our contribution to the recent Building Program. I’m sure you will
agree that this is a small amount to contribute to enable the continued development of wonderful facilities for our children.
Chicken care over the Term Holidays – We require assistance with looking after our chickens over the coming holidays
please. Ideally we need families who could take on the task for a week at a time. The chickens will need someone to come in
every couple of days to ensure they have plenty of food and water. If you would like to help out, please contact the office on
8335 4100 and will be in touch to explain the procedure. Thank you.
I encourage everyone to remain vigilant and to follow the Government and DHS guidelines we currently have in place. I am
aware that there have been a number of exposure sites in the Fawkner area, and surrounding suburbs in recent days. A full
list of exposure sites and requirements can be found at - https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites It’s so important
that we all do the right thing to keep each other safe and to enable the return to onsite learning as soon as possible.
Intentions for 2022 – It’s hard to believe that we are currently in the process of preparing our class structures for 2022. To
assist, we need to know if any students (other than Gr 6’s) will be leaving St Mark’s at the end of 2021. If your child will not be
returning to St Mark’s in 2022 can you please inform me in writing as soon as possible.
Update on New COVID Restrictions - All staff and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask while onsite, unless
there is an exemption. If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must sign in using our QR
Code, wear your face mask and continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite at drop off and
pick up time, and also continue to sign in and out using our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings. When onsite
learning returns, Drop Off & Pick Up arrangements will remain unchanged, with all students being dismissed at 3.30pm.
Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support.
As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of
the community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results.
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is
available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents
Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe.

2021 Sacrament Dates
First Eucharist –Grade 4’s – To be advised
Confirmation – Thursday October 14th at 7.00pm

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday.

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday.
Date

Name

LA

11th September

Violet

4

12th September

Scarlett

1

Date
14th September Zaylee

Name

LA
9

Learners Of The Week
Learning
Area

Name

Prep

Elizabeth - for showing persistence during Remote learning. You have done a great job at completing the
learning tasks. Well done!
Katherine - for being persistent when completing Remote Learning tasks. You are showing great
determination and you should be very proud. Well done!

LA4

Najet - for being a persistent and courageous learner. It has been fantastic to see the enthusiasm and
commitment you show towards your learning and during our Google Meets. Keep up the great work!

LA5

Drishti - for being a persistent and respectful learner. You always put 100 percent into your learning and
listen respectfully during each Google Meet. Keep up the amazing work!

LA7

Hanny - for being a reflective learner. It is fantastic to see you taking on the feedback and advice given to
you to help you manage your learning and submit many of the week’s learning tasks. Keep up the great
work!

LA8

Chiara - for being a curious learner and finding out lots of information on the production of palm oil. Good
work!

LA9

Lucas - for being courageous and attempting all tasks provided each week no matter how challenging they
seem. You bravely share your learning with the whole class even when learning about a new or unfamiliar
concept. It’s always a pleasure hearing you discuss your thinking.

LA10

Penitito - for being a reflective learner during Remote Learning. I am proud of how well you are
participating during Meets. You should be commended in the way that you try to answer questions during
discussions. You made some excellent inferences about the cartoons we shared.

ITALIAN

Satyam, LA4 - for being CURIOUS and COURAGEOUS even when working remotely from home. I have
loved the consistent dedication to completing the online lessons, and also the quality of the responses
submitted. Bravo!
Sadhana, LA9 - for demonstrating RESILIENCE and RESPECT. I have been impressed by the specific
and careful attention to detail, evident in each Seesaw response for the subject of Italian. Brava!
Lara, LA9 - for the disposition of PERSISTENT. I have been pleased with the tenacity and creativity
displayed in the Seesaw video responses for Italian as these have shown great growth in learning and
understanding. Brava!

God Bless,

Peter Wilson, Principal
‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety,
wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’

TERM 3, 2021
SEPTEMBER
9th

Thursday
Friday 10th
Wednesday 15th
– Friday 17th
Friday 17th

3.30-6.30pm
2.45pm

St Mark’s Art Show – To Be Confirmed
Assembly hosted by Drumbeat Program - CANCELLED

Gr 5/6 Camp - Virtual camp - Details to be advised
Final day for students – students dismissed at 3.30pm

TERM 4, 2021
OCTOBER
4th

Monday
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Wednesday 13th
Wednesday 13th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th
Wednesday 20th
Wednesday 27th
Friday 29th
Monday 1st
Tuesday 2nd
Wednesday 3rd
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 11th
Thursday 11th
Thursday 11th
Thursday 18th
Thursday 25th
Sunday 28th

