
WEEK 9 TERM 4 NEWSLETTER 

Wednesday 1st December 2021 
Dear Families, 

Welcome to Week 9 everyone. We had a beautiful celebration last Wednesday when 14 of our Gr4 students received the 
Sacrament of 1st Eucharist. I would like to congratulate the families of these 1st Communicants who have done such a great 
job in nurturing, guiding and supporting the children in their faith formation. Thank you to our school staff members who have 
done so much to support the children over the years. Particular thanks to our Parish Priest, Fr Colin Xavier, our Religious 
Education Leader, Ms Dorothy Mash and our Yr3/4 Teachers Ms Kyla Lancaster and Mrs Maria Barbanera for their leadership 
and guidance. 

 

Last Sunday was the beginning of the liturgical season of Advent. Our students marked this with a lovely Advent Liturgy on 
Friday which was led by our LA4 & 5 students. During the four weeks of Advent, we wait in joyful anticipation for the birth of 
Christ at Christmas. Amid the busyness of Christmas preparations we are challenged to consciously observe the holiness of 
the season in our everyday lives. I invite all of our community to access our Advent Liturgies each Friday as our students lead 
us as we await the birth of Jesus at Christmas. 

Prep Orientations – Over the past weeks we have welcomed our 2022 Preps and their families to St Mark’s in a number of 
ways. The children have been coming in to get to know each other and to familiarise themselves with the school and the staff. 
The parents had an onsite session last week and tonight all families will attend a Zoom Meeting to learn all about St Mark’s. It 
has been a joy to meet the children and to see their happy, smiling faces. We look forward to a wonderful partnership with our 
new Preps and their families. 
  



 
Semester 2 Student Reports & 2022 Student Assessments – Student Reports will go home to all families on Friday 
December 10th. These reports will provide you with a snapshot of your child, their achievements throughout Semester 2 and 
the many qualities that assist them in their learning. Congratulations to our students on their wonderful achievements 
throughout a very challenging 2021 and many thanks to our dedicated teachers who have worked so hard in recent weeks to 
produce the reports. Included in the Report Package will be all details for the Assessment process at the beginning of the 
2022 school year. 

Commencement of 2022 School Year 

Friday 28.01.22 Staff resume – Office closed, no students 

Monday 31.01.22 Office re-opens at 8.30am 
Day 1 of Gr1-Gr6 Student Assessments – details will be sent home in Report 
Packages 

Tuesday 1.02.22 Day 2 of Gr1-Gr6 Student Assessments – details will be sent home in Report 
Packages 

8.45am - Prep students commence 
11.00am - Prep students dismissed 

Wednesday 2.02.22 8.45am – All Prep-Gr6 students commence 

Prep students dismissed at 1.30pm this week (no school for Preps on Wednesday 
22nd) 

Tuesday 8.02.22 All students Prep-Gr6 dismissed at 12:00pm for Getting To Know You Meetings 

 
Student Leadership at St Mark’s - Our Gr5 students are currently preparing to take over as the formal student leaders of St 
Mark’s in 2022. As part of this process several of the students have submitted applications to be School Captain. I look forward 
to reading their applications and their vision as student leaders. Staff will be voting this week and our 2022 Captains and Vice 
Captains will be announced at Assembly on Friday December 3rd. They will be formally inducted at the Candle Ceremony on 
Wednesday December 8th. 

2021 Mercy Spirit Award – We have received many nominations for this year’s Mercy Spirit Award and it has been lovely to 
read how our students live the Mercy Values of Compassion, Justice, Respect, Hospitality, Service and Courage in their day to 
day lives. I will advise in next week’s Newsletter when the award will be presented this year. The recipient will also receive a 
gift voucher. 

Chicken care over the Summer Holidays – We require assistance with looking after our chickens over the coming summer 
holidays please. Ideally we need families who could take on the task for a week at a time. The chickens will need someone to 
come in every couple of days to ensure they have plenty of food and water. If you would like to help out, please leave your 
name at the office and I will be in touch to explain the procedure. Thank you. 