8.45am
Term 4 Commences
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #1
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Opens
Confirmation Retreat Day
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #2
7.00pm
Celebration of Confirmation @ St Mark’s
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd School Improvement Surveys Close
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #3
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #4
Day For Daniel
NOVEMBER
School Closure Day – Report Writing
Melbourne Cup Day
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #5
2.00pm
Steps 2 Prep Session #6
Remembrance Day
10.40am
St Mark’s Remembrance Day Service – Details to be advised
7.00pm
Mercy College Transition Evening
9.15am
2021 Preps Orientation Session #1
9.15am
2021 Preps Orientation Session #2
st
1 Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER

2nd

Thursday
Friday 3rd
Sunday 5th
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Tuesday 7th
Tuesday 7th
Friday 10th
Sunday 12th
Monday 13th
Tuesday 14th
Tuesday 14th
Wednesday 15th
Wednesday 15th
Wednesday 15th
Sunday 19th

6.00pm
Christmas Carols & Family Picnic – TO BE CONFIRMED
Penola Catholic College Orientation Day
2nd Sunday of Advent
Parade College Orientation Day
Academy of Mary Immaculate Yr7 2022 Orientation Day
Government Secondary Colleges Orientation Day
Simonds College 2022 Yr7 Orientation Day
Semester 2 Reports go home today
3rd Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Step Up 2022 Classes Orientation Session
Yr6 End of Year Excursion
6.00pm
Graduation Mass & Celebration
9.00am
End of Year Mass – Details to be advised
11.50am
Yr6 Farewell Assembly – Details to be advised
Final Day of Semester 2 - Students Dismissed @ 1.30pm
4th Sunday of Advent

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In this week’s Gospel reading, we read about a time when Jesus travelled with his
disciples to different villages. When meeting with the disciples and other people he
said, “Whoever wants to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me”
The message for us today is to follow Jesus by taking time to pray, make good choices, help others when they require it and
seek support for ourselves when we need it. In these difficult times during the current pandemic, we ask the Holy Spirit to
guide us as we are faced with challenges within our families, local and global communities.

Gospel- Mk 8:27-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do
people say I am?’ And they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others again, one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’
he asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he gave them strict orders not to
tell anyone about him.
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief
priests and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this quite openly. Then,
taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to
him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’
He called the people and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine,
let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save
his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will
save it.’
The Gospel of the Lord
Sacrament of Confirmation
We are pleased to advise that The Sacrament of Confirmation has been scheduled to take place on
Thursday 14th October at 7.00 p.m in St Mark’s Church, and will be celebrated by Bishop Terry Curtin.
Our Yr 6s will be participating in a Retreat Day on Wednesday 13th October.

Ms Dot Mash
RE Leader

Wellbeing News
Next week is National Child Protection week from 5-11th of September. During this week the
students will be exploring ways to keep themselves safe and about what makes a supportive
community. This years Theme is

Every child in every community needs a fair go!
The 2021 theme for National
Child Protection Week is all
about the importance of the
‘bigger picture’ in addressing
child abuse and neglect.
Children can thrive and be
healthy when they have what
they need to develop well. But not every family has these resources. This is why we need to
support every child, family and community according to their needs.
Webinar opportunities for parents
Various webinars can be found on the website: https://www.napcan.org.au/
Two particular webinars you might be interested in are:
For Parents: eSafety’s guide to online sexual harassment and image-based abuse
https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-webinars-2021/
And
COVID-19 has impacted our children and young people's mental health - what can we do to
help?
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4952166703574891534

OFFICE NEWS
Please note the school phone number is now 8335 4100. Please update your records with this number.

LOST & FOUND
There are two puffer jackets that have been handed in to the office. There are no names on them, one is
black and one is blue. Please contact the office if they belong to you.

SCHOOL FEES
Just a gentle reminder that payment of school fees was due on the 6th August 2021. If you are experiencing any financial
hardship please contact Mr. Peter Wilson to discuss.

Looking for something to
do over the holidays?
Your local library has you
covered!
Check what’s on and
where, then drop in to
your local Moreland City
Library and pick up a
craft pack. You can also
reserve the newest books,
graphic novels and DVD’s
from home, and collect
them when you come
past. 📚
😊 Hope to see you soon
at Brunswick, Brunswick
West, Coburg, Fawkner or
Glenroy 😊

https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/exploring-moreland/libraries/children/school-holidays/

Our philosophy is simple, junior cricket is all about:
 Creating a positive & encouraging environment
 Players learn and develop their cricket skills
 Place sportsmanship above winning
 Enjoying the game of cricket




Woolworths Junior Blast: Ages 5 – 7
Junior Sides: Under 10, U12, U14 & U16’s

East Coburg Cricket Club Junior & Blast Registrations

ECCC Junior Coordinator: Frank Rechichi
Mobile:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:

0401 140 256
eastcoburgcricketclub@gmail.com
East Coburg Cricket Club
East Coburg Cricket Club