Please keep our Gr6 students in your thoughts and prayers as they attend their High School Orientation Days over the coming 
weeks. This can be an anxious time for young people, but I have full faith that our students have been very well prepared by 
their families and teachers for their transition to high school in 2022. 

2022 School Fees & Curriculum Levies – Families with outstanding 2021 School Fees and Curriculm Levies are asked to 
finalise payments as soon as possible please. Please contact the Office to finalise payment. 

Update on the wearing of Face Masks - All staff, Gr3-6 students and visitors to St Mark's are required to wear a face mask 
while onsite, unless there is an exemption. Parents of Gr3-6 students are required to provide labelled face mask/s for 
their own child/ren. It is recommended that parents provide a number of labelled face masks so that children have 
spares if required throughout the day. 

There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a 
face mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or a mental health condition. Please provide documentation from a 
medical practitioner if your child is exempt from wearing a face mask. A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. 
Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 
The Chief Health Officer also recommends that Prep-Gr2 students wear a mask. Parents of Prep-Gr2 students please contact 
your child’s teacher if you would like them to wear a face mask while at school. 

  



 

Important Changes to Quarantine Requirements When a Child is a Contact at School 

The Victorian Government has announced important changes to the management of COVID-19 cases and close contacts in 
schools, and other settings, as we reach the 90% double dose milestone for eligible people in the coming days.  
This means that students who are exposed persons (previously identified as close contacts in education settings) from an 
exposure at school, no longer have to quarantine for between 7 and 14 days. They can instead return immediately to school 
after providing evidence of a negative result from a standard PCR test to our school. 

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that close contacts in significant school outbreaks are 
still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, students will be notified directly of any additional quarantine 
arrangements. 
If your child becomes an ‘exposed person’ while at school, you will be able to send your child back to school if you follow 
these steps: 

 your child isn’t a household contact and is instead in quarantine due to a COVID-19 exposure at a school setting 

 your child must get a standard test at your local COVID-19 testing site. If the PCR test is negative, please provide the 
results to our school; your child can then return to school  

 your child will be strongly recommended to take a rapid antigen test at home on days each school weekday morning 
until you run out of tests. These testing kits will be available from testing centres from Monday 22 November.  

Rapid antigen tests are strongly recommended for those students who have returned a negative PCR result and are able to 
return to school. They are a great tool for families to use to keep our school safe and ensure that positive cases are identified 
at the earliest possible time. You will get a pack of five tests and you should use them each day before your child attends 
school until you run out.  

Families should also use a rapid antigen test whenever their child is visiting a high-risk location or setting during this period. 
This includes visiting elderly or immunocompromised relatives or friends. Thank you for supporting this important approach, 
which will help keep our school safe and reduce the disruption to the entire school community.  

SunSmart at St Mark’s - In accordance with our SunSmart Policy at St Mark’s, a reminder that school hats are to be worn by 
all students for all outside activities in Term 4. Students can choose to wear either the School Legionnaire’s Hat or the Bucket 
Hat. Hats are available for purchase from PSW – 2/283 Rex Rd, Campbellfield, 9303 7845 or www.psw.com.au. Please 
ensure hats are labelled with your child’s name. Grade 5/6 students will be permitted to wear their special Camp Cap for 
the remainder of the year. 

Hats For Sale – There are a limited number of School Bucket Hats available for sale at the Office for $13.00. 
Summer Uniform – All students are to wear Summer Uniform in Term 4. Uniforms are available for purchase from PSW – 
2/283 Rex Rd, Campbellfield, 9303 7845 or www.psw.com.au. Please ensure you label all items of clothing with your child’s 
name. 

For the foreseeable future many restrictions will remain in place at St Mark’s. I will continue to keep families informed over 
coming weeks so that we can continue to work together to ensure the safety of our children and each other. Thank you for 
your continued patience, understanding and support. 

I encourage everyone to remain vigilant and to follow the Government and DHS guidelines we currently have in place. It’s so 
important that we all do the right thing to keep each other safe. 

If for any reason you need to enter a school building while onsite, you must sign in using our QR Code, wear your face 
mask and continue to socially distance. We ask that parents minimise their time onsite and continue to sign in and out using 
our Passtab if there is a need to enter school buildings. 

Should you have any concerns relating to school operations, or the health and safety of students, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support. 

As a community we continue to follow all the procedures and protocols of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). Advice from the DHHS is that if a student or member of 
the community is unwell for any reason, they should get tested and then remain at home until they receive their results. 
Please do not leave your house for any reason until you receive your results. Further information on COVID-19 is 
available on the DHHS Website - www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus and the CECV Website - 
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents 

Thank you for your support in keeping our school community safe. 

  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19
http://www.psw.com.au/
http://www.psw.com.au/
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents


 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following people who are celebrating their Birthday. 

Date Name LA Date Name LA 

5th December Joseph 7     

 

God Bless, 

Peter Wilson, Principal 

‘The St Mark’s Catholic Primary School, Fawkner Community promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.’ 

St Mark’s Catholic Primary School respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who are the Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which we live, learn, work and play. We pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

  

TERM 4, 2021 

DECEMBER 

Wednesday 1st  7.00pm Prep 2022 Parent Information #2 Zoom Meeting 

Friday 3rd 2nd Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA7 & LA8 

Friday 3rd  Penola Catholic College Orientation Day 

Sunday 5th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday 6th  Parade College Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th  Academy of Mary Immaculate Yr7 2022 Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th Government Secondary Colleges Orientation Day 

Tuesday 7th Simonds College 2022 Yr7 Orientation Day 

Thursday 9th Yr6 End of Year Excursion 

Friday 10th 3rd Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA1 

Friday 10th  Semester 2 Reports go home today 

Sunday 12th  3rd Sunday of Advent 

Monday 13th 9.15am Step Up 2022 Classes Orientation Session 

Tuesday 14th 6.00pm Graduation Mass & Celebration 

Wednesday 15th 4th Sunday of Advent Liturgy – LA9 & LA10 

Wednesday 15th 12.00pm Yr6 Farewell Assembly – Details to be advised 

Wednesday 15th Final Day of Semester 2 - Students Dismissed @ 1.30pm 

Sunday 19th 4th Sunday of Advent 



 
Learners Of The Week 

Learning 
Area 

Name 

Prep Katherine - for showing the disposition of courage when reading with expression. You did a fantastic job 
at reading your story and you should be very proud.  

LA4 Luniva - for being a persistent learner during Bookmaking. The non fiction book you wrote was fantastic! 
Keep up the great work.  

LA5 Sienna - for being a reflective writer when adding adjectives to your narratives. Well done! 

LA7 Zain - for showing persistence when writing different types of poetry and including some of the correct 
structural features. Your poems have certainly entertained the reader!  Keep up the great work! 

LA8 All of LA8 – for working collaboratively on your Pig the Pug books. The enthusiasm that you have all 
shown is remarkable. Keep up the great work!! 

LA9 Theviru - You’ve returned maturely and resolutely to onsite learning. Your persistent attitude towards 
improving your handwriting has been particularly impressive this term. Great work! 

LA10 Mia - for demonstrating the disposition of curiosity by asking questions and looking for different ways to 
answer problems when learning about fractions. Keep up the great work! 

ITALIAN Orlando (LA5) - for the disposition of CURIOSO. During these lessons on “il Natale” you have 
demonstrated a keen interest in the language and the culture connected to the Christmas songs in Italian. 
Molto bene! 

  



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 
Congratulations to our Year 4 children who celebrated their First Eucharist last Wednesday night. 
Although we were limited with the number of people who could attend, we witnessed a very special 
occasion for the children as part of their faith journey. A special thanks to Fr Colin for leading a beautiful 
liturgy and to the families and teachers for preparing the children so well for the Sacrament. 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
This Sunday we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent.  
In the Gospel, we read about how John travelled to help prepare the people for the arrival of Jesus. 
The message for us today is to share God’s love and joy with others, as we prepare for the coming 
of Jesus at Christmas. 

Gospel- Lk 3:1-6 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice cries in the wilderness; 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley will be filled in,  
every mountain and hill be laid low, 
winding ways will be straightened 
and rough roads made smooth. 
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Advent Liturgies 
Each year level will be preparing prayerful celebrations based on the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love. Unfortunately, as we are unable to gather as a school community for these celebrations. Each 
liturgy will be recorded and viewed by the classes each Friday after the school assemblies and a link will 
be sent for families to view via Seesaw.  

Advent Liturgies Timetable 

Year Levels  Date 

LA7 & LA8  Friday 3rd December 

LA1  Friday 10th December 

LA9 and LA10  Wednesday15th December 

Year Levels  Date 

LA4 and LA5  Friday 26th November 

LA7 & LA8  Friday 3rd December 

LA1  Friday 10th December 

LA9 and LA10  Wednesday15th December 



 

The Advent Wreath 

The second candle lit this week is known as the Bethlehem Candle. This reminds us of the time when Jesus 
came to earth as a baby and was born in the small town of Bethlehem. It also reminds us that Jesus will 
come again. 

Saints Club News        St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal       

Our local St Vincent de Paul Conference is asking for food donations to help the needy families with our 
local community.  

The Saints Club will meet next week to coordinate this appeal.  

 

Thank you for your continued generosity and putting into action 

our Mercy Value of Compassion! 

 

Please send in your donations with your child by Friday 10th December 

 

Food items needed: 

Tinned Fruit, Jam, Vegemite, Peanut Butter, 

Rice, Sweet Biscuits, Dry Biscuits, Juices 

  



 

Family Activities to prepare for the Christmas Season 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Dot Mash 
RE Leader  

Prepare your house for the feast of Christmas by tidying 
up and preparing a “Christ” corner somewhere.  If you 
do not have your own Christmas crib set, you may like to 
make your own figures for a Christmas scene.  Wait until 
Christmas Day to place the figure of the baby Jesus in 
the manger 

Celebrate a family meal together.  Parents tell children 
of Christmases long past – of the waiting and 
excitement.  

Re-tell the story of Jesus’ birth 
using figures of the Christmas crib. 

Have an adult light a candle.  Choose some prayers to 
say together as a family or read bible stories/scripture 
passages. Design a card for your family or friends, consider 

including a written message that tells them why they are 
so special to you. 

Create a star, using a variety of materials.  Hang it from 
the Christmas tree. 

Create an advent symbol eg; wreath or calendar.  Set 
aside a prayer time during Advent to actively wait for and 
welcome the presence of Jesus into your life. 

Create a nativity scene at home or visit the Christmas 
crib in our parish Church. 

Reaching out to others in our community who are in need 
of help. 

Spend time reflecting on Christmas customs in your 
family. 



 

Wonder Recycling program 

Many months ago we collected multiple bread bags and bread tags and we were able to save these 
from landfill. These soft plastics were then sent off and recycled into other products. The bread tags 
and bread bags collected enabled us also to receive some equipment for our school, as can be seen 
in the photo below.  Thank you once again for participating in the Wonder Recycling rewards. We 
are so proud of what we have achieved together. I have enrolled St Mark’s for this initiative in 2022 
so stay tuned. 
  



 

  



 

  



 

FAWKNER MARKETPLACE 

Free  entry for all  
Over 35 stalls of local businesses selling variety of different things and services,  

Free  kids activities   

Yummy food & snacks  

Pram friendly  

Wheelchair access  

Free parking available  

Must be fully vaccinated to enter  
Follow to receive updates: https://fb.me/e/1YitzXqDz 
 

 

  

https://fb.me/e/1YitzXqDz


 

  



 


